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QEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OPFICe  or  THC  aojutant  osnkral 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  10*10 


IN  MH.V  nmn  to 

AGAM-P  (M)  (10  Jan  68)  FOR  OT  RD-670801  17  January  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  9th 

Infantry  Division,  Period  Ending  31  July  1967  (U) 


TO:  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  by 
USACDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f,  AR  1-19  and  by  USCONARC  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  6o  and  d,  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and  cor¬ 
rective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of  re¬ 
ceipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 
appropriate  benefits  in  the  future  from  Lessons  Learned  during  current 
operations,  and  siay  be  adapted  for  use  in  demloping  trelning  meter  lei. 


BY  ORDER  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


<r.  jiuJJt 

KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 


Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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HEADQUARTERS,  9TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96370 


AVDE-MH  7  NoTeiii>er  1967 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Biding 
31  July  1967.  (RCS/CSFOR-65)  (UIC-WDFU  TO) 


TO:  Commanding  General 

United  States  Army,  Vietnam 

ATTN:  AVHCS-MH 

APO  San  Francisco  96375 


1.  Attached  is  the  second  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  submitted  by 
the  9th  Infantry  Division  since  its  arrival  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam, 

2,  The  report  was  prepared  in  accordance  with  AR  1-19  and  accurately 
reflects  a  factual  accoimt  of  the  Division's  principal  operations,  activities 
and  administration  together  with  observations  and  recommendations. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1.  Incl 
as 


R.  H.  PHEIPS 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMT 
HEADQUARTERS  9TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96370 


AVDE.HH 

SUBJECT:  Openatlonal  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS/CSFOR-65)  (WDFU-TO) 


THRU:  Conmand  Channels 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 

Department  of  the  Anqy 
Washington >  D.  C.  20310 


SECTION  I  (C) 

SIGNIFICANT  ACTIVITIES 

1.  INTRODUCTION: 

a«  Coriaand:  During  the  reporting  period  the  9th  Infantry  Division 
continued  internal  defense  assistance  and  internal  devalopoent  operations  in 
support  of  the  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam,  Campaign  Plan^  during  92  days  of  eon^ 
bat.  Division  Headquarters  remained  at  Camp  Martin  Cox  (IT  1600)  except  idten 
control  of  operations  in  renote  portions  of  the  Division's  tactical  area  of 
interest  dictated  displacement  of  a  forward  tactical  conmand  post.  Operation¬ 
al  Control  of  the  19^h  Infantry  Brigade  (Separate) (Light)  conducting  Opera¬ 
tion  FAIRFAX  in  Gia  Oinh  Province  terminated  at  100001  May  1967*  Hsadqiuurters, 
1st  Brigade  returned  to  Camp  Martin  Cox  from  operational  control  of  the  25th 
Infantry  Division  and  participation  in  Operation  JUNCTIW  CITY  III  effective 
200340  May  1967*  The  Division  subsequmtly  operated  with  a  full  compleasnt 
of  organic  tactical  resources  for  the  remainder  of  the  reporting  period.  Upon 
its  return.  Headquarters,  1st  Brigade. initiated  internal  defense  and  develoF^ 
msnt  operations  in  Bien  Hoa  Province  (Operation  Riley).  Headquarters,  2d  E^ig- 
ade  tendnated  Operation  PAUC  BEACH  II  at  010001  June  and  initiated  Operation 
CORONADO.  Headquarters,  3d  Arigade  continued  area  oriented  consolidation 
operations  in  An  Pravinee  (Operation  BiTBRPRISB).  Operational  Control  of 


^LOI  7-66,  Secret,  Headquarters,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam,  AVFBC,  n 
Field  Force,  Vietnam,  Campaifffi  Plan  for  1966* 
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31  July  196V  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

the  nth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  was  assumed  by  the  9th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision^  at  261300  May  1967  and  the  regiment  (-)  was  subsequently  attached  to 
the  9th  Infantry  Division3  on  1  June  1967.  This  report  addre-^ses  an  im¬ 
partial  and  factual  account  of  Operations  SiT£RPRISE>  PAIAI  BEACH  II,  CORONADO, 
GREAT  BEND,  RILEI,  HOPTAC,  PADDINGTON,  EMPORIA,  AKRON,  KITTYHAWK,  FAIRFAX  aid 
associated  oonnand  activities  and  administration. 

b.  Reporting  Officer:  Major  General  George  3.  Eckhardt  (1-31  May) 

Major  General  G.G,  O'Conner  (1  June-31  July) 

c.  Location:  Lcmg  Thanh  North  (Camp  Martin  Cox)(YS  l6/»998),  nVN. 

d.  Tactical  Area  of  Interest  (Ihlt  Locations  and  Map  References): 
Appendix  1. 

e.  Roster  of  Key  Personnel;  Appendix  2. 

f«  Prepared  Bys  19th  Military  History  Detachment. 

2*  Personnel  and  Administration: 

a.  General:  Significant  Improvements  were  noted  in  the  personnel 
and  administrative  areas  during  the  reporting  period.  These  Inprovements 
were  attributed  to  aggressive  implementation  of  the  personnel  infusion  program 
and  completion  of  several  related  actions  to  Inprove  headquarters  management. 
Maintenance  of  morale  was  furthered  by  an  overall  increase  in  recreational 
facilities,  expansion  of  postal  services,  utilisation  of  in  and  out  of  country 
rest  and  recuperation  allocations  and  addition  of  what  is  believed  to  be  one 
of  the  best  post  exchange  facilities  in  Vietnam.  Dlscli^ine,  law  and  order 
remained  excellent  as  evidenced  by  an  extremely  low  stockade  population  and 
the  limited  nusdier  of  Inspector  general  and  congressional  inquiries.  Prompt 
and  expeditious  payment  of  troops  with  disbursements  totalling  $7,246,464.00 
during  the  reporting  period  resulted  in  minimal  pay  eom{)laints. 

b.  Adndnlstratim: 

(1)  Headquarters  Management:  A  Headquarters  AdnLnistrative 
Standing  Operating  Procedure  was  published  during  the  reporting  period  to 
standardise  and  clarify  methods  for  completing  staff  actions.  Additionally, 


^ssage,  Secret,  Headquarters,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam,  AVFBC-OP 
(50619),  Sid>jeet,  Operational  Control  of  (felts  (U). 

^General  Order  Number  2562,  Headquarters,  (felted  States  Aimgr,  Vietnam, 
dated  1  June  1967.  O 
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procedures  were  published  for  movement  and  internal  organization  of  the 
headquarters  when  a  forward  coninand  post  is  established.  Plans  for  deYeloi>- 
ment  of  the  Division  Main  Headquarters  complex  at  Camp  Martin  Cox  were  ap¬ 
proved  and  construction  or  modifications  to  existing  facilities  was  init¬ 
iated. 

(2)  Statistics: 

(a)  Divlslixi  Strength: 

(Comparison  as  of  the  end  of  the  previous  and  current  reporting  period) 

OFFICBS  ENLISTED  MEN 

Authorised  Assigned  Authorized  Assigned 

30  April  1162  1111  14720  16191 

31  July  1196  1U3  U9a  15927 

(Includes  Attachments) 

(Strength  by  Month) 
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(b)  Casualties: 
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(e)  Analysis  of  Casualties: 
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(Situation) 
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c.  Personnel  Management 

(l)  One  of  the  more  Important  problems  of  personnel  management 
confronting  the  division  after  arrival  in  Vietnam^  was  reduction  of  the 
rotational  hump  which  would  occur  during  November  -  December  1967  and  January 
1968,  Headquarter?,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam  policy  Is  that  no  nnre  than 
2^%  of  the  connipnd  will  rotate  during  a  given  month  after  the  units  first 
year  in  Vietnam.  Policy  guidance  father  reduces  this  to  15%  after  the  units 
second  year  in  Vietnam.  Three  courses  of  action  were  available  to  effect 
required  reductions  in  the  rotational  humpx 

(a)  Curtail  individual  tours  to  spread  rotational  losses 
over  a  4-5  month  period. 

(b)  Infuse  personnel  with  the  replacement  stream  or  other 
organizations  In  Vietnam  for  a  replacement  of  similar  grade  and  HOS. 

(e)  Because  th>i  division  had  deployed  in  three  major 
increments,  it  was  possible  to  infuse  some  personnel  between  each  major  deploy¬ 
ing  increment. 
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(2)  The  first  course  of  action  was  ruled  out  because  of  the 
tremendous  amount  of  man  days  which  would  be  lost  by  a  massive  curtailment. 

(3)  The  second  course  of  action  was  adopted  and  implemented 
to  infuse  a  major  portion  of  selected  division  personnel  with  either  the 
replacement  stream  or  with  other  organizations  in  Vietnam  to  accommodate 
rotational  hump  objectives. 

(4)  The  third  course  of  action,  intra  division  infusion,  was 
also  liqplemented  to  further  improve  reduction  of  the  rotational  hump  to  with¬ 
in  USARV  objectives. 

(5)  In^lementation  of  the  infusion  program  was  accomplished 

as  follows: 


(a)  Coordination  meetings  for  exchange  of  personnel  were 
arranged  with  other  organizations  in  Vietnam  through  Headquarters,  United 
States  Amy,  Vietnam.  One  prime  factor  tdiich  was  Initially  overlooked  during 
coordination  meetings  was  the  travel  distance  between  organizations  affected 
by  personnel  transfers.  Air  transportation  was  used  when  possible  to  reduce 
time  lest  in  transit.  However,  last  minute  cancellations  of  transportation 
caused  an  administrative  burden  in  the  departure  area  l.e.,  billeting  per¬ 
sonnel  until  other  transportation  could  be  scheduled. 

(b)  An  infusion  tern  was  organized  in  the  Personnel  Ser¬ 
vices  Branch,  Personnel  Services  Division  of  the  Adjutant  General’s  Section. 
This  team  was  composed  of  one  Sergeant  (S-7)  and  five  Sergeants  (&>5)  all  of 
whom  had  extensive  personnel  management  experience.  Personnel  management  ex¬ 
perience  is  required  to  remain  abreast  of  each  change  which  may  affect  the  in¬ 
fusion  of  one  ^dividual  among  the  thousands  who  are  programmed  for  infusion. 
For  exaaqple,  two  individuals  in  different  units  who  are  not  scheduled  to  ro¬ 
tate  during  the  rotational  hump  of  the  units  between  which  an  infusion  is  con- 
tenqpilated  are  tentatively  selected  for  exchange.  The  two  individuals  under 
consideration  are  compared  by  grade,  103  and  tines  wounded  (if  an  individual 
had  been  wounded  twice,  he  is  deleted  from  consideration  for  Infusion) .  If 
all  requirements  are  net  the  tvs  individuals  arw-  programmed  for  infusion  on 

a  future  date.  The  infusion  tear  then  comnenoes  a  machine  listing  which  veri¬ 
fies  data  until  the  infusion  is  to  take  place.  If  one  of  the  individuals  under 
consldwation  for  infusion  becomes  a  casualty  (second  time  or  evacuated),  is 
promoted  or  reduced,  has  his  MOS  changed  becomes  involved  in  an  operation 
from  which  he  cannot  be  released,  the  infusion  is  nullified.  RequlremKita  to 
resolve  administrative  matters  l.e.,  organisational  equipment  to  be  retained 
by  individuals,  and  reducing  administrative  burdens  on  headquarters  Involved, 
dictates  that  the  infUsion  process  be  programusd  rather  than  be  effected 
simultaneously  with  matching  of  two  pers«mel. 

(0)  In  addition  to  the  intexMlivision/organiiatim  Infu¬ 
sion  program,  an  lntra^-division  infusion  program  was  also  initiated.  This 
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program  required  that  orders  be  published  reassigning  over  three  thousand 
personnel  between  units  in  the  division.  The  same  individual  requisites 
were  used  to  program  intra-division  transfers.  An  important  side  effect 
(morale  factor)  resulting  from  intra-division  infusion  is  that  it  allows 
personnel  who  deployed  with  the  division  to  remain  in  the  division. 

d.  Discipline,  Law  and  Order 

(1)  General:  During  the  reporting  period  as  overview  of  dis¬ 
cipline,  law  and  order  reveals  that  the  9th  Infantry  Division  is  maintaining 
an  excellent  record.  The  courts-martial  rate  did  not  reflect  a  significant 
trend  but  remained  low  by  con^rison  within  USARV.  However,  the  Class  I  and 
II  offender  rate  did  indicate  a  need  for  command  attention. 

(2)  Provost  Marshal  Activities 

(a)  Because  of  the  nature  of  Provost  Marshal  activities, 
comparisons  of  trends  can  more  easily  be  examined  by  FY  quarter  per  1000  per¬ 
sonnel.  During  the  3d  Quarter,  Division  Class  I  offender  rate  was  ,89  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1.11  during  the  4th  Quarter.  The  Division's  4th  Quarter  Class  I 
offender  rate  was  more  than  double  the  USARV  average.  Larcenies  represented  the 
most  frequently  reported  Class  I  offense  l.e.,  personal  loss  of  money,  tape 
recorders,  etc.  In  most  cases  the  owner  was  at  fault  because  he  did  not  use 
means  at  his  disposal  to  properly  secure  property  that  was  stolen. 

(b)  There  were  641  Class  II  offenses  committed  during  the 
4th  Quarter.  This  represented  a  rate  of  37*53  compared  with  USARV  rate  of 
31*04*  Class  II  offenses  Identified  reflect  an  aggressive  enforcement  policy 
on  uniform  violation,  pass  and  leave  violations,  regulations  governing  off 
limits  establishments,  etc*  Approximately  one  third  of  the  Class  II  offenses 
resulted  from  citations  issued  by  military  police  units  in  Saigon,  Blen  Hoa, 

Long  Binh  and  Vung  Tau  for  the  aforementioned  offenses* 

(c)  Seventy-nine  traffic  accidents  were  investigated  by  the 
Division  Provost  Marshal's  Office  during  the  4th  Quarter*  Sixty-four  involved 
Division  men  and  vehicles.  The  most  predominant  cause  of  vehicle  accidents 
were  failure  to  maintain  control  of  vehicles,  driving  too  fast  for  road  condi¬ 
tions  and  iiqroper  passing.  Traffic  accidents  resulted  in  one  Vietnamese  death 
and  no  Division  fatalities*  Cltatlois  for  speeding  showed  a  slight  increase 
during  the  4th  Quarter  over  the  yd  Quarter  however,  there  was  a  significant  de¬ 
cline  tdien  compared  with  the  total  nuod>er  of  citations  issued  for  total  viola¬ 
tions* 

(d)  The  number  of  ncm-coidbat  lost,  stolen  and  recovered 
weapons  represented  an  increased  awareness  of  all  personnel  on  the  importance 
of  maintaining  control  of  individual  weapons* 

n 
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3d  Quarter  4th  Quarter 

Lost  34  ($4151.00)  19  ($3169.00) 

Stolen  10  ($1485.00)  7  ($644.00) 

Recovered  10  ($1313.00)  7  ($1300.00) 

(a)  Approximately  seventy-five  percent  of  criminal  invest¬ 
igations  Involved  use  or  possession,  of  marihuana.  Marihuana  is  readily  avail¬ 
able  at  relatively  low  prices  (200-300  plasters  or  $1.89-$2.70  per  pack  of 
twenty  cigarettes).  Most  cases  reveal  that  personal  curiosity  prepetrated  pur¬ 
chase  of  marihuana. 

‘(f)  In  summary,  a  valid  comparison  of  discipline,  law  and 
order  in  units  of  the  Division  is  difficult  because  each  unit  operates  with 
varying  missions,  organization,  and  in  a  different  enviroment.  Comparison 
with  USARV  average  does  indicate  however,  that  law  enforcement  within  the  Divi¬ 
sion  is  highly  effective. 

(3)  Judge  Advocate  General  Activities 

(a)  During  the  period  1  Jtay  -  31  July  1967*  courts-martial 
were  held  at  a  rate  tdiich  did  not  reflect  any  significant  disciplinary  problem 
areas.  Eleven  general  courts-martial  were  held  during  the  period.  The  major 
offenses  tried  by  division  general  courts-martial  fell  within  the  following 
general  catagories  (most  courts  included  trail  for  more  than  one  offense )t 

Assault  with  Intent  to  comnit  sodomy  -  1 
Offer  of  violence  against  a  superior  officer  -  1 
Self-inflicted  wound  -  1 
Sodony  -  1 

Conspiracy  to  commit  sodomy  -  1 

Assault  intentionally  inflicting  grievous  bodily  harm  -  1 
Larceny  -  4 

Willful  disobedience  of  a  lawful  connand  from  a  superiar  officer  -  10 

Wrongful  possession  of  marihuana  -  4 

Wrongful  use  of  marihuana  -  3 

Ifrongful  transfer  of  marihuana  -  2 

Negligent  homicide  -  1 

Assault  with  a  dangerous  weapon  -  7 

Wrongful  possession  of  more  than  one  Any  ID  card  -1 

Wrongful  discharge  of  weapon  -  1 

Hit  and  Run  driving  -  1 

Reckless  driving  -  1 

AWOL  to  avoid  field  duty  -  2 

AWOL  from  duty  station  -  1 

Concealed  weapon  -  1  9  .  ... 
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(b)  The  prisoner  population  fluctuated  slightly,  but  re¬ 
mained  near  30.  This  figure  is  low  When  compared  with  other  divisions  in 
Vietnam  and  does  not  represent  a  significant  trend  or  problem  area. 

e.  Morale  and  Miscellaneous 

(1)  General:  Morale  within  the  Division  remained  excellent. 
Improveoients  in  postal,  recreation,  post  exchange  facilities  and  utilization 
of  rest  and  recuperation  leaves  were  among  the  activities  which  attributed  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  high  state  of  morale  in  the  Division.  Other  areas  such 
as  Red  Cross  and  awards  and  decorations  activities  were  also  expanded  during 
the  quarter. 


(2)  Personal  Services:  Morale  within  the  Division  remained 
excellent  through  the  reporting  period.  More  important  of  the  Intensified 
efforts  to  provide  more  and  better  facilities  for  promoting  unit  morale  are 
shown  below: 

(a)  Rest  and  Recuperation  allocation  and  utilization: 


ALLOCATION 

%  OF  UTILIZATION 

TOTAL 

May 

1274 

113.2 

1442 

June 

1236 

104.1 

1286 

July 

1600 

99.1 

1588 

USO  SHOWS 


Musician's  Uhlon 

2  May 

Johnny  True  Tk'lo 

25  May 

Guys  and  Dolls 

13  June 

Jack  Costanso 

19  July 

(b)  SwinnLng  pool:  Construction  on  A  50  X  100  foot  iwloH 
nlng  pool  was  started  at  Camp  tkrtin  Cok  to  be  operational  by  ^he  end  0;.'  August. 

(0)  Outboard  motor  boat:  Three  16  foot  outboard  motor  boats 
and  water  ski  equlpiin^  were  made  available  for  use  at  the  Dong  Tan  base. 


(d)  Postal  Serrioest  TWo  mobile  postal  faoiUties  wore 
establlehed  during  the  reporting  period  using  ton  trucks  with  shop  van 
bodies.  Okie  Is  operated  as  a  package  mailing  facility  adjacent  to  the  wrapping 
servlee  at  the  Camp  Martin  Cox  Main  Post  Sxchange.  The  other  mobile  unit  Is 
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spotted  in  high  troop  density  areas  away  from  the  Gamp  Martin  Cox  Post  Office, 

To  protect  mail  during  inclement  weather,  it  is  delivered  to  the  heliport  for 
further  delivery  to  outlying  units  by  two  3/4  ton  ambulances.  To  facilitate 
delivery  of  mall  to  casualties,  liaison  MCO  have  been  assigned  at  surgical  hos¬ 
pitals  in  Long  Binh,  Saigon  and  Vung  Tau,  These  liaison  NCO  report  admission 
and  release  of  all  Division  casualties  to  the  APO  at  Camp  Martin  Cox, 

(e)  Finance:  With  ever  increasing  demands  of  tactical 
operations,  steps  we.'e  taken  to  provide  additional  financial  support  to  troops 
in  the  field.  Twice  each  week  a  finance  service  team  visits  forward  troop 
units.  This  team  resolves  pay  problems,  initiates  and  stops  allotments,  makes 
field  payments  and  funds  foreign  currency  agents.  Within  five  days  after  each 
payday,  division  finance  service  teams  travel  as  far  north  as  Cam  Ranh  Bay  and 
as  far  south  as  Vung  Tau  to  pay  hospitalized  division  personnel.  This  pro¬ 
cedure  reduces  the  burden  on  class  A  agents  and  releases  them  to  the  more  pres¬ 
sing  requirements  of  conibat.  As  an  additional  service  to  class  A  agents,  fi¬ 
nance  service  teams  fly  to  forward  areas  to  deliver  payrolls.  Turnbacks  are 
received  in  a  similar  manner.  One  problem  area  experienced  is  the  number  of 
replacements  reporting  to  the  Division  without  their  financial  data  records  folder 
(FERF).  The  jurdor  officer  or  enlisted  man  can  ill  afford  a  minor  deviation  in 
income  if  his  FORF  is  lost.  To  correct  this  situation  these  individuals  aro 
paid  one  month's  pay  in  suspended  status  until  the  oiglnal  or  a  duplicate 

FDRF  can  be  obtained.  In  summary,  close  and  continuous  financial  support  was 
provided,  as  evidenced  by  an  almost  total  absence  of  pay  complaints. 

(f)  Religious  Services:  Diuring  the  reporting  period 
there  were  a  total  of  621  protestant  and  59S  catholic  services  conducted  with 
a  total  attendance  of  41,  SSO  personnel, 

(g)  Personal  Health  and  hygiene: 

1  Casualty  Evacuation:  The  principle  of  evacuating  a 
patient  from  the  field  to  the  battalion  aid  station  to  Division  Clearing  Station 
to  Any  or  surgical  hospital  is  time  honored.  In  a  counterinsurgency  environ- 
nant  and  with  helicopter  evacuation,  the  patient  is  often  evacuated  from  the 
field  directly  to  Any  or  surgical  hoaj^tal  level.  This  has  undoubtedly 
attributed  to  saving  many  lives.  Experience  has  shown  however,  that  In  many 
cases  this  has  been  detrimental  to  both  the  casualty  and  the  mission.  The 
following  points  substantiate  the  fact  that  intermediate  clearing  stations 
should  not  be  over  flown. 


Many  patients  are  evacuated  from  the  field  with¬ 
out  receiving  proper  medical  attention  because  of  the  tactical  situation  and 
thus,  have  not  been  treated  for  an  extended  flight  (20  or  more  minutes).  Nore- 
oywr,  patients  that  have  been  treated  by  the  oondsat  medic  and  :dK>  are  In  shock, 
req^e  an  airway,  or  a  touml<|aet  which  in  turn  requires  inesdlate  profession^ 
nadical  treatment.  Wien  a  cleulng  station  Is  by-passed  in  this  type  situation, 
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the  risk  of  having  a  patient  die  of  wounds  Is  Increased  with  every  unnecessary 
flying  minute. 

b  Unavoidably  nixing  seriously  and  slightly  wound¬ 
ed  on  the  same  aircraft  causes  the  slightly  wounded  to  go  to  Amy  or  surgical 
hospital  level.  This  creates  the  administrative  burden  of  returning  slightly 
wounded  to  their  units  and  a  corresponding  unnecessary  loss  of  foxhole  strength. 

c  Clearing  Stations  (battalion  level)  have  the 
necessary  equipment  and  professionally  trained  personnel  to  provide  resuscita- 
tlve  medical  care  and  to  stabilise  the  patient  so  that  further  evacuation  will 
not  Jeopardize  loss  of  life  or  limb. 

d  Patients  are  delivered  to  the  battalion  clearing 
station  by  vehicle,  "slicks",  ground  vehicle  and  other  medical  evacuation 
helicopters.  Hence,  mayttmim  utilization  of  available  space  on  a  medevac  heli¬ 
copter  returning  to  Amy  or  surgical  hospitals  can  be  made  from  the  clearing 
station. 

g  Pour  Life  Saving  Steps:  Analysis  of  casualties 
after  a  recent  operation  Indicated  that  llM  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  loss  of 
blood.  Death  from  loss  of  blood  resulting  from  woTinds  of  the  extremities  is 
In  most  cases,  preventable  if  everything  possible  is  done  to  stop  the  loss  of 
blood.  The  percentage  of  aldmen  assigned  to  each  unit  Is  more  than  sufficient 
to  support  normal  requirements  however,  unit  commanders  have  been  reminded 
that  the  possibility  of  a  large  nuid>er  of  casualties  occwring  in  a  short  time 
frame  or  loss  of  the  medic  himself,  cannot  be  considered  a  remote  possibility. 
Therefore,  training  and  retraining  in  the  four  life  saving  steps  to  include 
self  aid  is  a  recurring  requirement. 

2  Conminlcable  Diseases: 

Hepatitis:  Several  cases  of  hepatitis  encounter¬ 
ed  during  the  reporting  period  has  prompted  renewed  emphasis  on  the  dangers  of 
drinking  domestic  soft  drinks  or  cooling  drinks  with  non-potable  ice. 

^  Amebic  Dysentery:  Failure  to  use  chlorine  dis¬ 
infectant  for  sterilisation  of  fresh  produce  was  attributed  to  several  eases  of 
smsbie  dysentery  during  the  reporting  period.  Units  have  been  reminded  that 
fresh  vefstables  must  ^  disinfected  prior  to  consumption. 

(h)  Special  Services:  To  izqprove  preeedures  of  Spsclsl 
Services  support  of  ths  division,  hand  receipt  accounts  have  beeA  established 
in  all  9th  Mvisicn  and  tenant  units.  This  will  serve  to  insure  efficient 
issue  and  use  of  both  appropriated  and  non-appropriated  supplies  and  eqnii^ 

■ent  famished  to  suppoited  units  by  the  Division  Special  Sarvlces  facility* 

Th  other  areas,  an  11,000  square  foot  service  club  was  opened  at  the  Dong  Tam 
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Base  on  18  July,  Addition  of  a  professionally  trained  female  director  brings 
to  a  total  of  four  service  cliob  trained  directors  now  supporting  the  division, 

(i)  Ariqy  Exchange  Services:  See  paragraph  11  >  Base 

Developsnent, 

(j)  Awards  and  Decorations:  The  awards  and  decorations 
policies  for  the  9th  Infantry  Division  are  firmly  established  and  being  adhered 
to  by  all  units.  A  oontinous  rising  volume  of  awards  are  being  processed  each 
month  making  a  more  timely  and  effective  awards  and  decorations  program.  To 
keep  pace  with  the  ever  growing  number  of  recommendations  being  processed  a 
dally  Awards  and  Decorations  Review  Board  has  been  established  to  speed  the 
awarding  of  decorations  to  deserving  division  personnel.  To  further  assist  the 
unit  commanders  after  a  large  scale  action,  AG  Alert  Teams  are  often  sent  to 
areas  of  action  to  help  In  the  preparation  of  the  recommendations  for  awards. 
The  use  of  Command  Letters  are  the  principle  means  of  keeping  the  connanders 
abreast  of  any  change  or  as  a  reminder  system  concerning  the  awards  and  decora¬ 
tions  program  of  the  division.  The  present  Awards  and  Decorations  program  is 
under  constant  review  for  possible  ways  of  awarding  decorations  to  deserving 
assigned  division  and  attached  unit  personnel  by  a  more  expedient  means. 


UNIT  NH  DSC  SS  IK  DFC  SM 


1st  Bde  4  1 

2d  Bde  22 

3d  Bde  2  1 

HHC  9th  Div  1 

2/39  Inf  U 

3/39  Inf  17  1 

4/39  Inf  5  3 

2/47  Inf  4  1 

3/47  Inf  19 

4/47  Inf  9 

2/60  Inf  14  2 

3/60  Ihf  1  15  15 

5/60  Inf  4  5 

Div  Arty 

1/11  Arty  1 

2/4  Arty  7 

3/34  Arty  2  1 


l/84  Arty 
S^p  Good 
9th  Admin 
9th  S« 
9th  Med 
709  Malnt 


BSM/V 

AM 

PH 

BSM 

AM/V 

ACM/V 

ACM 

1 

50 

6 

4 

11 

4 

3 

U 

3 

1 

2 

6 

17 

2 

1 

1 

2 

11 

1 

11 

3 

4 

10 

21 

184 

28 

1 

2 

43 

3 

446 

17 

12 

4 

11 

2 

93 

3 

3 

13 

4 

7 

190 

12 

1 

1 

92 

3 

226 

3 

15 

30 

6 

272 

9 

17 

2 

31 

4 

347 

38 

11 

3 

80 

342 

4 

25 

18 

2 

390 

19 

17 

6 

1 

66 

6 

7 

6 

1 

9 

5 

17 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

7 

28 

11 
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26 

10 

12 

8 

1 

1 

U 

2 

2 

6 

4 

2 

19 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

3 

1 

2 

2 

8 

36 

8 

2 

2 
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UNH  MH  DSC 

SS 

IM  DFC 

SM 

BSM/V 

AM 

PH 

BSM 

AM/V 

ACI^V 

ACM 

9th  Avn 

3 

15 

1 

1 

762 

23 

10 

42 

5 

15  Engr 

2 

9 

69 

10 

6 

5 

3/5  Cav 

16 

12 

5 

59 

365 

237 

13 

19 

54 

30 

9th  Sig 

12 

3 

1 

4 

9th  MP  Co 

2 

1 

3 

12 

1 

Others 

1 

3 

2 

21 

2 

2 

11 

(;')  Miscellaneous 


i  Red  Cross:  Support  rendered  during  the  reporting 
period  represented  a  steady  Increase  in  almost  all  areas  of  assistance  with 
the  peak  month  being  July.  It  is  believed  that  the  number  of  cases  handled 
during  July  will  be  the  highest  for  the  current  calendar  year. 


CASES  HANDLED 

LOANS/GRANTS  (AMOUNT) 

EMERGENCY  LEAVE 

May 

1074 

20  ($2600.00) 

73 

June 

1425 

24  ($2930.00) 

113 

July 

1633 

18  ($1740.00) 

128 

Total 

.  4132 

62  ($7270.00) 

314 

g  Circuit  Rider:  A  "circuit  rider"  service  which 
has  been  In  operation  since  shortly  after  the  Division's  arrival  in  country, 
continued  to  prove  beneficial.  The  service  consists  of  representatives  from 
AG,  Finance,  SJA,  IG  and  Red  Cross  who  move  to  outlying  units  on  a  weekly 
schedule  to  provide  a  admlnlstratlvs  assistance  as  required.  Commanders  in 
the  field  make  individuals  with  legal*  financial  or  related  problems  avail¬ 
able  when  the  circuit  rider  service  arrives.  This  eliminates  an  unnecessary 
amount  of  time  lost  to  transport  and  billet  individuals  in  need  of  assistance 
at  the  Division  base  camp. 

3.  (C)  Intelligence 
a.  General: 

(l)  Primary  eneiqy  objectives  during  the  reporting  period  have 
been  to  discourage  the  Vietnamese  people's  support  of  the  GVN  and  Free  World 
Force  programs*  and  to  harass,  and  if  possible  destroy  GVN  and  US  Forces. 

The  VC/NVA  have  generally  avoided  contact  with  US  Forces,  except  for  isolated 
instances  when  they  have  attempted  to  take  full  advantage  of  surprise  to 
engage  friendly  forces.  These  engagements  have  generally  lasted  only  a  short 
period  of  time  and  terminate  when  the  VC  have  either  successfully  accomplished 
their  mission  or  havetbeen  able  to  withdraw  from  the  battlefield.  The  VC  have 
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conducted  numerous  night  raids  against  small  ARVN  installations  and  have  attack¬ 
ed  the  Revolutionary  Development  cadre  teams  in  every  province  vdthin  the  Divi¬ 
sion  TAOI.  The  VC  have  continued  to  intimidate  the  population >  using  either 
threats  or  armed  force  in  order  to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  the  Vietnamese 
people. 


(2)  VC  units  appear  to  have  moved  away  from  the  more  populated 
areas  and  in  some  Instances  to  the  outer  extremities  of  the  9th  Infantry 
Division  TAOI,  This  movement  is  believed  to  be  the  result  of  the  incessant 
probing  and  sweeping  of  US  Forces,  Thus  the  VC’s  ability  to  wage  a  conven¬ 
tional  type  war  appears  to  have  deteriorated  although  they  still  possess  the 
ability  to  mobilize  into  larger  combat  units  on  short  notice.  In  their  present 
fragmented  and  clandestine  organization,  VC  units  are  extremely  difficult  to 
locate,  identify,  and  destroy.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  Delta. 

(3)  The  VC  Main  Force  units  have  been  concentrated  primarily 
in  LONG  THANH  and  PHUOC  TUY  Provinces,  They  have  generally  avoided  US  Force 
operations,  except  to  conduct  an  occasional  vehicle  ambush  or  a  night  attack 
(usually  by  fire  only).  They  appear  to  have  improved  in  armament,  discipline, 
and  training  during  the  latter  part  of  this  period;  often  this  has  been  done 
by  having  an  entire  battalion  move  into  War  Zone  D  or  eastern  Cambodia  for 

a  period  of  several  weeks  for  training  and  for  resupply. 

(a)  Guerrillas  and  self-defense  forces  have  been  active  in 
the  Nhon  Trach  District  and  throughout  the  delta.  There  have  been  no  recog¬ 
nizable  distinction  between  friendly  contacts  with  guerrillas  and  those  with 
self-defense  forces.  Both  are  similar  in  lack  of  uniformity  in  dress,  equip¬ 
ment,  and  armament,  and  appear  to  have  the  same  mission  of  harassing  and 
taking  advantage  of  any  opportunity  to  destroy  small  friendly  forces.  During 
daylight,  most  contacts  are  characterized  by  short  skirmishes  of  low  inten¬ 
sity,  usually  Initiated  by  sniper  fire  from  treelines  or  heavily  vegetated 
stream  banks.  Booby  traps  appear  to  be  placed  in  front  of  advancing  friendly 
troops,  and  may  be  later  retrieved  once  our  forces  clear  the  area.  The 
amount  of  mining  of  roads  in  the  delta  has  increased  during  the  reporting 
period,  and  occasionally  even  main  highways  like  Route  4  are  cratered  during 
the  night.  Several  bridges  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  Ben  Luc  Bridge  is 
constantly  threatened.  (App  3>  A  Captured  VC  Plan  to  Attack  the  Bridge 
Located  at  BEM  LUC).  During  the  hours  of  darkness  there  have  been  several 
mortar  attacks  on  US  installations  at  Dong  Tam,  Tan  An,  and  Ben^Xuc.  There 
has  also  been  coBq>lemsntary  firing  of  anti-tank  weapons,  autc  itlc  weapons, 
and  small  arms  in  some  instances.  Several  small  ABVM  InstaT  ions  and  RO 
areas  have  been  attacked  by  indirect  and  direct  fires,  and  if  a  weakness 
in  the  defensive  perimeter  has  beccme  apparent,  they  have  initiated  an 
assault  and  in  a  few  instances  penetrated  the  installatioit. 

(5)  The  irregulars  are  excellent  at  blending  in  with  the 
terrain  and  the  indigenous  population,  and  they  use  both  to  maximum 
adwantage.  They  move  very  quickly,  often  hiding  their  weapons  in  the  nlpa 
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palms  or  in  the  muddy  water  to  make  their  escape  easier,  once  they  have 
lost  the  advantage  of  surprise.  They  realize  that  friendly  forces  will 
have  difficulty  proving  their  involvement  unless  they  are  caught  with 
weapons.  They  may  either  hide  in  nipa  palms  or  other  vegetation,  under 
the  water  using  bamboo  or  reeds  for  breathing  apparatus,  or  they  may 
run  to  the  nearest  Inhabitated  area  to  blend  with  the  local  population. 

They  are  considered  able  to  moVe  faster  and  with  more  stealth  over  the 
paddled  country  than  the  average  better  equipped  and  heavier  US  soldier. 
They  take  maxintum  ad  vantage  of  the  night  to  evade  friendly  forces,  regroup, 
resupply,  and  coordinate  their  activities.  They  thoroughly  plan  and 
rehearse  any  planned  contact  with  friendly  forces  to  the  extent  that  they 
know  in  advance  where  they  will  hide  their  weapons  and  what  routes  of 
escape  they  will/ use.  They  will  not  Initiate  a  contact  unless  they  con¬ 
sider  the  situation  favorable  to  them. 

(6)  Weapons  used  by  irregulars  have  included  a  variety  of 
European,  American,  and  Chicom  models  to  include  the  7.62  Chicom  carbine, 

US  Ml  rifle,  US  Ml  and  M2  carbine,  German  Mauser,  1917  Mauser,  1917  Reming¬ 
ton,  US  BAR,  Thompson  SMS,  US  fiifield,  US  Springfield,  US  Winchester,  a 
variety  of  pistols,  and  various  Chicom,  US,  and  homemade  grenades  and  booby 
traps.  Lately,  there  have  been  some  AK-47 .Chicom  weapons  captured  from 
irregular  forces  in  the  Nhon  Trach  and  Nha  Be  Districts,  and  in  Long  An 
Province. 


(7)  Many  irregulars  may  tire  of  the  constant  running  and 
evading,  but  those  who  do  usually  either  become  ralllers  or  take  leave  to 
recuperate  as  innocent  civilians  before  again  taking  arms.  Morale  varies 
from  being  low,  for  the  irregular  with  strong  family  ties,  or  a  distaste  to 
hear  arms,  to  excellent  for  the  fanatical  Connunist.  Many  irregulars  are 
believed  to  be  "opportunists"  who  carry  arms  to  exploit  the  Vietnamese 
populace,  and  who  may  occasionally  attempt  a  low  order  operation  to  personally 
benefit  from  the  capture  of  supplies  or  weapons  from  friendly  elements.  This 
type  of  guerrilla  has  little  staying  power,  and  his  support  vacillates  be¬ 
tween  occasional  participation  in  irr^lar  actions  to  that  of  being  a 
"drifter"  in  the  Vietnamese  society.  Other  dedicated  irregulars  appear  con¬ 
vinced  of  foreign  meddling  in  Vietnamese  affairs,  and  provide  leadership  and 
direction  to  the  Irregular  organisation. 

b.  Afieagr  Strength 

(1)  In  the  Division  TADI: 


Combat  personnel  •  >  «  10,900 
Logistioal  support  personnel  1,3$0 
Qusrrillas  3»930 
Self-Defense  Forces  S,840 
Infrastructure  3.130 

Total 
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NOTE:  In  addition  there  were  large  numbers  of  Vietnamese  who  were  conscripted 
either  willingly  or  \inwillingly  to  serve  as  laborers,  porters,  and/or  inform¬ 
ants  for  the  VC,  for  varying  periods  and  at  various  times. 

(2)  By  Province/Area: 


Blnh  Tuv  Lone  Khanh 

Bien  Hoa  Rune  Sat 

Lone  An  Dinh  Tuone 

Combat 

Logistical 

Spt/Admin 

400  4,900 

1,352 

255  1,000 

1,440  1,940 

Guerrillas 

Self-Defense 

95 

600 

1,420  1,780 

Secret  S-Defense  780  55  795  2,210  5,000 

Political  195  575  1,230  1,130 

Sneny  Combat  and  Combat  Support  Units: 

UNIT  DESIGNATION 

TYPE  OP  UNIT 

SUBORDINATE  TO: 

(VC  DESIGNATION) 

LOCATION  (GVN  STRS^GTH 
DESIGNATION) 

HQS,  5th  VC  Div 

VC  Main  Force 

COSVN 

Long  Khanh  Prov 

500 

274th  Regt 

VC  Main  Force 

5th  VC  Div 

Long  Kanh-Phuoc 

Tuy  Prov 

2000 

275th  Regt 

VC  Main  Force 

5th  VC  Div 

Long  Khanh  Prov 

2000 

24th  Arty  Gp 

VC/NVA  Main 
Force 

5th  VC  Div 

Long  Khanh-Phttoc 
Tuy  Prov 

400 

Doan  84  (Gp  84) 

Rear  Service 

COSVN 

Long  Khanh,  Bien 
Hoa,  Phuoc  Tuy 

Prov 

1352 

Doan  10  (T-IO) 

ja 

VC  Main  Force 

COSVN 

Rung  Sat  Special 
Zone 

1000 

D445  Bn* 

Provincial  Bn 

Ba  Bien  Prov 

Phouoc  Tuy  Prov 

500 

C24D  Co 

District  Cp  < 

Long  Thanh  Dist, 

Ba  Bi«:  Prov** 

Long  Thanh  Diat, 
Bien  Hoa  Prov 

120 

C245  Co 

IMonown 

Unknown 

Nhwi  Trach  Diat 
Bien  Hoa  Prov 

100 

cao7  Pit 

Unknown 

Long  Thanh  Diet 
Labor  CoaBittee, 

Ba  Bien  Firov 

Long  Thanh  Diat 
Bien  Hoa  Prov 

35 

4th  Bd«** 

VC  Mhin  Force 

Thu  Due  Diet, 
Military  Region 

IV 

Long  An  Prov 

Long  Thanh  Diat 
Bien  Hoa  Prov 

150 

506th  Bn 

Provincial  Bn 

Due  Hoa  Diet 

Hau  Mghia  Prov 

330 

2nd  Bn 

Provincial  Bn  Long  An  Prov 

u 
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C75  HR  Co 

Prov 

Cmbt  Spt 

Co 

Long  An  Prov 

Unlocated 

100 

C2  Co 

Prov 

Inf  Co 

Long  An  Prov 

Unlocated 

100 

U/I  Sapper  Co 

Prov 

Cmbt  Spt 

Co 

Long  An  Prov 

Unlocated 

100 

C312  Co 

Dlst 

Inf  Co 

Ben  Thu  Dist 

Ben  Luc-Thu  Thua 

120 

District,  Long 

An  Prov 

C313  Co 

Diat 

Inf  Co 

Chau  Thanh  Dist  Binh  Phuoc  Dist 

120 

Long  An  Prov 

Long  An  Prov 

C31A  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Tan  Tru  Dist 

Tan  Tru  Dist 

120 

Long  An  Prov 

Long  An  Prov 

C315  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Can  Duoc  Dist 

Can  Duoc  Dist 

70 

Long  An  Prov 

Long  An  Prov 

C316  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Can  Giuoc  Dist 

Thanh  Duoc  Dist 

80 

Long  An  Prov 

Long  An  Prov 

C334  Sapper  Co 

Region  Cmbt 

Military  Region  Tan  Tru  Dist 

70 

Spt  Co 

II 

Lqng  An  Prov 

5th  Bn^HHf* 

VC  Main  Force 

Nha  Be  Dist, 

Thanh  Duoc  Dist 

175+ 

6th  Bn^HHHHt 

Mil  Region  IV 

Long  An  Prov 

VC  Main  Force 

Binh  Tan  Dist, 

Ben  Luc  Dist 

200+ 

26lst  Bn 

Mil  Region  IV 

Long  An  Prov 

Region  Force 

Mil  Region  II 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

550 

263d  Bn 

Region  Force 

Mil  Region  II 

Dlnh  Tuong  Prov 

550 

5Uth  Bn 

Provincial  Bn 

Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

350 

C212  Sapper  Co 

Prov 

Cmbt  Spt 

Co 

My  Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

90 

C207th  Go 

Prov 

Inf  Co 

My  Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

80 

Cai  Lay  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Cal  Lay  Dist 

Khiem  Ich  Dist 

80 

My  Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

Cai  Be  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Cai  Be  Dist 

Kien  Blnh  Dist 

80 

My  Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

Cho  Gao  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Cho  Gao  Dist 

Cho  Gao  Dlst 

80 

My  Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

Chau  Thanh  Co 

Dist 

Inf  Co 

Chau  Thanh  Dist 

Long  Dinh  Dist 

80 

My  Tho  Prov 

Dinh  Tuong  Prov 

*  D445  Bn 

could  be  used  to  reinforce  district  units  within  Bien  Hoa  and 

Long  Thanh  Provinces  as  well  as  in  Phuoc  Tuy  Province, 


Exact  subordination  of  this  unit  unknown. 


4th  Battalion  frequently  crosses  into  Bien  Hoa  Province  to  avoid  opns 
by  allied/us  Forces  in  its  own  area. 

5th  Bn  operates  in  Nha  Be  District ,  Military  Region  1V>  but  is  based 
in  Thanh  Ouoc  District,  Long  An  Province  to  avoid  alliet^US  opns  in 
Nha  Be  District,  Gla  Dlnh  ^ovlnce. 

6th  Bn  operates  in  Blnh  Tan  Dlst,  Military  Region  IV,  but  is  based  in 
Ben  Luc  District,  Long  An  Province  to  avoid  alUed/US  opns  in  Binh 
Chanh-Tan  Blnh  Districts,  Qla  Dlnh  Province, 
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d.  Enemy  Losses. 

(l)  Major  engagements 

(a)  Ap  Bac,  during  Operation  Palm  Beach,  occurred  on 
2-3  May  196?  when  elements  of  the  2d  Brigade  engagede  engaged  the  514th 
LF  Bn*  VC  KIA  were  195  (BC)  and  numerous  weapons  were  captured* 

(b)  Nha  Be,  during  Operation  CORONADO,  occurred  19-21 
June  1967  when  Initially  A  Con^iy  and  then  C  Company,  4/47  Inf,  2d  Brigade 
engaged  a  large  VC  force,  later  reinforced  by  3/47  and  3/39  Battalions.  VC 
KIA  were  256  (BC),  and  50  weapons  were  captured* 

(c)  Operation  AKR(^  was  a  search  and  destroy  operation 
against  elements  of  the  VC  274  Regt  conducted  between  9  and  29  June  In  SE 
Bien  Hoa  Province  and  ME  Phouc  Ttiy  Provinces*  VC  KIA  for  this  operation 
were  94. 


(d)  Operation  PADDINGTCRI  was  search  and  destroy  operation 
that  occurred  during  10-16  July,  and  was  targeted  against  the  274th  Regiment 
of  the  5th  VC  Division.  The  VC  were  largely  successful  in  evading  friendly 
forces,  but  suffered  45  KIA. 

(e)  A  battle  near  the  Dong  Nal  River  occurred  as  part  of 
Operation  FMPORIA  on  21-24  July  1967,  idien  the  l/il  Cav  Sqdn  was  ambushed  by 
elements  of  the  DBOO  Dong  Nal  Bn,  VC  KIA  mre  96* 

(f)  Operation  CGRONADO  II  resulted  in  an  engagement 
between  the  .VC  and  elements  of  the  2d  Brigade  and  two  ARVN  Ranger  Battalions 
or  27-31  July  1967  in  Dlnh  Tuong  Province,  VC  losses  to  US  Forces  were  96 
KIA,  wUle  another  216  VC  KIA  were  attributed  to  ARVN. 

(2)  Recapitulation  of  eneny  losses  (captured/destroyed) 


May 

June 

July 

Total 

VC  XIA 

533 

590 

636 

1759 

VC  FW 

38 

25 

117 

180 

Detainees 

675 

782 

U82 

2639 

Snail  Arms 

81/2 

109/1 

131/0 

322/3 

Grew  Served  Weapons 

^5 

11/0 

20/0 

39/5 

hmmLtion  (rounds) 

0/9389 

14056/946 

30/3000 

14086/13335 

Grain  (tmis) 

7/28.2B 

15.45/32.49 

2.65/7.81 

25.10/68.58 

Sanpans 

0/48 

0/65 

0/53 

OA66 

d*  VC  attacks  against  ARVN/RF/FF  and  RD  cadre, 
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(1)  General.  The  nxunber  and  frequency  of  attacks,  acts  of 
terrorism,  assassinations,  and  sabotage  directed  against  ARVN,  Popular  Force, 
and  Revolutionary  Development  activities  arid  installations  increased  noticeably 
during  the  last  month  of  the  reporting  period.  This  may  be  explained  as  VC 
attempts  to  take  advantage  of  the  monsoon  rains  nihich  inhibited  ground  and  air 
mobility. 

(2)  Recapitulation. 


May 

Jtme 

July 

Total 

Attacks  (incl  harassing  fires) 

30 

20 

64 

114 

Terrorism  and  Assassinations 

3 

6 

12 

21 

Hamlet  Fhtry  and  Propaganda 

4 

3 

4 

11 

Sabotage 

2 

3 

11 

16 

e.  Significant  Intelligence  Sources. 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Division  employed  Long 
Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols  (IRRPs),  Slgwat  Teams,  Recondo  Teams,  Red  Haze, 

SLAR,  Aerial  Photography,  Visual  Reconnaissance,  and  the  Chemical  People 
Detector  with  varying  degrees  of  effectiveness.  Operations  at  the  end  of  the 
reporting  period  were  far  more  productive  than  at  the  begining  of  the  period. 
Better  liaison  was  being  conducted  with  ARVN  and  the  Vietnamese  government, 
police,  and  para-military  officials  at  province  and  district  levels  at  the 
end  of  the  reporting  period.  The  9th  id  Detachment  conducted  continuous 
operations  in  support  of  the  Division  intelligence  collection  program. 

(2)  The  OB  Section,  9th  MI  Detachment,  maintained  Information 
on  the  composition,  disposition,  strength,  tactics,  training,  logistics, 
equipment,  personalities,  and  code  names/nuabers  of  eneniy  units  within  the 
9th  Infantry  Division  TAOI.  In  addition,  the  OB  Section  assisted  in  writing 
Intelligence  Estimates  for  the  RVN  provinces  of  hang  An,  Dinh  Tuong,  Go  Cong, 
and  Bien  Hoa,  as  well  as  estimates  for  operations  PORTS^,  CHAPMAN,  AKRON, 
and  CONCORDIA.  During  this  period,  the  OB  Section  was  involved  in  planning 
and  requesting  specialiaed  Intelligence  support  from  higher  headquaHers, 
wrltii^  of  ESI  to  be  answered  by  subordinate  units,  and  the  debriefing  of 
Special  Forces  Reconnaissance  Patrols.  The  most  recent  function  was  eval¬ 
uating  Field  Information  Reports  produced  by  the  9th  MI  Detachment,  the  lA9th 
and  135th  INTO  Groups,  08A  Reports,  and  Agent  Reports  produced  by  other  sources. 

(3)  Interrogation  Section,  9th  MI  Detachment  assets  were  de¬ 
ployed  at  brig^e  level  as  a  standard  practice.  Interrogation  teams  were 
also  deployed  at  battalion  level  in  Long  An  Province  to  provide  continuous 
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support  for  battalions  Involved  in  the  pacification  effort  in  the  area.  An 
Interrogation  team  was  deployed  at  the  Dong  Tam  base  to  provide  support  for 
the  base  security  element.  Two  mobile  interrogation  teams  were  located  at 
division  headquarters  to  provide  additional  support  for  any  element  of  the 
division  Mhich.  may  require  their  services.  14th  MI  Detachment  (ARVN)  per¬ 
sonnel  were  integrated  into  interrogation  teams  at  all  levels  and  provided 
support  to  the  Division  G2. 

(4)  The  Cl  Section,  9th  HI  Detachment  maintained  11  confidential 
informants  and  sub-informants  in  areas  where  9th  Infantry  Division  units  were 
located.  These  informants  were  primarily  targeted  against  the  VC  Infrastructure 
but  were  also  able  to  provide  valuable  Information  concerning  the  location  of 

VC  units,  and  guerrilla  activity.  The  Cl  Section  is  developing  a  comprehensive 
infrastructure  file  which  will  cover  all  areas  where  the  9^b  Infantry  Division 
is  conducting  operations.  Information  on  the  personalities  in  this  file  is 
obtained  through  liaison  with  allied  Intelligence  agencies.  Interrogation 
reports,  and  confidential  Informants.  Units  planning  to  conduct  operations 
in  a  given  area  have  access  to  these  files.  Special  agents  from  the  Cl 
Section  have  accompanied  units  on  cordon-and-search  missions.  On  cordon- 
and-search  missions.  Cl  agents  have  in  their  possession  the  inflrastrueture 
files  for  that  area  and  are  able  to  assist  intelligence  officers  in  identify¬ 
ing  detainees  and  suspects. 

(5)  The  9th  Division  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  (LRRP) 
Detachment  performed  quite  successfully  during  the  reporting  period,  com¬ 
pleting  43  patrol  missions  In  which  there  were  18  contacts  with  the  enemy. 

IRRPs  were  used  In  the  Delta  region  with  moderate  success  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  terrain  and  dense  population.  However,  they  were  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  much  useful  Information  on  the  terrain  and  enemy  situation  In  Base  Area 
302  and  303.  This  permitted  a  more  productive  allocation  of  resources  when 
tactical  operations  were  conducted  In  these  areas. 

(6)  With  the  activation  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force,  the 
need  for  waterway  Intelligence  was  significantly  Increased.  In  addition  to 
depths,  widths,  bank  conditions  and  obstructions  of  waterways,  horisontal 
and  vertical  underbridge  clearance  was  also  needed.  The  effort  to  obtain 
the  desired  data  Includsd  the  Investigation  of  all  US,  ARVN  and  MFW  sources. 

One  method  used  to  gain  this  Intelligence  was  to  coaolmloate  with  sector 
advisors  In  an  attempt  to  utilise  the  RF/PP's  located  at  bridges,  to  collect 
tidal  and  clearance  data  at  their  particular  location.  To  date  very  little 
Information  has  been  obtained  from  this  effort;  however,  It  Is  anticipated 
that  this  channel  will  provide  the  needed  data  In  the  future. 

f .  Intelligence  Highlights  during  the  Reporting  Period. 

(1)  During  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  1967,  both  the 
274th  and  the  l^5th  VC  Regts  were  involved  In  several  contacts  with  both  ARVN 
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and  FWNAF  units.  On  5  May  1967,  the  2d  Bn,  275th  VC  Regt,  reinforced  by  at 
least  one  heavy  machine  gun  company  of  the  24th  Arty  Op,  5th  VC  Olv,  attacked 
Ham  Tan  Compound  (7S  90B2)  inflicting  moderate  casualties  on  the  defenders. 
Between  28  April  and  5  May  the  1st  and  3d  Bns  of  the  275th  VC  Regt  were  in¬ 
volved  in  counter sweep  operations  in  the  Rung  La  area  (vacinity  IT  7810)  with 
elements  of  the  18th  ARVN  Div. 

(2)  On  21  May  1967,  the  2d  Bn,  274th  VC  Regt  ambushed  a  pla¬ 
toon  of  the  11  ACR  oil  Hwy  1  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  447825. 

(3)  On  28  June  1967,  the  3d  Bn,  275th  VC  Regt  was  contacted 
by  elements  of  the  18th  ARVN  Div  in  the  vicinity  of  YT  3332.  This  contact 
lasted  approximately  2  days  and  forced  the  VC  to  withdraw  across  the  Dong  Nai 
River  into  War  Zone  "D".  The  2d  Bn,  275th  VC  Regt  was  also  involved  in  this 
operation,  but  to  a  lesser  degree. 

(4)  On  10  July  1967,  elements  of  the  9th  US  Inf  Div,  the  1st 
Australian  Task  Force,  Uth  ACR,  and  ARVN  elements  launched  Operation 
PADDUKjTON  against  elements  of  the  274th  VC  Regt  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
YS  6580.  The  VC  moved  with  their  women  and  children  at  night  and  were  able 
to  avoid  major  contact  with  allied  forces.  During  PADDINGTON  a  new  40mm 
Chicom  rocket  launcher.  Model  56,  and  a  North  Vietnamese  factory  produced 
claymore  mine  were  recovered.  This  was  the  first  encounter  with  a  NVA 
factory  claymore  in  IIICTZ.  During  the  operation,  a  NVA  2d  Lt,  assigned  to 
the  50th  Training  Group  of  the  5th  VC  Div  rallied  and  reported  that  the  5th 

VC  Div  had  received  approximately  105  replacements  from  the  325B  NVA  Division. 

(5)  On  16  July  1967,  vicinity  YS  434820  2d  Bh,  43d  Regt,  ISfch 
ARVN  engaged  an  estimated  VC  Bn,  no  unit  identification  was  established.  On 
20  July  1967,  elements  of  the  2d  Bn,  274th  VC  Regt  attacked  ARVN  outposts  at 
YS  463779  and  YS  453838. 

(6)  On  21  July  1967,  at  0845  hrs,  vicinity  IT  628440,  the 
662  RF  Co  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  VC  Bn |  an  armored  car  platoon  moving 
south  on  Hwy  20  to  reinforce  the  RF  Co  was  a^shed  at  YT  650462.  One  POW 
taken  stated  he  was  a  member  of  the  0800  Dong  Nai  Bn.  Approximately  55 
minutes  later,  between  YT  435328  to  YT  432314  on  Huy  20,  I/3/llth  ACR  was 
ambushed  by  an  estimated  reinforced  VC  V3/llth  ACR  came  under  heavy 
fire  when  reinforcing  L  troop;  the  2d  and  3d  Bns,  275th  VC  Regt  with  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  0800  Duong  Nai  Bn  were  identified  in  tte  action. 

(7)  Blsewhere  in  the  9th  Div  TAOI,  the  VC  continued  to 
harass  GVN  outposts,  attack  RD  cadre,  and  attempt  to  counter  OVN  pacification 

plans. 


(8)  In  Long  An  Province,  VC  forces  dispersed  to  avoid  con¬ 
tact  with  US  forces,  but  on  19  June  1967,  2d  Bde,  9th  US  Inf  QLv  operating 
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from  its  mobile  afloat  base,  contacted  elements  of  the  5th  VC  Bn,  Nha  Be  Dist 
(AKA  306th  Bn)  in  Can  Glouc  Dist.  The  'iZ  lost  heaTily.in  thia  contact. 

(9)  On  the  night  of  23-24  July  1967#  Dong  Tsm  Base  received 
some  32  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire;  it  is  believed  that  the  heavy  weapons 
S({uad  of  the  514th  VC  Bn  was  responsible.  The  rounds  were  all  untl-personnel, 
being  point  detonating  and  effectively  spraying  the  area  with  fine  pellets. 
There  were  no  US  KIA's. 

(lO)  On  29  and  30  July  1967*  US  and  VNlfil  units  made  contact 
with  elements  of  the  263d  VC  Bn.  On  31  July  1967,  the  Deputy  Bn  Conmander 
of  the  263d  VC  Bn  was  captured. 

g.  Enengr  capabilities,  vulnw'ablllties  and  possible  courses  of 

action. 


(1)  In  VC  Ba  Bien  Province,  the  5th  VC  Division  is  expected 
to  step  up  its  "monsoon  offensive",  taking  advantage  of  the  hoped  for  cur¬ 
tailment  of  friendly  aircraft  operations  due  to  weather.  Ihrobable  targets 
include  those  government  outposts  around  the  periphery  of  their  May  Tao 
Mountain  base  of  operations,  convoys  along  Hey^i  1,  2,  15,  and  20,  the  VC 
Zu  Vo  Dat  "rice  bowl",  and  the  Revoluticmary  Development  projects  near 

Loc.  Local  force  guerrillas  will  continue  to  -larass  local  government 
officials,  outposts  and  Revolutionary  Developnent  teams. 

(2)  In  the  RSSZ,  (hroup  10  elements  will  continue  to  harass 
the  shipping  channels  to  Saigon. 

(3)  In  Long  An  Province,  the  entry  of  new  battalions  for 
the  "monsoon  offensive"  has,  as  yet,  Called  to  materialise.  Such  an 
offensive  can  be  expected  if  friendly  forces  fall  to  continue  the  pressure 
which  has  so  effectively  fragmented  the  VC  forces  in  the  area.  Harassment 
will  continue  in  the  fora  of  mining  incidents,  bridge  damage  and  attacks  by 
fire  on  fti>lendly  outposts.  Revolutionary  Development  cadre  and  Chita  Hoi 
centers. 


(4)  In  VC  My  Tho  Province,  the  "monsoon  offensive*  Is  expect¬ 
ed  to  take  the  form  of  a  buibdup  of  several  main  force  and  provincial  batta¬ 
lions,  assisted  local  guerrillas,  to  attack  district  towns  as  well  as  the 
Deng  Tam  Base. 


(5)  Throughout  the  9th  Dlvlaion  TAOI  VC  forces  are  targeted 
through  September  on  the  dlmnftlon  of  OVM  presidential  elections.  Thsy 
to  attack  election  propaganda  teams  and  all  other  personnel  workliqt 
for  the  election,  confiscate  ballot  boxes,  assassinate  candidates  and  attack 
election  sites.  Tax  collection  activities,  propaganda  porograms  and  terror¬ 
ism  are  scqpeeted  to  increase.  However,  the  VC  are  ooneomed  with  the  grow- 
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ing  disenchantment  of  the  people  and  have  cautioned  all  their  forces  to 
avoid  inflicting  casualties  on  the  civilian  population. 

4.  Operations 
a.  General. 

(1)  To  provide  a  basis  for  discussion  of  the  complexity  of  9th 
infantry  Division  tactical  operations^  the  general  paragraph  addresses  the 
Hission,  Task  Organization,  Operational  Control  (OPCON)  of  Organizations,  and 
the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  (MRF);  all  of  iMch  affected  tactical  operations 
during  the  reporting  period. 

(2)  Mission:  The  9th  Infantry  Division  continued  operations  in 
support  of  missions  and  tasks,  specified  and  Implied,  by  the  II  Field  Force, 
Vietnam  Campaign  Plan.  These  operations  consisted  primarily  of  internal  deHnse 
and  development  operations  in  Bien  Hoa,  Long  An,  Dlnh  Tuong,  Gla  Dinh  (ter¬ 
minated  100001  May  1967),  and  Long  Khanh  Province  (initiated  261300  May  1967). 

In  addition,  strike  operations  were  conducted  in  the  RUNG  SAT  Special  Zone 

and  Phuoe  Tuy  Province. 


(3)  Task  Organization:  Task  organization  of  the  9th  Infantry 
Division  remained  relatively  constant  for  the  reporting  period.  Major  changes 
are  addressed  in  paragraph  Ab,  Tactical  (^rations. 


let  Bde 


TF  FUNSTON 


2- 39  Inf 
4^39  Inf 
2rkl  (M)  Ihf 

3- 5  Cav 

1-Xl  Arty  (D8) 

Plat,  C/5-2  Arty  (AMSP) 
TF  Forsyth  (OPCON) 


TF  3-60  (OPCON) 

A/3-34  Arty  (D8) 

Plat  (-),  C/5-2  Arty  (AreP)(SP) 

DIV  ARTY 


A/7-8  Arty  (GS) 

1-84  Arty  (-)(GS) 

See,  C/5-2  Arty  (AMSP) 


3- 47  Inf 

4- 47  Inf 
>34  Arty  (-) 
0/15  Kngr 
CTF  117  (Spt) 

>39  Inf 
a-60  Ihf 


9  Avn 

15  a»gr  (-) 
9  MP  Co  (-) 
9  8ig  (-)^  ^ 
9  MI  Dst  (.) 
39  Chi  Ost 

18  PI  Dst 

19  PI  Dst 
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TP  5-60  199th  Bde  (Sep)(Lt) 

2-4  Arty  (-)(DS)  ( 011110  Mar-lOOOOl  Mav ) 

2  Sec,  C/5-2 
C/15  Sigr  (Spt) 

nth  ACR  (Eff  26fiilO  Mav) 

1-11  Cav 
3-11  Car 
A/7-9  Arty  (DS) 

B/2-35  Arty  (DS) 

B/56  Engr  (-) 

(4)  Operational  Control  and  or  attachment  of  Organizations: 

(a)  During  period  182200  April  -  191155  Hay  1967,  Head¬ 
quarters,  1st  Brigade  was  under  operational  control  (OPCON)  of  Headquarters, 

25th  Infantry  Dlrlslon  for  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  III/DIAMRID  HEAD, 

(b)  The  199th  Bde  (Sep) (Lb)  was  OPCCRI  to  Headquarters, 

9th  Infantry  Dlrlslon  010001  March  -  100001  May  1967  for  Operation  FAIRFAX. 

(c)  Headquarters,  9th  Infantry  Division  assumed  OPCON  of 
11th  ACR  and  Operation  KITTYHANK  on  261300  May  1967.  Attachment  of  the  Uth 
ACR  was  effected  on  1  June. 

(5)  Mobile  Rlrerlne  Force  (MRF) 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  a  significant  innoratlon 
in  the  conduct  of  strike  operations  in  the  Mekong  Delta  occurred  when  Head¬ 
quarters  2d  Brigade  and  Rlrer  Assault  Flotilla  One  (US  Navy)  connenced  opera¬ 
tions  as  the  MRF.  Rlrer  Assault  Flotilla  One  prorldes  mobility,  combat  support, 
and  limited  coidbat  service  support  to  MRF  operations.  The  mission  of  the  MRF 
Is  to  conduct  offensive  operations  In  the  Mekong  Rlrer  Delta  area  and  in  the 
Rung  Sat  Special  Zone.  In  the  accomplishment  of  this  misslcn,  the  MRF  surpas¬ 
ses  any  other  cosblned  strike  force  presently  operating  in  Vietnam.  New 
solutions  to  old  problems  hare  somstimes  bem  required  by  the  NRF  environment: 
among  these  are  oomnunications.  Intelligence  collection,  and  fire  control. 

The  outstanding  combat  record  of  the  MRF  clearly  shows  that  these  problems  hare 
been  met  and  solved.  (App  4>  Conand  History  for  June  -  July  1967*  Commander, 
Rlrer  Assault  Flotilla  One  and  kpp  10,  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned, 
Operation  PAUf  BBACH/CORONADO) 

I  Mobility  Is  the  by-word  of  the  at  all  levels 
from  the  platoon  to  the  brigade.  For  exuipls,  the  ISF  was  alerted  on  25  July 
te  relocate  from  Can  Oloue  District,  Long  An  Provlnoe  to  Cal  Lay  District,  Dinh 
Tuong  hrorlnoe.  Planning  began  immediately,  even  while  combat  elsmmits  were  con- 
duetL^(  search  and  destroy  operations  ashore.  The  MRF  eoMsneed  movmMnt  at 
27D200H  July.  &  Just  over  eleven  and  one-half  hours  the  move  of  3900  personnel 
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with  supporting  artillery  had  been  completed  and  the  area  of  operations  had 
displaced  eighty-five  nautical  miles.  By  way  of  comparison,  to  move  the  same 
number  of  personnel  a  similiar  distance  in  the  same  tiros  period  would  require 
the  constant  services  of  23  CIU,?  aircraft.  Movement  of  supplies  and  supporting 
artillery  would  require  even  more  aircraft  resources*  Although  a  riverine 
move  of  this  type  is  remarkable,  even  greater  mobility  is  obtained  at  smaller 
unit  levels  tdten  both  air  and  riverine  techniques  are  employed.  Blocking  forces 
Inserted  by  airmobile  means  effectively  complement  riverine  assaults  so  that 
the  total  effect  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 

g  Combat  support  and  limited  combat  service  support 
as  provided  by  River  Assault  Flotilla  One  have  contributed  significantly  to 
successful  combat  operations  in  a  riverine  environment.  As  discussed  in  a  pre¬ 
vious  GRLL  published  by  this  headquarters,  a  riverine  artillery  base  had  already 
been  developed  to  render  optimum  support  prior  to  connenclng  full  scale  operations 
by  the  MRF.  Naval  fire  support  in  the  forms  of  20nBn  and  40mn  gims  and  of  Blmm 
direct  fire  mortars  represent  liqxirtant  increases  in  the  firepower  available  to 
the  ground  commander.  Moreover,  rapid  transport  of  forces  within  an  area  of 
conflict  enhances  the  ground  commander's  ability  to  effectively  maneuver  against 
the  eneny.  Repeatedly,  MRF  elements  have  encircled  Viet  Cong  forces  and 
gystemnatically  destroyed  them. 

g  Comninications  problems  which  have  been  encountered 
fall  into  two  categories:  equlposnt  shortages  due  to  increased  requirements, 
and  system  incos^tlblUtles  due  to  changed  envii^nmsntal  conditions.  Shortages 
due  to  overextended  coroninicatlon  equipment  authorisations  are  particularly  pre¬ 
valent  with  TA-312/U  (telephones),  ^292  (antennas),  and  VRC524  (vehicular 
mounted  FM  radios).  Mutual  interference  caused  by  requirements  to  operate  several 
radio  sets  and  associated  antennas  from  one  ship  has  created  a  series  of  tech¬ 
nical  problems  wl.ieh  are  presently  under  study  by  Electronics  Command. 

4  Litelligence  collection  requirements  for  IftF  opera¬ 
tions  are  greater  than  for  comparable  sised  convention^  forces  for  two  reasons: 

(j)  The  MRF,  due  to  its  great  mobility,  nist 
keep  abreast  of  events  in  a  larger  area.  The  intelligence  staff  at  brigade 
level  cannot  physically  keep  track  of  the  data  base  required  for  accurate  esti¬ 
mates  within  an  area  of  Interest  such  as  ths  MtF  area.  Initial  studies  into 
the  feasabllity  of  employing  antomstie  data  processing  equipment  support  this 
oonelusion.  A  fUndami^al  change  in  concept  has  been  made:  A  mobile  Intell¬ 
igence  Team  (NIT)  nominally  consisting  of  representatives  from  2d  Brigade  32, 

9th  division  MI  Dstaonmsnt  (IFW),  9th  Military  Police  Company,  26  CA  Company, 
i9th  PSXOP  Company*  and  other,  specialised  intelligence  vidts  were  organised 
and  equipped  to  move  in  advance  of  the  MRF.  Thus,  idien  the  MRF  is  alerted  to 
increased  enemy  activity  in  an  area  by  existing  intelligence  coUeetlon 
agencies  such  as  ARVN  forces,  Uiited  States  Advisory  teams,  etc.,  the  MIT 
moves  to  the  area,  establishes  vital  liaison  and  begins  target  development. 
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In  this  manner,  the  latest  available  intelligence  on  any  operational  area  is 
disseminated  on  a  timely  basis.  To  further  assist  both  intelligence  collection 
and  population  control,  initial  inquiries  have  been  made  to  obtain  12  Nation^ 
Policemen  on  permanent  assignment  to  the  MRF. 

(b)  The  MEIF  requires  intelligence  not  normally 
needed  for  other  operations.  Navigational  data,  in  particular,  have  been  either 
inaccurate  or  non-existent.  A  riverine  survey  team  assigned  to  Command  Task 
Force  (CTF)  117  has  made  significant  contributions  to  the  operational  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  MRF.  Based  upon  data  collected  during  initial  transit  of  a 
river  or  stream  at  high  tide,  the  survey  team  gives  an  Imnedlate  indication  of 
navigability  at  low  tide.  The  on-scene  (Navy)  commander  can  then  plan  for 
patrols  and  for  support  of  ground  troops  with  confidence;  without  this  on-the- 
spot  data,  the  (Navy)  comnander  would  have  to  rely  upon  outside  sources  of 
information.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  CTF  117  riverine  assault  craft 
have  regularly  transited  streams  described  by  outside  soxu'ces  as  navigable 
only  to  "small  sampans". 


^  Proper  fire  control  is  the  mark  of  a  professional, 
highly  competent  fighting  force.  Initial  fire  support  coordination  policy  has 
been  tested  in  combat  and  necessary  modifications  made.  Because  of  the  fluid 
riverine  environment,  target  Identification  becomes  increasingly  important; 
direct  eomnunicatlon  between  the  supporting  and  the  supported  elements  has 
proven  Invaltiable.  Further,  because  of  the  wealth  and  diversity  of  supporting 
fires  available  to  the  ground  commander,  the  rifle  company  forward  observer 
must  fulfill  the  dual  functions  of  observer  and  of  fire  support  coordinator  for 
the  company  comsander.  Assistance  in  this  mission  is  gained  from  airborne  fire 
support  coordinators  and  from  airborne  command  and  control  helicopters.  Through 
either  one  or  a  combination  of  these  methods,  supporting  fire  frcm  20mm  and 
AOmm  guns,  Slmm  direct  fire  mortars,  lOSna  and  155bb  artillery,  helicopter 
gunshlps,  and  tactical  airstrlkes  as  well  as  those  fires  from  organic  infantry 
weapms  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  enemy. 

(b)  Summary:  The  MRF  has  exceeded  planned  objectives  in 
almsot  every  field.  Oaring  the  reporting  period,  the  VC/US  kill  ratio  stood 
at  7«51tl*  This  kill  ratio  was  greater  than  the  II  FPGRCEV  average  during  the 
reporting  period.  As  refinements  are  incorporated,  current  operational 
capabilities  of  the  MIP  will  sfiow  increased  efficiency  and  effectiveness.  The 
HRF  concept  has  been  proven  sound  on  the  field  of  battle. 

b.'  Tactical  Operations 

(1)  General:  Haven  major  operations  were  conducted  ty  the  9th 
Infantry  Division  during  May-July  1967*  The  primary  obieotive  of  these  operas 
tions  in  the  Division's  Tactical  Area  of  Interest  (TAOl),  was  direetsd  at  in¬ 
ternal  defense  and  developsnnt  with  associated  strike  operations  when  Intelli¬ 
gence  warranted.  In  the  main,  internal  defense  and  development  operations  are 
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still  in  the  offensive  phase.  Transition  into  the  defensive  phase  had  however, 
been  broached  in  the  Long  An  and  Bien  Hoa  Province  where  advisory  assistance  to 
train  ARVN  units  was  initiated  at  the  close  of  the  reporting  period. 

(2)  Operation  ENTERPRISE  (I3  February  -  Present) 

(a)  Background:  At  the  time  this  operation  began.  Long  An 
Province  was  essentially  virgin  territory  in  that  control  of  the  province  had 
fluctuated  between  VC  and  GVN  control  since  1961.  By  early  spring  1967,  the 

VC  were  estimated  to  control  over  seventy-five  percent  of  the  population 
(345*000)  and  over  ninety  percent  of  the  recognized  hamlets  and  villages.  At 
that  time  the  VC  had  a  well  organized  Intelligence  system  and  a  complex  log¬ 
istical  base  system,  especially  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds  avea.  The  two  major  VC 
units  operating  in  Long  An  Province  were  the  506th  Provincial  Mobile  Battalion 
and  the  2d  Independent  Battalion.  Consequently,  the  objective  of  Operation 
ENTERPRISE  during  the  offensive  phase  of  consolidation  operations  was  to  fix 
and  destroy  these  two  units. 

(b)  Operation  QiTERPRISE  was  initiated  I3O83O  February  1967 
by  the  9th  Infantry  Division  idien  3-39  Inf  relieved  2-14  Inf,  25th  Inf  Dlv  at 
Rach  Klen  in  Long  An  Province.  Strmgth  of  division  elements  in  the  province 
were  subsequently  increased  to  brigade  size  with  movement  of  2-60  Inf  into 

Tan  Tru  (X3  655621),  TF  5-60  into  Binh  Phouc  (XS  6IO650)  and  Headquarters,  3d 
Brigade  into  Tan  An  (XS  5486).  During  early  stages  of  the  offensive  phase, 
a  Division  Forward  Conmand  Post  was  established  at  Ben  Luc  (XS  6276).  (App 
5,  Photographs). 

(e)  The  first  major  engagement  of  Operation  ENTERPRISE 
occurred  on  9  April  near  Doi  Ka  Creek  during  the  previous  reporting  period 
(see  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  Activation  through  Deployment). 
IdentiHcation  of  enemy  elements  engaged  revealed  that  a  reinforced  company 
of  the  506th  VC  Battalion,  315  Local  Force  VC  Company  and  local  Guerrillas 
had  bedn  soundly  defeated.  Enemy  losses  in  this  engagement  were  247  VC  KIA 
(BC)  and  1  FW, 


(d)  Operation  ENTERPRISE  was  tenporarily  extended  north  to 
the  Plain  of  Reeds  area  on  6  May.  This  operation  was  called  NIRVANA  II  and 
was  directed  against  VC  Base  Area  371  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds.  Base  Area  371 
was  reported  to  contain  as  many  as  68  separate  logistical  Installations. 

Reports  also  indicated  the  presence  of  the  506th  Local  Force  Battalion  and 
the  VC  Company.  Slsownts  of  the  3d  Brigade  and  one  company  from  4-50  Inf 
(ARVN)  continued  Operation  NIRVANA  II  until  14  Nay  with  no  significant  contact. 
Howevar*  dsstruotlra  of  «i«gy  installations  undoubtedly  had  a  far  reaching  effect 
upon  their  use  fay  the  enemy  for  logistical  purposes.  Final  significant  results 
were  14  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  Hoi  Chanh,  and  111  b^by  traps,  107  bunkers,  6  sampans, 
and  68  rounds  of  60-m  mortar  aanunition  destroyed. 
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(e)  In  summary;  each  battalion  generally  continued  area- 
oriented  consolidation  operations  in  the  district  in  which  it  was  based  during 
the  reporting  period.  When  InteUigence  Indicated  the  presence  of  an  eneoy 
concentration,  battalions  were  massed  to  meet  the  threat.  Often  major  size 
tactical  elements  were  deployed  from  the  ENTERPRISE  area  to  support  operations 
outside  Long  An  Province.  As  evidenced  by  noted  absence  of  any  sizeable  con¬ 
centration  of  eneny  (platoon  size  or  l^ger)  in  Long  An  Province,  the  offensive 
phase  of  Operation  ENTERPRISE  has  almost  been  completed.  The  506th  Provincial 
Nobile  and  2d  Independent  Battalions  can  neither  mass  nor  move  through  the 
province  in  any  sizeable  strength.  Significant  VC  losses  since  13  February  have 
been  1140  VC  KIA  (BC),  42  PW,  30  Kol  Chanh  and  146  SA,  6^-60nm  mortars,  1  M79« 
146.6  tons  of  rice,  4  rolls  of  l6-nin  films,  92  lbs  docments,  (App  3>  Captured 
VC  Plan  to  Attack  Ben  Luc  Bridge ),$6SOOVN  and  miscellaneous  items  captured. 
Destroyed  were:  252  structures,  4132  bunkers,  90  sampans,  10,080  rounds  SA, 

169  mines,  277  grenades,  654  booby  traps,  9*7  tons  of  rice,  1  booby  trap 
factory  and  other  miscellaneous  items.  (App  9,  Combat  Operations  After  Action 
Report-Operation  ENTERPRISE). 

(3)  Operation  PALM  BEACH  (28  January  -  31  May) 

(a)  General:  Operation  PALM  BEACH  was  conducted  in  two 
phases.  Phase  I  (28  Jan  -  10  Mar  )  was  conducted  by  Headquarters,  3d  Brigade. 
During  phase  I  primary  emphasis  was  placed  on  development  of  Dong  Tam  base 
and  security  of  dredging  equlonent  (See  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned, 
Activation  through  Deployment).  On  10  l%Kh,  Headquarters,  2d  Brigade  relieved 
Headquarters,  3d  Brigade  and  Initiated  Phase  II,  During  Phase  II,  Headquarters* 
2d  Brigade  continued  base  development,  dredge  security,  consolidation  operations 
in  the  Hf  Tho  area  and  outfitting  for  Nobile  Riverine  Force  Operations. 

(b)  On  2  May,  in  response  to  intelligence  of  the  presence 
of  the  514  Local  Force  VC  Battalicn  in  the  Ap  Bac  Secret  Zone  (IS  3055),  Head¬ 
quarters,  2d  Bkrigade  conducted  a  classic  search  and  destroy  operation.  Elements 
of  the  3-47  and  3-60  Inf  moved  northwest  of  Dong  Tam  bj  tactical  road  march 

and  deployed  coapudes  abreast  along  Highway  4.  The  two  battalion  force  thm 
moved  north  and  became  heavily  engaged  near  the  approximate  center  (A/3-47  Inf) 
of  the  linear  formation.  While  4/3-47  Ihf  fixed  the  enepf  force,  flank  units 
were  moved  to  complete  an  encirclement.  In  late  afternoon  three  companies 
(A/3-47,  4/3-60  and  C/5-60  (M)  Inf)  mads  a  ground  assault  wh  .eh  subseqpiently 
developed  into  a  night  attack  on  the  enny  position;  The  Viet  Cong,  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  loss  of  195  VC  KIA  (BC),  were  taken  by  complete  surprise.  (Ai^  6, 
Combat  Operations  After  Action  Hepcrt-HtHPTiU!  ZVI).  Total  losses  for  Opwation 
PAUt  BEACH  I  and  II  were  570  VC  KIA  (BC),  45  AT,  6  Ifei  Chanh  and  57  SA,  10 
crew  served  weapons,  1  B40  rocket  launcher,  10.15  tons  of  rice,  .5  tens  of  salt, 
10.5  lbs  of  dooumsots  and  otlmr  miscellaneous  documents  oapteured.  (App  12, 
Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned-Operation  PALM  BEACH  H/CQUHADO) . 

coA/F/oevr/Au 

as 


^  CONFIDENTIkL 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ehding 
31  July  1967  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 


(4)  Operation  CORONADO  (l  June-Continuing) 

(a)  General:  Headquarters,  2d  Brigade  Conducted  limited 
riverine  training  during  Operation  PALM  BEACH  II  by  conducting  smal].  scale, 
short  duration  riverine  assaults  along  the  Song  Tho  (river;  adjacent  to 
Dong  Tam*  These  operations  served  as  a  break-in  vehicle  for  full  scale  opera¬ 
tions  with  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  (MRF).  Upon  initiation  of  operations  with 
the  MRF,  the  mission  of  Headquarters,  2d  Brigade  was  to  conduct  operations  in 
designated  provinces  and  the  RUNG  SAT  Special  Zone  in  cooperation  with  other 

US  Amy,  US  Navy  and  RVN  units  to  extend  GVN  influence  by  capturing/ 
destroying  VC  personnel,  installations,  equipment  and  infrastructure  where  found. 

(b)  Full  scale  operations  of  the  MRF  comnenced  with  the 
initiation  of  CORONADO  I  on  1  June*  CCRONADO  I  began  with  riverine  assaults 
commencing  at  190635  June  vicinity  Rach  Nui  (CanalKXS  8466)*  At  1150  the  same 
morning  A/4-47  Inf  became  heavily  engaged  with  elements  of  the  5th  Nha  Be  (VC) 
Battalion,  k/k-kl  Inf  had  little  or  no  cover  at  the  outset  of  the  battleCand 
the  eneny  was  fighting  from  prepared  positions*  Losses  during  this  action  were: 
US,  21  KKA  and  53  VHA,  VC  losses  were  256  KIA  (BC) *  During  the  remainder  of 
Operation  CORONADO  I,  Headquarters  2d  Brigade  in  coordination  and  cooperation 
with  2d  and  3d  Battalions,  46th  Infantry  Regiment  (ARVN)  conducted  eight  brigade 
size  operations  in  Long  An  snd  Go  Cong  Provinces.  These  operations  resulted  in 
243  VC  KIA  (BC),  109  PW  and  58  Hoi  Chanh. 

(c)  CORONADO  II  was  initiated  270600  July  in  vieetem  Dinh 
Tuong  Province*  Headquarters,  2d  Brigade,  augmented  by  Ist  Brigade,  25th  Infan¬ 
try  Division,  3-39  Inf  and  TF  5-60  Inf  (9th  Ihfantry  Division)  and  in  coordination 
with  elements  of  Hh  Infantry  Division  (ARVN),  VNMC  Brigade  (-)  and  44th  Ranger 
Battalion,  reacted  to  intelligence  of  five  VC  Battalions  located  in  Dinh  Tuong 
Province*  A  running  battle  ensued  with  heaviest  contact  being  made  by  3d  and 

4th  Battalims,  VCMC  Brigade  (-)«  During  this  operation  the  Vietnamese  Narines 
inflicted  108  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  6  FN  idtile  suffering  44  KHA  and  115  NHA*  Losses 
Inflicted  by  US  Forces  totaled  70  VC  KIA  (BC),  6  PN  and  1  Hoi  Chanh  while  suf¬ 
fering  8  KHA  and  30  NHA* 

(d)  The  9th  Infantry  Division  TAOI  includes  the  RUNG  SAT 
Special  Zone  (RSSZ).  After  conducting  pensive  operations  during  the  previous 
reporting  period  (Operation  CHAPMAN)  and  a  portion  of  the  current  period,  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  RSSZ  were  temporarily  suspended  at  121200  Ksy  1967.  Nhile  Divi¬ 
sion  elements  were  conducting  Operation  CHAPMAN  and  after  operations  wore  temp¬ 
orarily  suspended,  other  FWMAF  continued  to  conduct  limited  operations  through¬ 
out  other  pylons  of  the  sene.  At  010700  June  1967  Operation  GREAT  BEND  was 
initiated.  Nhen  intelligence  sources  indicate  the  presence  of  the  enemgr  in  the 
sons.  Operation  GREAT  BEND  is  reinitiated  with  forces  primarily  from  the  lOF, 

These  foreos  generally  vary  from  company  to  battalion  sise,  operating  in  the 
RSSZ  for  two-three  day  intervals.  Although  no  major  encounters  with  the  enemy 
have  evolved  from  these  operations,  destruction  and  capture  of  enemy  fortifXea^ 
tions  and  materials  during  operations  conducted  has  undoubtedly  had  a  devastating 

CON  FI^DENTIAL 


3^ 


AVDE-MH 

SUBJECT: 


CON  F/Oe/VTIAL 

Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 


effect  on  enemy  operations  in  the  RSSZ.  (App  12,  Operational  Report-Us- 
sons  Learned,  Operation  PALM  BEACH  II/CORONADO) 

(e)  In  summary.  Operation  CORONADO  and  the  MRF  comcept  has 
proved  highly  effective  in  defeating  enemy  forces  hiding,  training  and  attempt¬ 
ing  to  live  in  a  riverine  environment.  Continued  strike  operations  eiiq)loying 
rivM’ine  and  airmobile  assaults  with  associated  fire  power  will,  in  the  final 
analysis,  serve  to  destroy  the  enemy  in  a  geographical  sanctuary  which  has 
supported  enemy  operations  and  existence  in  the  Mekong  Delta  area  for  many 
years*  (App  12,  Opei*ational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  Operation  PAIM  BEACH  II/ 
CORONADO) . 

(5)  Operation  FAIRFAX:  The  199th  Infantry  Brigade  (Sep)  (Lt) 
was  conducting  Oration  FAIRFAX  in  Gia  Dinh  Province  (Capital  Military  Dis¬ 
trict)  when  Headquarters,  9th  Infantry  Division  assumed  operational  control  on 
010001  March  1967.  The  199th  Inf  Bde  continued  operations  in  the  Gia  Dinh 
Province  and  periodically  supported  Operation  I31TERPRISE  by  deploying  battalion 
size  elements  into  Long  An  Province.  Total  VC  Ipsses  to  the  199th  Infantry 
Brigade  while  under  operational  control  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division  -Mid  while 
conducting  Operation  FAIRFAX  and  participating  in  Operation  BITERPRISE  during 
period  010001  March-100001  May,  were  274  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  22  FW.  Upon  termina¬ 
tion  of  OPCON  to  9th  Infantry  Division,  the  199th  Inf  Bde  continued  Operation 
FAIRFAX. 

(6)  Operation  AKRON  (9>29  June)  was  conducted  by  Headquarters, 

Ist  Ek'igade  and  3-11  Cav  south  of  Camp  Martin  ^  clear  Base  Area  303 
(Hat  Dlch)  of  VO  Forces  and  installations.  A  .oux.  nal  major  objective  of 
the  operation  was  to  clear  throe  trails  and  h  icopte  landing  zones  between 
WLghwty  15  and  Highway  2  to  facilitate  future  oera+  .is.  An  engineer  task 
force  composed  of  A  and  B/15  Engineer  Battali  A/B6  Bigineer  Battalion 

with  26  bulldozers  and  17  Rome  Plows  sueeeede  in  clearing  45*7  km  of  trails 
and  1615  acres  of  jungle.  One  major  engageme  .  during  the  operation  occurred 
190U5  June  when  1st  Bn,  274th  VC  Regiment  at  icked  the  3-n  Cav  cossnand  post. 

The  VC  employed  automatic  weapons,  75iBm  recolxess  rifles  and  mortars  but  ware 
unable  to  breach  the  perimeter.  VC  losses  were  65  KIA  (BC).  US  losses  were 

9  KHA  and  32  MHA.  Total  VC  losses  for  the  operation  were  94  VC  KIA  (BC),  4 
FW,  2  Hoi  Chanh  and  10,935  rounds  SA,  45  mines,  9  tons  of  rice,  12  sampans, 

98  structures,  15  tunnels,  1370  bunkers  and  two  reglmantal  size  base  camps 
destroyed*  Sizty-two  small  arms  and  seven  crew  served  weapons  were  captured* 

(App  7,  Combat  0^'atlons  After  Action  Report-Operation  AKRON). 

(7)  Operatlm  PADOlNQTCai  (10-16  July).  This  was  a  strike  oper¬ 
ation  conducted  in  Phuoc  Toy  Province  to  destroy  elammts  of  the  5th  VC  Division. 
This  operation  was  omtrolled  by  a  9th  Infantry  Division  Forward  Command  Post 
located  with  Headquarters,  Ist  Australian  Task  Foroe  vicinity  Nul  Dat  (IS  4367)* 
Headquarters,  1st  ETlgads,  9th  Infantry  Division,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
(-),  2d  and  3d  Battalion,  VNNC  Brigade,  2-43  ARVN,  2d  Royal  Australian  Regimmnt 
(RAR)  and  7th  RAR  participated.  One  major  engagement  Involving  3d  Eh  VHMC  a:^ 
one  battalion  of  the  274th  VC  Regiment  at  121030  July  resulted  in  40  VC  KIA  (BC). 
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A  major  accomplishment  of  Operation  PADDINGTON  was  the  successful  employment  of  a 
Trl-PWHAF  In  a  previously  Inaccessible  area  to  significantly  disrupt  Installa¬ 
tions  and  activities  of  the  5th  VC  Division.  Total  eneny  losses  were  92  VC 
KIA  (BC)  and  13  SA,  400  AP  mines,  10  AT  mines,  1000  hand  grenades,  25  RPF  rounds 
and  2600  SA  rounds  captured.  In  addition,  350  bunkers,  1500  meters  of  trench, 

56  huts  and  9800  pounds  of  rice  and  grain  were  destroyed.  (App  13,  Combat 
Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  PADDINGTON;. 

(8)  Operation  HOPTAC  (OlOOOl  June  -  Present).  This  is  an  Internal 
defense  and  development  operation  in  the  Dinh  Tuong  Province  which  Ihcludes  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  Dong  Tam  base  (XS  4143).  Task  Force  Funston  (a  provisional  Head¬ 
quarters  and  Headquarters  tetachment)  is  allocated  forces  for  defense  of  the 
Dong  Tam  Base,  security  of  dredging  and  construction  operations  (see  paragraph  11, 
Base  Development)  and  for  limited  consolidation  operations.  During  the  reporting 
period  two  mortar  attacks  against  Dong  Tam  base  occurred.  Artillery,  gunshlps 
and  AC-47  aircraft  supported  in  both  attacks  with  unknown  results.  Significant 
losses  during  Operation  HOPTAC  have  been:  VC  87  KIA  (BC),  3  PV  and  one  pound  of 
documents  captured  and  41  structures,  311  bunkers,  112  booby  traps,  three  grenades, 
five  mines,  20  tons  of  rice,  13  saiqxuis,  one  lumber  yard  and  one  tunnel  destroyed. 
US  losses  were:  4  KHA.  59  UHA  and  one  APC  and  one  3/4  ton  truck  destroyed,  seven 
3/4  ton  trucks,  three  t  ton  trucks,  two  2i  ^n  trucks,  one  Medical  Unit,  self- 
contained  transportable,  one  air  conditioner,  two  AN/(3iC  46  radios  and  six  trucks 
damaged. 


(9)  Operation  RILEI  (03OOOI  July  -  Present).  This  is  an  inter¬ 
nal  defense  and  development  operation  in  Blen  Hoa  Province  and  includes  defense 
of  Camp  Martin  Cox.  When  not  engaged  In  strike  operations.  Headquarters,  1st 
Brigade  assumes  operational  control  of  all  elements  engaged  in  Operation  RII£Y 
including  Task  Force  Foreyth  (a  provisional  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Oe- 
taehsmnt  located  at  Camp  Martin  Cox).  In  the  absence  of  Headquarters,  1st  Bri¬ 
gade,  TF  Forsyth  is  allocated  sufficient  forces  to  secure  Canq)  Martin  Cox  and  to 
conduct  limited  consolidation  operations  in  the  Area  of  Operations  for  Operation 
RlUnr,  In  addition  to  providing  assistance  to  loccd  RF/PF  outpost  positions 
in  the  form  of  construction  materials  and  technical  assistance  during  Operation 
RII£Z,  a  training  program  for  the  2-4H  Inf  (ARVN)  was  initiated  on  31  July  1967. 
Significant  losses  during  the  reporting  period  have  been  US:  2  KHA  and  14  WHA. 

VC  losses  have  been  1  KIA  (BC),  19  detainees,  and  two  sewing  machines,  a  small 
amount  of  documents,  one  carbine  magailne  and  one  typewriter  captured  and  23 
huts,  36  bunkers,  five  mines,  four  M-79  rounds,  23  sampans,  744  rounds  of  small 
arms  amninltion,  two  spider  holes,  five  CBU,  10  booty  traps  and  one  claymore  mine 
destroyed. 


(10)  Operation  KITTIHAWK  continued  during  the  reporting  period 
with  11  ACR  (-)  conducting  internal  defense  and  development  operations  in  the 
Loi«  Kanh  Province.  A^phaels  daring  the  operation  has  been  on  providing  secu¬ 
rity  of  routes  bstween  Long  Oiao  (XS  4397)  and  Loi«  Blnh  (XT  0612}  and  ^  Ray 
(XT  6312).  On  27  June,  1-11  ACR  moved  to  rsinforcs  $2d  Ranger  te  (ARVN)  which 
were  in  heavy  contact  with  elements  of  3d  Bn  275tb  VC  Rsgimint  vicnity  XT  3332. 
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Subsequently  the  9th  Infantry  Division  provided  2-39  Inf,  L-39  Inf,  A/3-5  Cav 
and  supporting  artillery  to  OPC(^  11  ACR.  Significant  results  of  the  battle 
were  49  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  a  sunstantlal  amount  of  equipment  captured,  (see 
Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  11th  ACR). 

(11)  Operation  EMPORIA  (21  July  -  Present).  The  11  ACR  (-) 
initiated  major  jungle  clearing  operations  along  Highway  20  from  Its  junction 
with  Highway  1  to  the  II  CTZ  Boundary,  a  distance  of  90  kilometers.  At 
210935 »  L/3-11  Cav  engaged  a  battalion  of  the  275th  VC  Regiment  reinforced 
by  elemei^s  of  the  BONG  NAI  Battalion.  The  'fC  employed  57-iiin  recoUess 
rifles,  RFG  rockets,  automatic  weapons  and  assorted  small  arms.  Enemy  losses 
were  96  KIA  (BC),  1  FW  and  25  small  arms  and  six  crew  served  weapons  captured. 
US  losses  were  14  KHA  and  47  VIHA^  (See  Operatioial  Report-Lessons  Learned, 
nth  ACR). 


c.  Psychological  Operations  (PSYOP). 

(1)  The  9th  Division  PSYOP  Campaign  has  Increased  Its  effectlv- 
ness  and  volume  of  support  to  the  division.  This  increase  in  both  volume  and 
effectiveness  can  be  attributed  to  the  application  of  the  experience  gained  by 
Division  Psyoperators  during  the  preceeding  months  and  to  refined  procedures  for 
effecting  coordination  between  brigade,  division  and  supporting  PSYOP  Companies. 
These  experiences  were  exchanged  during  weekly  PSYOP  meetings  In  which  plans  were 
also  formulated  for  upcoming  operations.  The  most  noticeable  achievement  In 
Division  PSYOP  to  date  occurred  on  31  July.  On  310910  July  1967,  a  request  for  a 
rapid  reaction  leaflet  from  the  2d  Brigade  was  phoned  to  division.  At  0920  hours 
this  request  was  phoned  the  246th  PSYOP  Company  in  Blen  Hoa.  The  leaflet  was 
given  top  priority  by  the  246th  PSYOP  Company  and  put  ahead  of  all  other  requests 
The  presses  were  stopped  and  the  leaflet  was  processed  for  immediate  printing. 

E!y  1^  hours  50,000  copies  of  the  leaflet  were  printed  and  on  their  way  to  the 
Bien  Hoa  Air  Base  to  be  put  on  a  PSYOP  aircraft.  By  1400  hours  the  leaflet  was 
dropped  In  Oinh  Tuong  Province.  In  just  a  matter  of  five  hours  the  leaflet  was 
processed,  printed  and  air  dropped,  reducing  the  normal  reaction  time  for  a 
leaflet  of  this  type  hy  19  hours.  Although  this  is  just  one  example,  it  does 
reflect  the  higher  degree  of  coordination  now  being  applied  between  brigade, 
division  and  the  supporting  PSYOP  Companies.  Comnandsrs  within  the  division 
have  also  increased  their  awareness  of  the  isqnrtanee  of  PSYOP  before,  during, 
and  after  taotloal  operations.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  production  of  rapid 
reaction  PSYOP  (App  11,  Saiqile  PSYOP  Leaflets)  to  exploit  Chieu  Hoi  gains  a^ 
tactical  operations. 

(2)  PSYOP  activities  during  the  reporting  period  are  as  follows < 

May*  12,599»000  leaflets  air  dropped 

157,646  hand  and  ground  disseminated. 

50  hours  and  15  minutes  aerial  and  ground  loudspeaker 
broadcasts. 

35  Films. 

confidential 


AVD&.MH 

SUBJECT: 


CO/V/riDE/VT/ AL 

Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS/CSFOR-65) 


June:  14,410,000  Leaflets  air  dropped. 

16,000  Hand  and  ground  disseminated. 

23  hoxirs  and  25  minutes  aerial  and  ground  loudspeaker 
broadcasts. 

29  Films, 

July:  12,297,500  Leaflets  air  dropped. 

15,920  Hand  and  ground  disseminated. 

26  Hours  aerial  and  ground  loudspeaker  broadcasts. 

51  Films. 

Leaflets,  JUSPAO  Newsletters^  posters  and  miscellaneous  publications  were 
hand  and  ground  disseminated  during  MED/DQITCAPS,  County  Fairs  and  audio-visual 
presentations.  This  method  of  PSYOP  dissemination  is  continually  stressed  as 
it  employs  "Face  to  Face”  persuasion.  Films  continued  to  be  received  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  by  the  target  audience.  Films  shown  consisted  of  comedies,  westerns, 
public  health  and  sanitation  and  VN  psychological  appeals. 

(3)  The  effectiveness  of  the  9th  Division  PSYOP  Campaign  is  more 
apparent  through  the  number  of  Hoi  Chanh  rallying  in  the  division  TAOI,  not  nec¬ 
essarily  to  the  Division.  During  the  reporting  period  19  Hoi  Chanh  rallied  to 
the  9th  Infantry  Division.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  12  between  this  and  the 
previous  reporting  period.  However,  the  number  of  ralUers  in  the  Division 
TAOI  has  remained  on  par  or  surpassed  last  years  figures  for  the  same  period  of 
time.  Vfhen  2d  Brigade  began  conducting  operations  in  Dlnh  Tuong  in  February, 
ralUers  increased.  When  the  Hobile  Riverine  Force  operations  were  shifted  to 
another  province,  the  rate  declined.  Another  example  Is  Long  An  Province. 

Division  Forces  first  began  operations  there  in  February  and  the  rate  increased, 
reaching  its  peak  in  March,  After  that  the  rate  fell  but  has  remained  relatively 
high.  A  slight  decrease  in  the  rate  is  expected  after  initial  operations  as 

the  soft  marks  turn  themselves  in  first.  Hard  core  VC  are  more  difficult  to 
convince,  but  extended  pressure  over  the  months  causes  many  of  them  to  rally. 
Increases  in  Hoi  Chanh  are  partly  attributable  to  the  intensive  PSYOP  program 
being  carried  out  by  the  3d  Brigade  in  support  of  battalion  operations.  In 
other  areas,  results  of  the  PSYOP  caapaign  are  not  so  readily  apparent,  hon^ 
ever,  new  ideas  are  being  formulated  to  intensify  the  campaign  in  these  in 
these  low  yeld  areas.  RMlislng  the  value  of  imnsdlate  exploitation  of  Hoi 
Chanh,  maneuver  uhlts  have  steadily  Increased  PSYOP  effort  in  this  area. 
Exploitation  of  ralliers  will  continue  to  receive  maximum  esqphssls  in  an  effort 
to  induce  prospective  Hoi  Chanh  to  rally.  A  concentrated  effort  will  also 
be  established  to  induce  NVA  ralliers.  A  Chleu  Hoi  <piestlonaire  has  been 
prepared  for  distribution  to  insure  a  a»re  accurate  method  of  evaluation  of 
the  PSIOP  effort. 

(4)  PSXOP  field  teams  are  currently  attached  to  the  2d  and  3<i 
Brigades  from  the  19th  and  246th  PSYOP  Companies.  These  teams  provide  PSYOP 
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support  in  the  form  of  ground  loudspeaker  broadcasts  and  audio-visual  presenta¬ 
tions.  PSYOP  field  teams  consist  of  one  officer  and  one  EM  cadre  proidded  to 
tactical  units  on  a  direct  support  mission  basis  to  provide  maneuver  units  with 
a  PSYOP  advisory  and  operational  unit.  The  loudspeaker  field  team,  equipped  with 
the  AN/U1H5  public  address  set,  is  capable  of  operating  in  a  vehicle  or  ground 
role  and  broadcasting  up  to  3000  meters.  Complementing  the  efforts  of  the  loud¬ 
speaker  field  team  is  an  audio-visual  field  team  which  is  restricted  to  a 
vehicle  role.  Their  primary  piece  of  equipment  is  a  PSYOP  jeepster  that  can  be 
used  to  show  movies  and  record  and  broadcast  loudspeaker  appeals  on  the  spot. 

The  PSYOP  field  teams  act  as  propaganda  advisors  to  ground  unit  commanders  in 
addition  to  their  operational  missions  that  include: 

(a)  Supporting  tactical  operations  with  propaganda  against 
civilian  non-combatants  and  hostile  forces. 

(b)  Exploiting  pyschologlcal  opportunities  and  vulnerabili¬ 
ties  that  are  determined  during  tactical  operations. 

(c)  Providing  a  quick  reaction  persoiwto-person  contact 
with  non-combatants  and  hostile  forces  encountered. 

(d)  Providing  a  limited  PSYOP  intelligence  capability  to 

the  supported  unit. 

PSYOP  field  teams  provide  the  Divisiw:  with  an  increased  capability  to 
win  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people  and  control  non-combatants  iddeh  is 
essential  in  this  type  of  war  in  order  to  accomplish  the  tactical  mission. 

The  audio-visual  field  team  has  proven  particularly  effective  in  hand' dissemi¬ 
nating  printed  media*  i.e.*  leaflets*  JUSPAO  Newsletters  and  mlseellaneous  pub¬ 
lications  during  audio-visual  presentations. 

(5)  There  are  not  enou^  field  teams  available  to  adeqpiately  sup¬ 
port  the  division.  Plans  are  underway  to  upgrade  the  PSYOP  supporting  companies 
to  battalion  site  which  will  provide  the  additional  field  teams. 

(6)  Future  PSYOP  will  be  phased  into  all  aspects  of  Division 
tactical  operations.  It  will  also  be  eapf^slaed  more  during  NED/DEMTCAPS  in 
the  "Pace  to  Pace"  role.  The  addition  of  JO  portable  megaphones  and  a  multilith 
S5  printing  press  will  significantly  increase  the  Division's  capability  of 
providing  rafdd  reaction  PSYOP  during  tactical  operations. 

(7)  Recapitulation  of  ^rsetological  Operations  Activities  by 
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Province 

Leaflets 

Hise  Pub  & 

Aerial  & 

Films 

Air  -  Droooed 

leaflets  hand 
Disseminated 

L/S  Broadcasts 

Phuoc  Toy 

2,766,000 

Long  Khanh 

5,442,000 

10,000 

11:20 

12 

Bien  Hoa 

1,540,000 

15,349 

3:30 

Long  An 

13,099,500 

56,217 

59J15 

93 

Dinh  Tuong 

12,281,000: 

8,000 

10:55 

10 

Others 

4,178,000 

100,000 

14:40 

d.  An  objective  appraslal  of  the  progress  of  internal  defense  and 
development  operations  In  the  Division *s  tactical  area  or  responsibility  (TAOR) 
indicates  that  the  offensive  phase  of  consolidation  Is  almost  concluded.  Area- 
erlented  consolidation  operations  In  districts  where  the  Division  Is  depleted 
in  strength  have  for  exan^le,  rendered  base  camp  areas  almost  totally  safe. 

Strike  operations  have  either  fragmented  organized  enemy  resistance  into jsnall 
groups  or  driven  It  out  to  the  TAOR.  Small  groups  of  enemy  resistance  present 
no  significant  difficulty  and  strike  operations  can  be  quickly  mounted  against 
large  enemy  forces  that  attempt  to  enter  or  transit  the  TAOR.  The  remaining 
problem,  y&iich  Is  Infinltly  more  convex.  Is  destruction  of  enemy  infrastructure. 
Destruction  of  the  Infrastructure  Is  undoubtedly  taking  care  of  itself  to  a 
degree.  For  example,  the  enemy  cannot  produce  victories  which  are  vital  to 
projecting  the  Viet  Cong  cause  without  freedom  of  movement  within  the  TAOR. 
Moreover,  the  infratructxxre  Is  constantly  being  expose  to  extensive  psychological 
operations  which  have  In  the  past,  produced  tangible  results  within  organized 
eneoy  units.  This  leads  to  the  conjecture  that  the  infi:*astructure  nay  be  losing 
Its  effectiveness  nor  than  Is  readily  apparent  on  the  surface.  It  Is  toward 
this  end~-destructlon  of  the  enemy  infrastructure,  that  future  operations  will 
continue  to  be  directed. 

5.  Logistical 

a.  Supply  and  Service 

(1)  General.  As  experience  is  gained  supply  and  services 

for  the  Division  improved.  The  Division  continues  to  rely  mainly  upon  organic 
support  for  all  operations  but  when  needed  the  support  from  the  Ist  Logistical 
Consnd  has  been  excellent.  The  most  significant  change  in  logistical  opera¬ 
tions  was  establishment  of  support  for  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  (ISF).  The 
ItV  is  supported  as  outlined  in  Admin  Order  4-67,  dated  15  Nsy  67,  with  Change 
1,  dated  31  May  67  (App  S) 

(2)  Class  I.  Class  I  support  remained  exoellont.  During  the  re¬ 
porting  period  two  ice  plants,  one  at  Camp  Martin  Cox  and  one  at  Dong  Tam,  bo- 
•pms  operational.  Additionally,  an  ice  cream  plant  was  constructed  and  became 
operational  at  Dong  Tam  Base.  An  ice  cream  plant  for  Camp  Martin  Cox  is  under 
oenstraetion  and  is  prograaBsd  to  be  completed  in  August  1967* 
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(3)  Class  II  and  IV.  No  major  problem  exists  with  Class  II  & 

IV.  Although}  there  continues  to  be  shortages  in  certain  areas,  these  short¬ 
ages  have  not  hindered  the  Division  mission. 

(4)  Class  III  and  IIIA.  Limited  capabilities  within  the  division 
to  provide  helicopter  refueling  points  have  caused  some  problems.  When  opera¬ 
tions  have  required  more  points  than  can  be  supported  by  Division  assets the 
1st  Logistical  Command  has  provided  5000  gallon  tankers  for  limited  periods  as 
refueling  points.  This  action  was  particulary  helpful  during  Operation  PADDINGTON 
which  required  a  totdl  of  forty-two  refueling  points  during  the  initial  phases 

of  the  operation.  The  completion  of  two  bolted  steel  tanks  at  Dong  Tam  base 
has  increased  the  storage  capacity  for  JP-4  to  over  200,000  gallons.  Foiu*  bolted 
steel  tanks  for  storage  of  Class  III  at  Camp  Martin  Cox  are  under  construction. 
During  the  period  the  POL  Section  issued  1,123,326  gallons  of  MOGAS,  1,264,538 
gallons  of  diesel,  1,834,200  gallons  of  JP-4  and  88,400  gallons  of  AVGAS. 

(5)  Class  V.  No  significant  probledl  areas  have  been  encountered 

in  this  area. 

b.  Maintenance 

(1)  There  have  been  no  significant  maintenance  problems  during 
the  reporting  period  with  exception  of  maintenance  support  of  the  Mobile 
Riverine  Force. 

(2)  The  709th  Maintenance  had  the  following  job  orders  during 

the  quarter: 

RECEIVED  COMPIgTED 


Aircraft 

323 

343 

Tracked  Vehicles 

170 

151 

Wheeled  Vehicles 

506 

436 

Artillery  &  Mortars 

47 

43 

Generators 

Idk 

424 

Heavy  Construction  Equip 

55 

45 

Signid  Equip 

4732 

4738 

Office  Machines 

189 

312 

e.  The  9th  Medical  Battalion  treated  17,811  patients.  Of  this 
nuiri)er  288  resulted  from  hostile  action  and  the  renalndw  were  non-battle 
injuries  and  diseases.  Additionally,  1,639  KEOCAP  and  314  ISMTCAP  patients 
were  treated. 

d.  Graves  Registration  Section  of  the  9th  S  &  T  Battalion  prooessed 
115  divislmal  resuilns  and  225  diviaional/nmnllvlsional  personal  effeots  dur* 
Ing  the  period. 
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e.  During  the  reporting  period,  a  test  was  made  of  various  lubrl- 
cwts  idilch  would  prevent  or  lower  the  number  of  malfunctions  of  the  M16E1 
rifle  (App  9,  Evaluation  of  Effectiveness  of  Lubricant  Used  with  M16E1  Rifle)* 

f*  Logistical  Support  for  Operations. 

(1)  Operation  ESnSRPRlSE:  Support  of  Operation  E3ITERFB1SE 
continues  as  previously  reported.  There  has  been  only  one  significant  change. 
The  Division  has  established  a  policy  of  conducting  night  convoys  to  the 
Forward  Support  Elemcint  at  Tan  An  supporting  the  3rd  Brigade.  Presently  the 
9th  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion  is  conducting  two  night  convoys  p«:  week 
averaging  15  trucks  per  convoy.  The  benefits  of  this  action  are  twofold. 

One,  the  movement  of  US  convoys  at  night  restrict  the  Viet  Cong  in  their 
movement.  Second,  the  road  (Highway  k)  la  free  from  large  US  convoys  during 
the  daytime  allowing  more  freedom  of  movement  for  Vietnamese  civilian  traffic. 
Also,  it  is  planned  to  have  the  1st  Logistical  Command  conduct  four  (4)  night 
convoys  per  week  idiich  will  further  restrict  VC  movement  at  night  and  allow 
more  freedom  of  movement  for  civilians  during  the  daytime. 

(2)  Operation  PADDINGTON:  Due  to  the  extensive  area  covered 
by  the  operation  and  the  large  number  of  units  enqployed.  It  was  necessary 
to  establish  two  logistical  support  bases.  One  base  was  established  at 
the  Blaekhorse  Base  Camp  and  coordinated  by  the  S4,  1st  Brigade,  9th  Inf 
Division.  The  second  base  was  established  at  Xpyen  Hoc  and  operated  by  the 
Forward  Supply  Element,  9th  S  &  T  Bn  normally  supporting  the  Ist  Brigade* 

The  logistical  base  at  Blaekhorse  was  resupplied  by  the  29th  General  Support 
Group  through  the  Forward  Logistical  Base  located  at  the  base  camp.  The  base 
at  Xqyem  Hoc  was  resupplied  by  unit  delivery  from  the  53r<i  General  Support 
Group  located  in  V\mg  Tau.  It  should  be  noted  that  an  operation  involving 
other  FHMAF|  idiere  a  US  infantry  division  is  designated  as  the  controlling 
headquarters,  detailed  planning  and  coordination  between  the  maneuver  ele¬ 
ments  and  the  support  uidts  mist  be  effected.  Each  area  of  supply,  main¬ 
tenance  and  medical  support  must  be  pinpointed.  When  needed,  outside  assistance 
from  the  logistical  command  must  be  called  for  well  in  advance  and  programed 
into  the  overall  support  plan. 

(3)  Operation  BIPSKU  I:  An  operation  to  clear  IQghway  20 
conducted  by  the  Uth  ACR  was  not  supported  by  the  logistical  slanant  of 
the  iih  Division.  Coordination  was  effected  by  the  11th  ACS  thru  the  ^h 
Division  with  the  29th  General  Support  Group.  Unit  distribution  was  Mde 
of  Class  I,  III  and  V  and  liadted  II  md  TV  by  convoy  daily*  Limited  air 
resupply  was  also  used. 

(4)  Operation  COBOWADO  I  and  II:  Opwatlons  oondueted  by 
the  2d  Brigade  (Nobile  Siverine  Force),  9th  Infantry  Division  is  unique  in 
that  resup^  except  for  freeh  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  some  repair  parts 

3T.  (App  9«  Admin  and  Logistical  Support  for  Operation 
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(5)  Logistical  support  of  operations  in  close  proximity  to 
Camp  Martin  Cox  continue  to  be  supported  from  the  Division's  primary  base 
camp  as  previously  reported. 

6.  Fire  Support 

a.  General:  Fire  support  during  the  reporting  period  consisted 

of  employment  of  artilleryi  close  air  support,  B-52  alrstrikes,  chemical,  naval 
monitors  and  helicopter  gupship  support.  Fire  Support  coordination  for  the 
most  part,  was  conducted  at  battalion  and  brigade  level  with  the  Division  Fire 
Support  Coordination  Center  monitering  fire  support  plans  and  offering  guidance 
and  assistance  as  required. 

b.  Fire  Support  Coordination 

(1)  Most  requests  for  fire  support  are  routed  directly  to  the 
element  which  will  provide  support  rather  than  through  the  fire  support 
coordinator.  The  nature  of  the  combat  environment  in  which  the  Divisio%;is 
conducting  internal  defense  and  development  operations  dictates  use  of  this 
system.  In  some  cases  this  system  did  not  give  the  fire  support  coordinatl(m 
center  complete  knowledge  of  the  fire  support  being  provided  and  consequently, 
did  not  always  permit  employment  of  the  quickest  and  most  economical  means  of 
fire  support. 


(2)  The  first  operation  requiring  close  centralized  control  of 
fire  support  by  the  Division  Fire  Support  Element  was  Operation  PAODINGTOH. 

During  this  operation  the  Division  Fire  Support  Element  operated  from  the 
Division  Forward  Command  Post  to  control  the  fires  of  all  the  various  fire 
support  means.  Even  though  no  serious  problem  areas  were  encountered,  several 
areas  in  fire  support  coordination  required  refinement. 

(a)  Pronqit  and  accurate  reporting  of  artillery  locations  and 
proposed  moves  are  extremely  important  to  the  fire  support  coordinator.  In 
this  regard  it  is  imperative  that  aggressiveness  and  a  sense  of  urgency  be 
demonstrated  to  establish  conmunication  between  the  fire  support  element  and 
the  artillery  control  headquarters.  Both  FM  and  VHP  should  be  used.  Comminio 
cations  are  essential  to  Insure  adeqiuate  fire  support  of  maneuver  slsments  and 
mutual  support  of  fire  support/patrol  bases  (FS/PB)  during  multi-battalion 
strike  operations.  Fire  plans  and  progress  reports  implsmentii:g  the  fire  plan 
aust  be  reported  to  the  fire  support  element  promptly. 

(h)  Post  operation  fire  support  upon  termination  of  Operation 
PADDINGTON  included  preparation  of  a  target  list  for  employment  of  non-toide 
ohsfiicals^  artillery  and  airstrlkes  base  cm  an  analysis  of  intelUgenee  ae- 
qpilred  during  the  opwration  by  the  1st  Australian  Task  Faroe.  The  msthod  for 
Stacking  a  target  was  as  followst  After  a  target  was  identified  either  from 
intelllgones  or  by  the  Miui  Pack  Personnel  Detector,  a  CS  drop  would  be  made. 
Approxiiiately  30  minutes  later  an  airstriks  would  be  called  in  on  target  and 
this  would  be  followed  by  artillery  harassing  and  interdictory  fires.  Actual 
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results  of  the  program  are  unknown;  howeverf  it  is  feasible  that  harassment 
of  enemy  units  in  the  area  justified  the  program.  Follow-on  artillery,  air 
and  chemical  fires  should  be  considered  in  order  to  prolong  the  effects  of 
any  strike  operation.  The  major  problem  is  scheduling  follow-on  fires  was 
the  availability  of  air strikes.  Since  these  were  harassing  and  interdictory 
targets  the  priority  for  airstrlkes  was  low.  In  most  cases  a  more  urgent 
request  than  harassing  and  Interdictory  had  to  be  used  to  fill  requirements 
for  airstrlkes. 

c.  Artillery  Support 

(1)  General!  During  the  reporting  period,  9th  Infantry 
Division  Artillery  units  provided  artillery  support  for  Operaticais  ENTERPRISE, 
PAm  BEACH  II,  CORONADO,  GREAT  BIND,  RIICEY,  HOPTAC,  PADDINGTON,  and  AKRON. 

A  total  of  27,500  missions  were  fired  and  180,691  rounds  of  anmunition  were 
expended  in  support  of  operations.  The  type  of  operations  conducted  with 
the  Division's  tactical  area  of  interest  placed  greater  emphasis  on  employing 
artillery  batteries  on  independent  missions  with  centralized  planning  and 
decentralized  control. 

(2)  The  2-4  Arty  is  employed  in  the  Delta  Area.  Because  of 
restricted  nobility  and  scarcity  of  firing  positions,  the  battaJ ion's  batteries 
were  positioned  throughout  the  area  of  operations  and  provideo  the  majority  of 
artillery  support  from  battery  base  camps  locations. 

(a)  2-4  Artillery  provided  artillery  support  for 
Operations  BITERFRISE,  CORCMATO  and  HOPTAC.  During  an  opv^ration  in  support 
of  Operation  BITERPRISE,  two  batteries  were  airlifted  into  position  to 
supp^  rapid  novemsnt  of  hellborns  troops.  This  was  a  friccessful  operation 
with  one  battery  eaqplaced  in  time  to  fire  a  landing  zona  preparation  for  the 
second  FS/FB.  Other  operations  required  displacemenc.  of  artillery  to  provide 
adequate  support. 

(b)  Armored  Personnel  Carrtei's  proved  to  be  effective 
prims  movers  for  105im  Howitzers  in  the  Delts  area.  No  modification  is 
necessary  but  steps  snst  be  taken  to  prevent  short  turns  that  might  damage  the 
trails. 

(3)  1-11  Artillery  supported  the  let  Brigade.  The  battalion 
had  to  be  prepared  to  displace  by  Iwd  or  tqr  air  at  anytime.  During  the  report- 
jpg  period,  1-11  ArtiUwy  participated  in  Operations  JUNCTICM  CUT,  AKRON, 
PADDZNGTON  and  RILBT. 

(a)  During  all  operations  except  JUNitTION  CITI,  the 
battalion  was  given  additional  batteries  for  operational  control.  This  created 
pro)|leas  in  oomnunioatlons  and  control,  but  {xroper  coordination  re(biced  these 
problems. 
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(b)  During  various  operations  it  was  learned  that 
isproper  en^loynsiqb  of  white  {Bosphorus  as  a  marking  round  could  cause  friendly 
casualties*  The  height  of  burst  (HOB)  nust  be  at  least.  200  meters*  If  less 
than  a  200  meter  HOB  is  eiq)lqyed  it  should  be  cleared  as  a  lethal  round  to 
preclude  injury  to  friendly  elements*  Vhen  firing  illumination,  the  impact 
point  of  the  shell  casing  must  be  considered  to  avoid  injury  to  friendly  troops 
by  falling  debris* 


(c)  When  firing  landing  sone  preparations  the  artillery 
nust  know  what  the  i^ifantry  scheme  of  maneuver  is  after  the  insertion  so  that 
fires  can  be  shifted  dtulng  the  Insertion  to  support  the  operation* 

(d)  Because  of  the  limited  conBEunlcations  equlpnent 
available  to  US  advisors  to  ARVN,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  an  artillery 
liaison  officer  to  ARVN  forces  when  these  forces  are  supported  by  US  Artillery. 

(U)  3-34  Artillery  is  the  Division's  mobile  riverine  artillery 
battalion.  Currently  only  two  batteries  are  bargSHHounted  and  the  third  is  loc¬ 
ated  at  Drmg  Tam  base  camp  to  provide  artillery  support  for  local  security,  base 
camp  patrols  and  counter  mortar  fires*  The  3-34  Artillery  participated  in  (^ra¬ 
tions  IKIFTAC,  RII£Y  and  CORONADO.  In  addition  to  riverine  operations  the  bat¬ 
tery  located  at  Dong  Tam  displaced  by  road  and  air  to  support  operations* 

(a)  Since  the  riverine  force  is  capable  of  displacing  into 
filfferent  sectors  of  responsibility,  it  is  important  that  a  common  code  be  co¬ 
ordinated  with  US  Advisors  for  clearance  and  ccntrol  purposes. 

(b)  The  major  waterways  within  the  operaticmal  area 
nust  be  plotted  on  the  firing  charts  to  facilitate  fire  coordination  with  naval 
elements. 

(c)  During  a  mortar  attack  against  the  Dong  Tarn  base, 
the  artilln'y  had  difficulties  firing  ccuntermortar  targets  because  friendly 
patrols  were  in  close  proximity  to  the  count^snaortar  targets.  The  Artillery 
INO  should  offer  advice  when  patrol  plans  are  being  developed  to  permit 
aaxinnn  support  by  artillery* 

($)  1-S4  ArtillmT'  is  the  Division's  general  support  artil¬ 
lery  battalion*  Tc  best  support  and  reinforce  D6  artillery,  the  batteries 
were  positioned  throughout  the  Division's  TAOI*  This  made  centralised  control 
difficult*  Therefore,  the  batteries  gen«rally  operated  independently  and 
received  suf^ort  from  battalion  headqfuarters  located  at  Camp  Martin  Cox* 

The  1-84  Artillery  was  able  to  provide  adequate  art  illary  support  during 
all  major  operations  of  the  Division. 

(a)  Several  opwrations  made  it  necessary  to  split  a 
battery  to  adequately  provide  fire  support.  This  required  additional  fire 
direction  center  (FDC)  personnel  to  provide  24  hour  operations*  Since  the 
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batteries  are  not  centrally  located  or  operating  under  battalion  control, 
battalion  FDC  personnel  have  been  distributed  to  various  batteries  to 
augment  their  24  hour  capability, 

(b)  Airlift  procedures  have  been  developed  by  the  bat¬ 
talion  for  airlifting  the  155ina  Howitzer  by  CH-54aid  CH-47*  The  1-84  Artil¬ 
lery  successfully  completed  airlifts  with  both  types  of  helicopters  without 
incident.  It  was  learned  that  goggles  must  be  worn  by  all  personnel  in  the 
lift  zone  because  of  winds  and  blowing  debris  generated  by  helicopters. 

(6)  In  conclusion,  artillery  resources  allocated  to  the 
Division  are  sufficient  to  adequately  provide  required  support.  Three  problem 
areas  which  receive  constant  attention  by  Division  Artillery  to  insure  con¬ 
tinuous  support  are:  Keeping  artillery  air  observers  constantly  appraised  of 
the  boundary  of  areas  of  operations,  organizing  artillery  pieces  in  fire  sup¬ 
port/patrol  bases  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  restrict  available  fire  support 
and  maintenance  of  constant  ten^jeratures  in  panoramic  telescopes  by  keeping  them 
in  boxes  heated  with  light bulbs  to  prevent  fogging. 

d.  Close  air  support:  The  majority  of  immediate  air  requests 
during  the  reporting  period  were  routed  through  Division  to  DASC,  It  was 
found  that  the  best  way  for  a  unit  to  get  an  immediate  airstrike  was  to  relay 
the  request  directly  to  DASC  if  the  unit  had  the  capability  to  do  so.  Response 
by  the  Air  Force  to  immediate  air  requests  is  normally  excellent.  The  average 
time  between  request  and  the  time  the  aircraft  was  on  target  was  30  minutes. 
Units  have  been  reminded  to  program  use  of  cluster  bomb  units  which  is  normal¬ 
ly  the  ordnance  carried  by  aircraft  conducting  close  air  support.  Cluster 
bomb  units  must  be  expended,  otherwise  the  aircraft  will  be  diverted  to  another 
target.  In  summary,  the  division  received  its  fair  share  of  close  air  support 
based  on  priorities  and  operations  conducted  during  the  reporting  period, 

e.  B-52  Airstrikes:  Eleven  B-52  airstrikes  were  flown  during 
the  reporting  period.  There  were  no  casualties  nor  evidence  of  casualties  from 
any  of  the  strikes.  There  was  however,  evidence  of  intensive  ground  damage. 

It  was  found  that  a  subsurface  burst  was  unsatisfactory  for  use  in  heavily  can¬ 
opied  areas  because  it  left  nothing  more  than  a  large  crater.  The  surface  burst 
facilitated  ground  exploitation  because  it  cleared  a  large  area  of  jungle, 

f.  Chemical  Fire  Support:  The  role  of  the  Division  Chemical 
Section  in  supporting  ground  operations  during  the  reporting  period  was  nor¬ 
mally  to  remain  airborne  above  ground  units  and  deliver  non-toxic  chemical  sup¬ 
port  on  call.  This  type  of  support  was  provided  for  all  ground  operations. 

In  conjuction  with  ground  observation  by  units,  the  roanpack  personnel  detector 
was  successfully  employed  to  locate  target  of  opportunity.  On  several  occasions, 
•namy  escaping  from  the  area  of  a  CS  drop  were  observed  and  engaged  by  ground 
flements  and  supporting  gunshlps.  However,  no  specific  results  of  enemy  casual¬ 
ties  were  recorded, 
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g.  Helicopt^er  Gunship  Support:  Helicopter  gunship  support  is 
normally  the  most  responsive  means  of  immediate  fire  support  available  to  the 
ground  commEuider,  Gunships  are  particularly  useful  in  filling  the  gap  between 
friendly  units  and  artillery  support.  The  most  significant  problem  area  in 
employment  of  gunships  is  identifying  the  target  area  to  the  gunships.  In  the 
heat  of  battle,  co..uTiiuiications  channels  become  flooded  with  traffic  on  troop 
movements  and  employment  of  other  means  of  fire  support  which  leaves  only  ndni- 
raum  time  for  coordination  with  gunships.  This  problem  is  under  constant  refine¬ 
ment  and  has  not  significantly  hindered  successful  employment  of  helicopter  gun¬ 
ship  support  of  ground  tactical  units.  In  other  areas  of  support,  the  gunship 
has  proven  invaluable  when  enployed  in  the  countermortar  auid  convoy  security 
role  (land  and  water). 

h.  Naval  Monitor  Support:  For  an  expHnation  of  fire  support 
provided  by  naval  monitors,  see  App  4  (Command  History  for  June-July  1967, 
Commander  River  Flotilla  One), 

i.  In  stimmary,  every  effort  is  made  to  provide  fire  support  to 
the  ground  tactical  commander  in  any  manner  which  he  deems  necessary.  This 
has  been  accomplished  with  minimum  friendly  casualties  while  inflicting  signi¬ 
ficant  losses  to  the  enemy.  Methods  for  providing  fire  support  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  type  of  support  that  can  be  provided  are  under  constant  revision. 

7.  Engineer  Support 

a.  General:  The  15th  Engineer  Battalion  continued  to  provide 
combat  engineer  support  to  division  operations  during  the  reporting  period  to 
include  an  active  civic  action  program, 

b.  Intelligence:  Increased  enemy  mining  and  booby  trapping, 
expansion  of  the  enrtneer  area  of  operations,  and  requirements  of  the  Mobile 
Riverine  Force  (MRF)  caused  the  demand  for  engineer  intelligence  to  remain  at 
a  high  level. 

(l)  Enemy  terrorist  activity  in  Long  An  Province  for  example, 
included  construction  of  two  earthem  mounds  on  Highway  4  approximately  1000  met¬ 
ers  apart.  One  was  nothing  more  than  a  pile  of  dirt'  which  obstxnicted  traffic. 

The  second  mo\md,  exactly  the  same  in  appearance  as  the  first,  was  mined. 

^  (2)  Activation  of  the  MRF  generated  a  need  for  waterway 

Intelligence  (App  4*  Comnand  History  for  Jiine-July  1967*  Commander  River 
Flotilla  One).  In  addition  to  depths,  bank  conditions  and  obstructions,  widths, 
in  waterways,  horiaontal  and  vertical  underbridge  clearance  was  also  needed. 

To  obtain  desired  data  all  US,  ARVN  and  MFW  sources  were  investigated.  Liai¬ 
son  with  sector  advisors  to  utilize  RF/PF  outposts  located  on  bridges  to  col¬ 
lect  tide  and  clearance  data  resulted  in  minimal  information;  however,  it  is 
anticipated  that  this  channel  will  provide  needed  data  in  the  future. 
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c.  Engineer  Operations:  Direct  engineer  support  of  division 
operations  continued  with  Headquarters,  A,  B,  and  E/15  Engr  Bn  based  at  Camp 
Martin  Cox,  Company  C  remained  at  Tan  Tru  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  and 
support  of  the  MRF.  In  the  Mekong  Delta  normal  close  combat  support  was  rend¬ 
ered,  Additionally  11  bridges  were  constructed  or  upgraded  in  the  Delta,  Of 
significance  during  the  reporting  j^riod  was  combat  engineer  support  (clearing 
operations)  during  Operation  AKR0n3  (paragraph  6,  Operations),  Basically 
this  included  two  major  trails  between  Highways  QL  15  and  LTL  2  south  of  Camp 
Martin  Cox, 


(1)  Mission:  Task  Force  Plow  commanded  by  Headquarters,  15th 
Engineer  Battalion,  participated  in  Operation  AKRON}  providing  engineer  means 
ofr  Jungle  clearing,  tunnel  destruction,  road  improvement,  bridging,  route 
clearance,  preparation  of  fire  support  bases  and  direct  support  to  Ist  Brigade, 

(2)  Organization:  TF  Plow  was  composed  of  a  TF  Headquarters, 
A/15  Eng,  B/15  Engr  (-)  and  A/86  Engr  (+).  B/15  Engr  was  augmented  by  Hq/l5 
Etagr  and  Hq  and  A/709  Maintenance  Battalion,  iiigineer  equipment  augmentation 
was  as  follows: 


9  Rome  Plows  -  79  Engr  Gp 
4  Bulldozers  -  34  Engr  Gp 
4  Rome  Plows  -  34  Engr  Gp 
3  Rome  Plows  -  159  Engr  Gp 

(3)  Concept:  TF  Plow  organized  Jungle  clearing  resources 
into  two  Jungle  clearing  teams  (A  and  B),  Each  team  was  initially  allocated  10 
Boms  Plows  and  eight  bulldozers,  Rome  Plows  were  to  cut  all  vegetation  (Fire¬ 
stone  Trail  -  200  meters  wide,  Blackstone  Trail  -  100  meters  wide.  Brimstone 
Trail  -  connecting  Firestone  and  Blackstone  -  100  meters  wide).  Follow  up  bull¬ 
dozers  were  to  pile  cut  vegetation  into  windrows  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of 
the  trace. 


(4)  Execution: 

(a)  Navigation:  For  part  of  the  operation,  navigation 
was  provided  by  an  existing  trail  as  reference.  When  no  trail  existed  (as  on 
segments  of  Firestone  and  Brimstone  Trails),  a  tank  dozer  (sometimes  accoiqmnled 
by  a  Rome  Plow)  was  sent  ahead  with  a  compass.  The  tank  dozer  would  act  as  a 
trail  blazer  with  the  clecurlng  party  behind.  Correction  of  direction  were  made 


^Aft^r  Action  Report  (U),  Headquarters,  15th  Engineer  Battalion,  Operation 
AKRflh-TF  Plow  dated  5  July  1967. 
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by  aerial  observation.  Checks  on  location  were  made  by  calling  for  artillery 
spotter  I'ounds  based  on  known  nap  locations.  Initially  the  cutting  pattern 
was  100  or  50  neter  squares.  Two  primary  disadvantages  to  this  pattern  quickly 
became  apparent.  After  Rome  Plows  initially  plunge  into  the  jungle,  their 
control  and  supervision  from  any  central  location  was  virtually  impossible. 
Secondly  the  operators  had  no  visible  reference  and  easily  became  confused  and 
lost  their  sense  of  direction.  Both  of  this  difficulties  were  overcome  with 
adoption  of  a  pattern  basically  paralleling  the  reference  trail.  This  pattern 
allewed  visual  contact  between  reference  trail,  supervisor,  and  Rome  Plow 
operator.  The  pattern  allowed  as  many  as  ten  Rome  Plows  to  be  worked  in  a 
single  pattern  in  an  echelon  formation. 

(b)  Maintenance:  Maintenance  bases  were  moved  to  be 
close  to  the  work  site.  This  reduced  travel  time  to  and  ftom  the  work  site 
and  provided  close-in  maintenance  support.  In  addition,  B/15  Engr  Bn  and 
A/d6  Engr  Bn  operated  contact  maintenance  teams  at  the  work  site. 

(c)  Statistics:  Blackstone  Trail  encompassed  450  acres 
or  18  lin  kmj  Brimstone  Trail,  225  acres  or  9  Hn  km;  and  Firestone  Trail,  940 
acres  or  18.8  lin  km.  This  totals  1,615  acres  or  45.7  lin  km  or  28,4  miles. 

This  operation  was  conducted  over  a  period  of  20  days,  10-29  June  1967,  excluding 
2  days  of  preparatory  work  done  by  the  B/15  Eigr  Upp  5,  Photographs, 
Operation  AKRON) 

(d)  Civic  Action:  Civic' Action  projects  performed  by 
the  15th  Engineer  Battalion  for  period  May  -  July  1967  were: 

(1)  Construction 

a  Bridges  -  6 

Culverts  -  5 
c  Roads  -  30  km 

d  Leveling/grading  -  6  playgrounds 
5  Other 

1,  Kiddle  Land  Built  complete  with  slides, 

teeter-totter,  swings  and  sandbox. 

g  Concrete  rice  drying  court  in  Binh  Phuoc. 

2  Fields  of  fire  were  cleared  for  PF  outpost 
position  in  Blen  Hoa  Province  (continuing). 

(2)  Health  and  Sanitation: 

£  MEOCAPS  -  24 
b  Patients  treated  -  776 
c  Isnunlzations 
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1  Plague  -  636 

2  Smallpox  -  767 

^  Typhoid  -  40 

^  Cholera  -  ^5 

e.  In  summary,  support  provided  by  the  15th  Engineer  Battalion 
was  greatly  improved  by  receipt  of  the  new  DTE  Bulldozer  during  the  reporting 
period.  Trails  constructed  during  Operation  AKRON  have  added  to  the  flexibility 
of  tactical  operations  in  Bien  Hoa  Province  and  security  of  Highways  QL  15  and 
LTL  2,  Mission  requirements  are  expected  to  remain  unchanged  with  combat  engine¬ 
er  support  continuing  throughout  the  Division  TAOI  during  the  next  reporting 
period. 


8.  Civil  Affairs 

a.  General:  The  Division  Civil  Affairs  element  continued  ardent 
support  of  internal  defense  and  development  operations  throughout  the  Division's 
Tactical  Area  of  Interest.  This  entailed  continuing  development  and  implementa¬ 
tion  of  civic  action  projects  in  close  liaison  coordination  with  local  civilian 
and  military  agencies.  More  important  objectives  of  the  civil  affairs  program 
during  the  period  May  -  July  1967  were  to  develop  confidence  of  the  civilian 
population  in  GVM  by: 

(1)  Creating  and  cultivating  a  desire  in  the  civilian  popula¬ 
tion  and  RF/PF  to  make  them  want  to  help  themselves. 

(2)  Improving  standards  of  public  works,  welfare,  education 

and  health. 

(3)  Developing  farmland  and  lines  of  communication  to  further 
the  civiliam  economy. 

(4)  Increasing  efficiency  of  information  exchanges  between 
US  and  GVN  civil  and  military  agencies. 

b.  Civil  Affairs  Operations 

(1)  Cultivating  a  desire  in  the  civilian  population  and 
RF/PF  to  make  them  help  themselves. 

(a)  Arrival  of  materials  at  the  work  site  of  a  civic 
action  project  normally  represents  culmination  of  several  weeks  of  ardurous 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  local  civil  affairs  officer  And  local  advisors.  For 
example,  the  hamlet  or  district  chief  is  first  approached  for  reconnendations 
of  what  is  needed  in  the  way  of  civic  action  projects  to  improve  the  local 
environment.  The  province  chief  and  provincial  advisor  are  then  approached 
for  approval  to  initiate  certain  projects.  Action  follows  to  encourage, 
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through  coordination  and  cooperation,  the  Vietnamese  to  acquire  materials  for 
selected  projects  through  their  logistical  channels.  This  normally  meets  with 
only  token  success  and  contruction  materials  must  be  acquired  through  IB  channels 

(b)  After  needed  materials  are  on  site  the  hamlet,  vil- 
large  or  district  chief  must  provide  the  labor.  Laborers  prct\dded  are  normally 
local  civilians  and  RF/PF.  The  civilians  are  understandably  apprensive  about 
eneny  retaliation  to  their  cooperation  in  a  US/GVN  project  unless  they  are 
satisfied  with  long  term  plans  for  security  from  such  retaliation.  Regional 
and  Popular  Forces  ou  the  other  hand  feel  that  they  are  soldiers  and  not  labor¬ 
ers,  In  any  event,  laborers  are  provided  whether  voluntary  or  by  order  of  the 
local  chief.  Only  after  these  laborers  have  received  technical  assistance  need¬ 
ed  to  learn  how  they  can  be  most  productive  and  after  they  have  experienced  for 
themselves  the  worth  of  a  project,  can  they  be  expected  to  volunteer  for  addi¬ 
tional  labor. 

(c)  The  most  important  by  product  of  these  endeavors  is 
that  the  enemy  has  not  interfered  with  major  projects  constructed  in  support  of 
the  Division's  Civil  Affairs  Program,  This  can  be  attributed  to  fear  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  that  he  will  only  alienate  the  population  by  destroying 
something  that  he  himself  cannot  provide, 

(d)  One  significant  example  of  motivation  that  can  be 
instilled  in  a  population  to  make  them  want  to  help  themselves  was  evident  in 
reopening  the  hamlet  of  An  Nhut  Tan,  Tan  Tim  District  of  Long  An  Province  (XS- 
66i|674)  on  27  June  (App  5»  Photographs),  Prior  to  1961  this  hamlet  was  by  virtue 
of  its  geographic  location,  a  trade  cttiter  in  Long  An  Province.  When  the  Viet 
Cong  entered  and  Imposed  control  in  1962,  the  population  dwindled  to  20  and 

the  hamlet  became  a  ghost  town.  Upon  entering  Tan  Tru  District  in  early  1967 
the  2-60  Infantry  stationed  one  rifle  company  in  An  Nhut  Tan  on  a  permanent  basis 
Within  a  period  of  approximately  four  months  Viet  Cong  influence  had  been  driven 
out  of  An  Nhut  Tan,  construction  materials  had  been  provided  and  through  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  US  and  Vietnamese  self-help,  the  town  reopened.  The  population  is  now 
150  and  growing.  Of  significance  during  the  reopening  ceremony  was  the  escape 
of  a  water  buffalc  donated  to  the  local  townspeople  by  soldiers  stationed  at 
An  Nhut  Tan, 

(e)  In  connection  with  RP/PF  outpost  construction  and 
improvement,  the  9th  Infantry  Division  directed  a  survey  of  these  positions, 
Subseq[uently,  MACV  Advisors  and  GVN  officials  joined  the  survey  team.  The 
purpose  of  the  survey  is  to  make  recommendations  to  responsible  ARVN  Battalion 
Commanders  for  improvement  of  RF/PF  outpost  positions.  It  was  noted  that  an 
outpost  found  in  poor  condition  did  not  necessarily  Indicate  a  need  for  Immedi¬ 
ate  remedial  action  because  the  position  may  have  been  programmed  for  abondonment 
When  improvements  or  reconstruction  of  an  outpost  is  recommended,  an  effort  is 
made  to  provide  materials.  However,  materials  are  not  provided  unless  an  atteidpt 
has  be«n  made  by  the  Vietnamese  to  acquire  materials  through  GVN  logistical 
channels.  Outpost  positions  in  Long  An  for  example,  were  provided  with  nine  tone 
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of  posts,  screw  metal  (screw  }.ickets)  not  available  through  Vietnamese  logistical 
channels.  Other  assistance  provided  included  clearing  fields  of  fire  with  Rome 
Plows  and  mechanized  flame  throwers.  All  manual  labor  however,  is  provided  by 
RF/PP  soldiers. 


and  health. 


(2)  Improving  standards  of  public  works,  welfare,  education 


(a)  Public  works  in  the  main,  does  not  represent  a  signi¬ 
ficant  problem  in  the  Civil  Affairs  field.  Although  the  first  thing  a  hamlet 
will  ask  for  is  a  well  and  electricity,  the  hamlet  will  probably  already  have 

a  well  that  has  been  in  use  for  years.  These  wells  are  normally  shallow  and 
therefore  do  not  provide  a  source  of  potable  water.  When  possible,  projects 
will  be  planned  to  provide  deeper  wells,  sometimes  down  to  1000  feet.  Electricity 
is  provided  as  power  sources  can  be  made  available ,  Within  the  purview  of  public 
welfare,  several  continuing  projects  remain  in  progress.  Upon  arrival  of  the 
9th  Infantry  Division  in  Vietnam  an  Operation  KANSAS  stockage  point  was  estab¬ 
lished.  The  stockage  point  handles  all  clothing  and  commodities  brought  over¬ 
seas  by  the  Division  and  items  received  through  donation  from  organizations  in 
the  United  States  as  well  as  items  received  from  CARE,  Catholic  Relief  Service, 
and, USAID.  At  the  end  of  July  630,000  pounds  of  clothes,  health  aids,  children's 
items,  food,  and  construction  materials  had  been  distributed  through  Operation 
Kansas.  In  other  areas  of  public  welfare,  several  playgrounds  have  been  construct¬ 
ed  and  projects  to  improve  local  conditions  undertaken.  In  one  area  for  example, 
a  foot  bridge,  large  enough  to  accommodate  a  Lambretta,  was  constructed  over  a 
sixty  foot  wide  river  in  the  Division's  TAOI,  Before  the  bridge  was  constructed 
farmers  had  to  walk  approximately  three  miles  to  work, 

(b)  The  Division's  MEDCAP  and  DiiMTCAP  program  continued 
aggressive  support  of  public  health  projects  which  is  a  vital  portion  of  the 
Civil  Affairs  Program.  Total  patients  treated  by  the  Division  have  reached  ]17« 

500  patients.  When  feasible  US  units  promote  integrated  US/GVN  participation 
in  separate  MED/DENTCAP  projects.  One  particularly  gratifying  facet  has  been 
the  evacuation  of  afflicted  children  to  Vietnamese  hospitals  for  correction  of 
cross-eyes,  hare-lips,  cleft  palates  and  club  feet,  IMs  is  another  area  open 
to  exploitation  because  the  eneny  cannot  approach  providing  this  type  of  medical 
treatment , 


(c)  Education:  To  Increase  the  civilian  prod  '.tivety,  the 
Division  Civil  Affairs  ^ogram  is  sponsoring  classes  in  agriculture.  Additionally 
English  classes  are  given  by  Division  personnel  who  speak  Vietnamese  and  by  non- 
Vietnamese  speaking  Division  personnel  through  an  interpreter.  One  battalion  in 
the  Division  has  provided  a  Vietnamese  school  teacher,  for  a  hamlet  tdiere  the 
local  administration  had  not  eiqployed  one,  through  donations.  This  was  a  temporary 
means  of  educating  the  people  until  the  local  government  was  able  to  obtain  a 
teacher.  The  average  sidary  is  300  $VN  (approximately  $25.00)  per  month, 
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(3)  Developing  farmland  and  lines  of  communications: 

(a)  As  a  demonstration  of  the  flexibility  of  civic  action 
support  which  can  be  provided  through  the  Division  Civil  Affairs  Program,  8,800 
square  meters  of  nlpa-palm  atid  heavy  undergrowth  were  cleared  In  Dlnh  Tuong 
Province.  IMs  project,  near  Tan  Phu  Hamlet,  was  accomplished  to  provide  addi¬ 
tional  farmland. 


(b)  Improvementof  lines  of  communications  in  the  Division's 
TAOI  represents  a  major  effort  advanced  by  the  Civic  Action  Program,  The  bene¬ 
fits  of  this  Improvement  have  been  two-fold.  First  of  all  the  Vietnamese  eco¬ 
nomy  has  been  Improved  by  virtue  of  their  being  able  to  move  goods  to  market. 
Secondly  the  lines  of  communications  add  to  the  flexibility  of  ground  employment 
of  tactical  elements  of  the  Division.  Over  125  kilometers  of  road  have  been  con- 
stiuicted  or  improved  since  the  Division's  arrival  In  Vietnam.  An  unfortunate 
correlery  of  the  program  Is  that  the  Increase  in  LOC  req[ulred  Increased  security 
over  employing  RF/PF  which  the  GVN  official  are  unable  to  provide.  This  hinders 
the  program  to  a  great  degree. 

(U)  Increasing  efficiency  of  Information  exchanged  between  US 

and  GVN  agencies: 


(a)  Area  Coordination  Centers  (ACC)  have  been  established 
id  several  districts  and  provinces  to  facilitate  exchange  of  Information.  Each 
ACC  consists  of  three  groups.  The  steering  committee,  composed  of  the  province/ 
district  chief,  the  brlgade/battallon  cosmander,  a  Cl^c  Operation  Revolutionary 
Support  (CORDS)  representative  and  the  sector/subsector  advisor  comprises  the 
first  group.  The  second  group  consists  of  representative  of  US/GVN  organisations 
who  form  a  combined  operations  center  iddch  concerns  itself  primarily  ^th 
coordination  of  operations  and  collection  of  Intelligence.  The  third  group 
called  a  Civil  Military  Action  Committee,  coordinates  all  civil  operations. 

Thus  far  ACC  have  been  established  at  Bien  Hoa,  Long  An,  Dlnh  Tuong  Provinces 
and  Raeh  Kien,  Tan  Tru,  Long  Thanh  and  J&xan  Loe  (Long  Khanh  Province)  Districts. 
Because  of  the  nature  of  duties  executed  by  the  ACC,  it  also  concerns  Itself 
with  coordination  of  Revolutionary  Development  aeti^ties. 

(b)  Keeping  the  public  informed  of  U5  Activities  and  ex¬ 
plaining  eneoQr  atrocities  (in  conJuncti<m  with  pyschologieal  operations)  Is  an 
Integral  part  of  the  civil  affairs  effort.  The  overall  theme  of  Information  dis¬ 
seminated  Is  designed  to  further  OVN  influence.  Near  work  sites  of  major  projects 
signs  are  displayed  explaining  the  purpose  of  the  project  and  how  It  Is  intended 
to  benefit  the  eonmamlty.  kmdspeakers  are  employed  to  broadcast  Information 
either  under  division  control  or  by  the  local  government.  In  one  hamlet  a 
television  set  has  been  provided  under  US  control  In  the  hamlet  "squaM"  for  the 
viewing  pleasure  of  the  local  population. 

(5)  In  summary,  the  Division  Civil  Affairs  Program  was  initiat¬ 
ed  prior  to  arrival  in  Vietnam.  However,  unavoidable  difficulties  were  experienced 
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after  arrival  and  it  has  taken  a  tremendous  effort  on  the  part  of  commanders 
and  civil  affairs  personnel  at  all  levels  to  achieve  results  which  are  now 
ahead  of  expectation.  New  areas  are  still  to  be  explored.  Yet  to  be  fully 
evaluated  is  attachment  of  highly  qualified  and  motivated  civil  affairs 
trained  enlisted  personnel  to  rifle  companies  operating  in  remote  areas. 

These  personnel  are  attached  to  provide  recommendations  to  the  conqjany  commander 
on  how  he  can  execute  short  term,  high  impact  civic  action  projects.  This 
allows  the  company  commander  to  concentrate  on  tte  tactical  situation.  In 
this  connection,  foot  bridges  are  being  fabricated  at  base  camp  locations. 

When  it  is  determinea  that  a  small  hamlet  is  in  need  of  a  foot  bridge,  the 
diminsion  is  relayed  by  radio  to  the  base  camp,  A  prefabricated  bridge  is 
flown  in,  emplaced  and  the  unit  moves  on.  This  is  but  one  facet  of  a  success¬ 
ful  and  expanding  civil  affairs  program, 

9,  Army  Aviation 

a.  General*  The  quality  and  quantity  of  Army  Aviation  support 
provided  to  the  division  has  been  outstanding.  Requests  for  airmobile  assets 
from  the  Division  to  II  FTORCEV  have  in  most  cases  been  honored  out  right 
without  undue  Justification,  All  reasonable  requests  for  additional  assets 
or  extension  of  assets  provided  has  likewise  been  honored.  The  9th  Aviafildn 
Battalion  provided  general  mipport  to  the  division  on  a  daily  basis  and  con¬ 
ducted  several  airmobile  asamilts ,  Normal  support  requirements  consisted  of 
16  UH-ID  (Comnmnd  and  Control  aircraft  to  general  officers/bripde-comnitted 
battalion  comnanders  and  utility/resupply  aircraft),  two  0H23  (Division  MO/ 
utility)  and  four  UH-IC  gunships  (convoy  escort/countormortar/units  in  contact). 
The  general  support  mission  and  participation  in  airmobile  assaults  normally 
averaged  3000  flying  hours  per  month  within  the  9th  Aviation  Battalion, 

b.  Arny  Aviation  Support 

(1)  During  Division  controlled  operations,  the  9th  Aviation 
Battalion  established  a  forward  Amy  Aviation  Control  and  Coordination  Com- 
oand  Post,  This  conmand  post  was  composed  of  representatives  ftrom  the  flight 
operations  center,  knsf  Aviation  ELement,  battalion  S— 3  and  a  liaison  officer 
from  supporting  Arny  Aviation  units,  Ths  conmmnd  post  proved  most  beneficial 
in  providing  current  information  on  each  airlift  and  assisting  Division  03  in 
pimnning  Arny  Avlgtlon  Support. 

(2)  Operation  EMTERPRISE*  The  9th  Aviation  Battalion  with  the 
110th  Assault  Helicopter  Coj^er  Con^pai^  attached,  supported  the  3d  Brigade  by 
conducting  multiple  combat  assaults  and  Bagla  Flints,  "Snokay"  '^as  utiliaad 
to  seraan  a  rivar  Una  during  the  initial  combat  assault.  The  battalion  flaw 
65  hours  in  support  of  tha  first  days  opwation,  lifted  271  troops,  and  3  tons 
of  cargo, 

(3)  Operations  AKRON*  Tha  9th  Aviation  Battalion  with  tha 
120th  Assault  Hslicoptar  Company  attached,  supported  tha  2-39  Infantry  by  eon- 
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ducting  combat  assaults  into  landing  zones  (12)  vie  YS  3286.  Landing  zones  were 
prepared  by  artillery  and  gunships.  A  total  of  334  combat  troops  were  lifted  by 
the  aviation  battalion  while  fl3ring  58  hours  in  support  of  the  operation. 

(4)  Operation  RILEY:  The  9th  Aviation  Battalion  supported 
4*'39  Infantry  by  conducting  combat  assaults  on  4  and  25  July  in  support  of 
Operation  RILEY,  Multiple  12 's  were  utilized  to  facilitate  cordon  and  search 
operations.  A  total  of  868  troops  were  lifted  during  412  sorties. 

(5/  Operation  PAODINGTC^:  The  9th  Aviation  Battalion  was  the 
coordinating  headquarters  for  Arny  Aviation  operations  during  Operation 
PADDINGTON.  During  the  initial  combat  assault the  battalion  controlled  four 
Airmobile  Light  (AML)  companies  and  two  Airmobile  Medium  (AMM)  companies. 

Staging  areas  were  established  at  Blackhorse  and  twelve  at  Nui  Dat  for  refueling 
supporting  aircraft.  Approximately  2500  troops  were  airlifted  during  the  first 
day  of  the  operation  to  Include  two  VNlfi!  battalions.  The  aviation  battalion 
alone  flew  101  hours  during  the  first  day  of  the  operation. 

(6)  The  following  n:uiiber  of  helicopter  conq>anies  (airmobile 
light)  were  requested  and  received  from  II  FFC^CEV: 

REQUESTED  RECEIVED 


Total 

Average 

Total 

Average 

May 

91 

2.93 

58 

1,87 

June 

78 

2.60 

63 

2.10 

July 

82 

2.65 

69 

2.23 

(?)  The  following  helicopter  support  was  provided  by  the  9th 
Aviation  Battalion  during  the  reporting  period: 


MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

Hours  Flown  (Total/Cosdbat  Assaults)  3,263/619 

3,256/404 

3,360/528 

Sorties 

9,767 

8,547 

9,578 

Cargo  (tons) 

267 

276 

215 

Troops  &  Passengers  Lifted 

10,950 

10,180 

10,537 

Msd  Bvaes 

76 

116 

112 

VC  KBA 

0 

16 

21 

Buildings  Destroyed 

10 

1 

22 

Buildings  Damaged 

22 

10 

21 

A/C  Dsstroye4/Daaaged 

V5 

0/2 

0/4 

(8)  Statistics  generated  during  the  reporting  period  indicated 
that  support  requirenents  and  supp^  provi<tod  renained  relatively  constant. 
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(9)  During  May  organic  light  fire  teams  flew  riverine  escourt 
missions  totaling  88  hours  and  40  minutes.  Thirteen  hours  and  20  minutes  were 
flown  intransit  to  rendezvous  point!  where  the  escoiurt  missions  would  originate. 
Several  missions  were  canceled  after  the  aircraft  were  enroute  to  the  rendezvous 
point  resulting  in  unnecessary  engine  time.  Additionally,  river  convoys  normally 
had  adequate  protection  which  negated  a  requirement  for  support  by  a  light  fire 
team.  Requests  for  this  type  support  are  being  more  closely  scrutinized  to 
ascertain  that  a  valid  requirement  exists  before  missions  are  approved. 

(10/  One  23  May  1967,  a  Stingray  light  fire  team  from  Co  B,  9th 
Avn  Bn  provided  direct  support  to  the  4*'39  Infantry  Battalion.  During  the 
attack  of  a  target,  uhe  gunshlps  were  subjected  to  enemy  fire  during  the  break 
from  their  firing  passes.  The  Comnanding  Qfflber  ,  4-39  Inf  directed  his  ground 
elements  to  provide  suppressive  fire  for  the  Stingrays.  This  action  was  note¬ 
worthy  in  that  it  was  the  first  time  that  a  ground  element  provided  mutual  close 
fire  support  to  the  Stingrays.  This  timely,  coordinated,  mutual  fire  support 
protected  the  gunahips  during  the  most  critical  phases  of  firing  passes. 

(11)  During  July  the  Pathfinder  Detachment  had  a  mission  to 
operate  a  staging  field  for  a  company  (airmobile  light)  tactical  troop  lift. 

Using  organic  means  of  marking  individual  touchdown  points  for  each  aircraft, 
the  troop  lift  was  greatly  facilitated  both  in  lining  up  troops  and  from  the 
safety  point  of  view. 

(c)  Three  studies  were  completed  during  the  reporting  period 
concerning  employment  of  organic  aviation  assets* 

(1)  Increasing  availability  rate  of  0H23  helicopter  through 
consolidation:  A  staff  study  was  intiated  to  determine  if  the  availability  rate 
of  0H23  helicopters  could  be  increased  by  withdrawing  aircraft  assigned  to  divi- 
sicmal  Units  (less  9th  Aviation  Battalion)  and  ccmsoUdating  them  under  control 
of  the  9^h  Aviation  Battalion.  The  results  of  this  study  indicated  that  dead¬ 
line  rates  of  helicopters  for  parts  was  the  primary  cause  of  a  low  availability 
rate  for  the  0H23*  Therefore,  it  was  concluded  that  no  Improveasnt  in  avail¬ 
ability  rates  could  be  realised  if  all  0H23  helicopters  were  placed  under  control 
of  the  9th  Aviation  Battalion.  To  reduce  deadline  rates,  however,  increased  cook 
Band  emphasis  was  directed  on  acquiring  needed  parts  through  supply  channels.  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  the  Commanding  Gener^  directed  that  a  system  be  impletmented  where¬ 
by  each  brigade  would  be  provided  with  a  odniaum  of  three  flyable  0K23  each  day. 

(2)  Aircraft  Pfiorities:  To  ij^plemsnt  the  Comnanding  Genera’s 
guidance  that  three  OH23  helicopters  be  provided  to  each  brigade  each  d^,  a 
reconasnded  priority  list  was  submitted,  approved,  publlriied  and  distributed 
during  July. 

(3)  EBploymsnt  of  UH-IC  Helicopters:  The  third  8tu<l^  involved 
utilisation  of  two  UH-IC  helicopters  assi^d  to  9th  Infantry  Ih.vision  Artillery 
for  general  support  aircraft  i.e.,  searchli^t  aircraft/man-paoked  personnel 
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detector  mtsslons/command  and  contro.)  aircraft.  It  was  concluded  and  approved 
by  the  Commanding  General  that  tv^:.  ’* -IC  heliconters  assigned  to  9th  Infantry 
Division  Artillery  wjald  be  latent transferred  to  the  9th  Aviation  Battalion 
for  reasons  stated, 

d.  Summary^  An  objective  appraisal  of  Army  Aviation  support  from 
the  9th  Aviation  Battalion  and  from  non-di visional  resources  indicates  that 
the  division  is  receiving  adequate  support  to  meet  mission  requirements.  Re¬ 
finements  indicated  in  areas  mentioned  can  be  implemented  at  the  local  level. 

10.  Chemical 

a.  General:  The  Division  Chemical  Section  continued  support  of 
division  operations  with  riot  control,  defoliation  and  tunnel  contamination 
operations  to  complement  ground  tactical  operations.  Effectiveness  of  dispens¬ 
ing  riot  control  agents  and  the  division  intelligence  collection  effort  were 
greatly  enhanced  by  receipt  of  eight  Han  Pack  Personnel  Detectors  (MPD)  modi¬ 
fied  for  airborne  employment  from  organic  helicopters. 

b,  Man  Pack  Personnel  Detector  (MPD):  Two  MPD's  were  received 
by  the  Division  Chemical  Section  on  27  May  for  evaluation.  Six  additional 
MPD's  were  received  during  June  and  July.  These  detectors  were  employed  from 
UH-IB  and  D  model  helicopters.  The  MPD  determines  the  presence  of  concentra¬ 
tions  of  personnel  by  the  detection  of  compounds  excx'‘eted  by  the  human  body. 

Best  recordings  are  received  at  altitudes  of  20C  feet  or  below.  Pilots  normal¬ 
ly  prefer  to  fly  missions  "on  the  deck”  at  80-100  knots.  low  level  flights  at 
high  speed  make  it  difficult  for  pilots  to  maintain  their  exact  location.  Also, 
the  MPD  takes  readings  every  0.5  seconds  making  it  difficult  to  pinpoint  the 
exact  location  where  a  reading  was  recorded.  Pinpointing  location  was  facili¬ 
tated  by  following  the  MPD  aircraft  %dth  a  "chase  aircraft”  flying  at  a  hi|^er 
altitude.  When  a  heavy  reading  is  obtained,  the  chase  aircraft  is  signaled 

and  the  location  U  recorded  apfie'oximately  200  meters  to  the  rear  of  the  MPD 
aircraft ’a  position.  To  provide  la^tection  for  the  aircraft  taking  recordings 
and  the  chase  aircraft,  two  gunships  normally  accompany  the  mission.  Problems 
encountered  were:  l)  Aircraft  vibration  caused  failure  of  electronic  components 
of  the  MPD  after  ties-three  days  employment.  2}  Missions  flown  in  rain  gave  poor 
results.  3)  Dust,  snoke  and/or  base  fouled  the  MPD  by  giving  invalid  readings. 
4)  False  readings  resulted  in  areas  where  recent  boobing,  artillery,  or  demoli¬ 
tion  eo^osions  had  occurred.  All  problems  areas  will  be  included  with  recos^ 
mendations  in  an  evaluation  of  the  MPD  to  be  submitted  on  15  August  1967  to  the 
Amqr  Concept  Team  in  Vietnam. 

0 .  Operations 

(1)  The  MPD  has  proven  to  be  particularly  effective  in  veri¬ 
fying  agent  and  visu^  reports  of  large  enoy  concentrations.  The  MPD  is  also 
effective  when  ea(^oy*d  in  remote  areas  l.e.,  RUNG  SAT  Special  Zone,  PlgiB  of 
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ReedSj  Pineapple  Patch  etCj  becauae  these  are  not  population  centera  and  prac¬ 
tically  apy  Indication  of  personnel  nay  be  interpreted  with  validity  as  being 
an  enemy  element.  During  daylight >  Eagle  flights  have  been  employed  and  have 
made  contact  as  a  direct  result  of  MPD  readings. 

(2)  Riot  control  Agents  (CS-l)  were  effectively  employed 
during  the  reporting  period  from  orbiting  aircraft  at  the  request  of  the  ground 
commander  and  in  reaction  to  MPD  readings.  Although  visual  sightings  of  the 
enemy  leaving  a  contaminated  area  were  made  and  subsequently  engaged  by  sup¬ 
porting  gunships,  no  positive  results  were  reported, 

(3)  Defoliation:  On  1U»  20-22,  24-26  July  the  Division 
Chemical  Section  conducted  defoliation  operations  in  Phuoc  'liiy  Province  in 
support  of  Operation  PADDINGTON,  These  missions  were  directed  against  known 
eneny  garden  plots  and  rice  paddies.  Some  damage  was  visible  as  spraying’ 
was  completed  but  results  are  not  yet  complete. 

(4)  Tunnel  Operations:  On  12  June  a  tunnel  complex  dis¬ 
covered  south  of  Camp  Martin  Cox  in  the  Operation  AKRON  area  was  contaminated 
with  CS-l  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  destroy  the  complex  with  an  acetylene 
generator.  On  28  June  the  tunnel  was  reentered  to  assess  damage.  Blast  dam¬ 
age  to  tunnels  was  described  as  light  with  tunnels  still  passable.  However, 
the  CS-l  concentration  was  still  high  enough  to  preclude  occupation  of  the 
tunnel  for  more  than  ten  minutes  even  \diile  wearing  a  protective  masic. 

d.  In  summary,  chemical  support  of  division  tactical  operations 
has  been  effective  during  the  reporting  period.  The  Man  Pack  Personnel  De¬ 
tector  has  opened  an  entirely  new  area  in  the  intelligence  collection  effort. 
While  it  is  no  panacea  for  the  problem  of  locating  an  elusive  enemy*  it  does 
hold  great  potential  when  employed  with  other  information  gathering  methods. 
Destruction  of  VC  garden  plots  has  further  complicated  the  VC  logistical 
effort  in  Phuoc  Tuy  and  Long  Khanh  Provinces.  More  eimfdiasis  will  be  placed 
on  defoliation  of  base  camp  perimeters  and  selected  VC  land  lines  of  eomnunl- 
cations  in  the  Division  TAOI  in  order  to  enhance  observation  of  enemy  move- 
Bsnb  and  limit  their  freedom  of  movement. 

11«  Base  Development 

a.  General.  During  the  reporting  neriod  clearing  and  construction 
of  Division  base  camps  continued  despite  dAeroorating  weather  conditionB.  It 
became  readily  apparent  that  constntetion  must  be  programmed  six  to  eight  months 
prior  to  actual  construction  to  insure  availability  of  construction  materials. 
Ittfioulties  experienced  during  the  early  period  of  the  rainy  season  dictates 
that  horiiontal  construction  be  progrMsmd  during  the  dry  season.  Dsvelopmsnt 
of  base  cmqpe  at  Camp  Murtin  Cox  and  Dong  Tam  continued  to  be  areas  of  primary 
coneem  In  ths  conbtruetion  effort. 
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b.  Camp  Martin  Cox  (Bearcat) 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  an  area  2i»00  X  4000'  of  jungle 
was  cleared  from  areas  adjacent  to  the  caiq>.  In  addition  10,000'  of  roads 
were  constructed  and  360,000  sq  ft  of  vertical  construction  were  completed. 

(2)  Emphasis  was  placed  on  an  area  for  receipt  of  Royal  Thailand 
Volunteer  Regiment  (RTVR)  during  the  next  reporting  period.  At  the  close  of 
the  reporting  period  sufficient  billets  and  overhead  cover  had  been  completed 
to  accommodate  the  advance  party  contingent. 

(3)  Local  hire  and  direct  hire  indigenous  personnel  continued 
to  supplement  the  base  construction  effort.  Direct  hire  personnel  are  hired 
in  one  of  two  categories  i.e.,  "A"  or-^E"  clearance  as  determined  by  the  Mil¬ 
itary  Security  Service  (MSS),  For  a  category  "A"  clearance  a  prospective  em¬ 
ployee  must  enlist  the  services  of  an  ARVN  Captain  or  two  Second  lieutenants 
as  his  sponsor.  A  category  "E”  clearance  requires  sponsorship  by  two  ARVN 
Sergeants  or  one  Second  Lieutenant.  Most  employees  find  the  cost  of  sponsor¬ 
ship,  which  varies  from  2,000  -  5*000  $VN  depending  upon  rank,  beyond  their 
means.  Daily  hire  personnel  are  kept  under  constant  supervision.  Each  daily 
hire  is  paid  SO  $VN  ($.70)  per  day.  A  change  in  USARV  policy  attributed  to 
the  variance  in  hiring  levels  during  the  quarter! 

MAY  .  JULY 

Direct  Hire  55  55 

Daily  Hire  830  390  (200  for  RTVR) 

(4)  Among  the  majot*  facilities  completed  during  the  reporting 
period  was  the  Maiin  Post  Exchange  (PX)  which  was  formally  opened  on  4  July  1967. 

The  following  Is  a  comparison  of  the  old  and  new  facility: 

OLD  NEM 

INVEHTORr  $675,375.52  $1,837,859.44 

PERSONNEL  TO  OPERATE: 

(NLlltary) 

Main  Store  1  OFF,  19  SI  1  OFF,  26  IN 

Warehouse  4  SI  6  IK 

Security  1  Of  4  Of 

IB 
11 
U 
2 


(ClTlUan) 
Main  Store 
Wiarehouse 
Midntenanee 


MBU  Clerks 

CO  A)  PI 

O' 
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Cttstoan  s  (dallj  averags) 


2,500  4,000 

TOTAL  SALES(jiain  Stora)  $523,983.71 

(Annexes)  $3,339.00 

(ClassVl)  $77,156.11 

(Pood  Service)  $15,195.15 

(Concessions)  $81,338.86 


NOTE:  The  only  demand  items  which  are  in  short  supply  at  the 
Main  PX  are  assorted  electronic  equipment,  cameras  and  accessories. 

(5)  On  18  June  a  MARS  station  was  opened  at  Camp  Martin  Cox. 
This  station  completed  343  patches  during  July.  Priority  of  calls  are  given 
to  individuals  who  have  been  notified  of  a  death  in  their  innedlate  family, 
individuals  who  have  been  wounded,  personnel  referred  by  a  chaplain  or  member 
of  the  Red  Cross  as  having  a  pressing  personal  problem,  and  lastly  to  routine 
traffic . 


c.  Dong  Tam  Base 

(1)  I>irlng  the  reporting  period  close  coordination  between  the 
Dong  Tam  Base  Planning  Board  and  the  1st  Logistical  Connand  Forward  Supply 
Area,  has  assured  efficient  priorities  for  construction  are  established  well 
In  advance*  This  procedure  has  provided  sufficient  time  to  acquire  materials 
before  actual  construction  has  begun. 

(2)  Experience  in  designating  priorities  has  dictated  that  first 
consideration  be  given  to  drainage.  Second  priority  has  been  given  to  roads 
and  comnunlcations,  and  third  priority  to  vertical  construction. 

(3)  Approximately  4,792,974  cubic  meters  of  fill  has  been  pumped 
into  the  base  during  the  reporting  period.  However,  all  of  tho  problems  of 
working  with  super  saturated  silt  are  being  faced  at  Dong  Tam.  Due  to  the  ^rt- 
ages  of  aggregate  rock  in  the  Delta,  concrete  must  be  added  10  to  12  percent  Iqr 
volume  to  eand  to  staballse  roads.  Erosion  is  also  a  problem.  Ditches  must  be 
lined  with  burlap  and  continually  maintained.  Erosion  of  the  airfield  is  especially 
noticeable  where  aircraft  impact. 

(4)  eternal  Security: 

(a)  The  base  defense  perimeter  consists  of  five  sectors, 
four  land  md  one  water.  There  are  forty-nine  bunkers  in  the  land  sectors 
and  nine  in  the  water  sector*  Each  bunker  is  manned  by  three  men.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  equipmsnt/weapons  are  enplcyed  to  defend  the  perinstert 
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PtfingtT 


Per  Sector 


1  Counter  mortar  radar 

8  106nm  recoilless  rifle 

5  90mm  recoilless  rifle 

2  Quad  .50  cal  machineguns 
2  'Mn  40ram  Cannons 

6  Searchlights 

2  Helicopter  Gunships  (on  call) 


5  N-60  machineguns 
4  M-79  grenade  launchers 
1  Starlight  scope  (every  third 
bunkerT 


(b)  In  addition  to  manning  nine  bunkers  in  the  water  sector^ 
each  dredge  is  secured  by  a  reinforced  platoon,  drag  line  security  is  provided 
by  one  reinforced  squad  and  one  fire  team  is  required  for  pipeline  security. 


(c)  Searchlights  en^loyed  from  the  berVp8i‘ii»6't^^  proved  very 
effective  to  Illuminate  suspected  eneny  mortar  positions  c^ing  two  mortar  a.W 
tacks  >dien  gunships  were  employed. 


12.  Organization  and  Training 


a.  Organization: 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  the  9th  Infantry  Division  found 
it  necessary  to  establish  several  table  of  distribution  (TD)  organizations  to 
more  effectively  aecoiqilish  its  mission.  The  continued  need  for  the  defense 
of  its  two  major  canps.  Bearcat  and  Dong  Tam  necessitated  the  creation  of  two 
austere  Task  Force  Organizations  with  the  capability  to  cooroand  and  control 
allocated  conibat  forces,  kith  a  modest  expenditure  of  only  17  Officers  and 

32  BN  the  two  TD  organisations  were  staffed,  thereby  releasing  two  battalion 
headq(uarters  to  combat  operations. 

(2)  The  9th  Infantry  Divieiao  Long  Range  Patrol  capability  was 
significantly  expanded  by  fondng  a  provisional  organisation  which  reseiii>les  the 
Long  Range  Patrol  Detachment  recently  proposed  in  organisation  and  strength. 

It  effectively  will  double  the  Dlvialon's  ability  to  saturate  its  TAOI,  as  soon 
as  suitable  personnel  have  been  recruited  and  trained. 

b.  Ik'ainingt 

(1)  The  9th  Inf  Div  expanded  its  replacement  training  program 
from  a  thrsy  dar  traiidng  eveim  to  a  five  day  cycle  which  will  Include  a  Ifi 
hour  combat^ patrol  to  better  acclimate  new  repilMemaiib  with  the  conditions 
they  will  encounter  during  oomtaat.  All  ineoning  personnel  In  grades  1-1 
thinugh  0-3  receiving  the  training. 


(2)  A  *n1rtP  Tntnlng  program  was  inatituted  with  the  goal  of 
qualiliring  two  mso  per  each  wmanon  to  extend  the  off  set  jive,  rimga  of 
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eoi^pt  ponar.  This  progrsa  wts  tsuight  st  brlgads  Isvsl  to  allow  naxlnun  use 
of  the  terrain  peculiar  to  each  Inrigade's  area  of  operation. 

(3)  A  program  of  Beat  and  Basic  Water  Survival  Training  was 
instituted  in  early  July  for  fl'*''  **pT^eaBieT|tw  Tor  the  2d  and  3d  Brigades.  The 
one  day  program  of  instruction  covers  basic  boat  handling  procedures  of  those 
boats  organic  to  the  brigade.  It  also  includes  periods  on  maintenance  of  the 
boat  and  its  engines  along  with  basic  navigational  techniques. 

(4)  A  program  of  retesting  of  all  81mm  and  4.2"  mortar  sections 
and  platoon  was  undertaken  to  update  all  nbrtarmen  in  fundamentals,  review  basic 
crew  duties  and  insure  continued  high  performance  of  all  personnel. 

(5)  Based  on  a  recommendation  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division  Safety 
Council,  a  program  of  Cal  .45  Pistol  refresher  training  was  undertaken  to  provide 
all  personnel  armed  with  the  Cal  .45  with  four  ho\irs  of  mandatory  instruction. 

(6)  In  an  effort  to  improve  the  performance  of  9th  Infantry  Divi¬ 

sion  volunteers  at  the  MACV  Recondo  School  and  to  prepare  them  to  better  i^celve 
and  utilize  the  information  taught  at  the  school,  a  Course  was 

established. _  Not  only  are  the  NACV  Recondo  School  volunteers  given  a  one  week 
course,  but  In  the  interim  week  between  starting  dates  of  the  MACV  course,  the 
personnel  ftom  maneuver  units  reconnaissance  and  scout  sections  are  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  also  participate  in  the  training.  This  is  providing  a  significant 
advance  in  the  technical  and  professional  competence  of  the  Division's  recoxw 
nalssanee  elements. 

(7)  Some  400  9th  Infantry  Division  personnel  participated  innumer- 
ous  nofi-dlvlslonal  courses  presented  by  the  New  Ifoulpnsnt  Tt'alning  Team*  (NETT)  and 
other  units  In  Saigon,  Cholon,  Vimg  Tau  and  Camp  wtin  Cox.  Other  soldiers 
traveled  to  the  Philippines  and  other  locations  within  RVN,  to  attend  Jungle 
Survival  Courses,  bridge  evaluation  courses  and  coaputer  programming  courses. 

13.  Revoluntionary  Dsvelopswnt 

a.  Qeneralt  Basically  all  Division  operations  can  be  classified  in 
one  way  or  another  as  being  in  support  of  Revolutionary  Developsmnt  (RD). 
'^Evolutionary  DevelopnNnt",  the  central  theme  of  the  counterinsurnmy  effort 
in  Vietnam  to^,  is  a  process  by  iddch  the  Government  of  Vietnam  (GVN)  establishss 


^Dlmft  MACV  Handbook,  Military  Support  of  Revoluntionary  Development,  Headq[uarterB, 
Military  Assistance  Command,  Vietnam,  dated  9  May  1967. 
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and  Mlotains  sacorHy  in  popnlaiad  araas  and  intagrates  the  population  into 
the  straetnro  of  a  viable,  fi^  n<»i-caanunist  Republic  of  Vietnan  (RVIi)^.* 

The  GVR  actively  participates  in  RD  by  deploying  Vietnaoese  cadre,  trained  in 
the  process  of  restoring,  consolidating  and  expending  govemnent  ccxitrol  so 
that  nation  building  can  progress  to  population  center.  The  9th  Infantry 
Division's  primary  role  in  RD  is  to  provide  security  through  the  conduct  of 
strike  and  consolidation  operations  and  to  assist  the  civic  action  aspect  of 
RD  through  MEDCAP/DENTCAP  and  other  civil  affairs  projects. 

b»  The  work  of  RD  teams  during  May  was  btymled  for  a  number  of  reasons 
although  the  teams  demonstrated  a  more  than  willing  effort  to  do  what  was  required 
of  them.  To  a  degree,  RD  T^am  projects  were  hampered  by  a  lack  of  construction 
materials.  Moreover,  Team  security  vdille  operating  in  outlying  :^eas  represented 
another  of  their  more  serious  problems.  For  example,  when  a  team  was  provided 
security  by  ARVN  or  RF  Forces,  they  Invariably  refused  to  post  close  in  security. 
When  not  provided  security  from  an  outside  source,  they  refused  to  remain  over¬ 
night  in  hamlets  where  they  were  working.  Instead  the  teams  would  retire  to  a 
nearby  RF/PF  outpost  position  at  dusk.  The  Division  Initiated  a  program  of  pro¬ 
viding  patrols  and  ambushed  in  Long  Thanh  District,  Blen  Hoa  Province  and  Dinh 
Tuong  Province  and  initiated  patrolling  in  Long  An  Province  to  provide  increased 
security  for  RD  Cadre. 

e.  During  June  the  RD  Program  remained  generally  the  same  overall. 

An  attack  on  a  RD  Team  operating  in  the  Nhon  Trach  resulted  in  death  of  the 
District  Chief,  his  wife,  a  Civil  Operation  Revoluntionary  Development  Sup¬ 
port  representative  and  the  District  S2.  ^his  attack  undermined  the  RD  effort 
in  the  district  by  Instilling  doubt  in  the  population  that  GVN  could  provide 
neccessary  security.  ^  situation  was  further  aggrevated  when  the  population 
asked  the  RD  Team  to  leave.  This  attltwle  could  be  overcome  if  the  RD  loam 
would  use  the  attack  to  actively  counter  VC  terror  activities.  Revolutionary 
Development  adtlvltiee  in  Dinh  Tuong,  Long  An  and  Long  Khanh  (11th  ACt)  Pro¬ 
vince  continued  at  a  slow  but  steady  pare.  Progress  remained  dependent  upon 
the  degree  of  security  afforded  to  the  team's  environment. 

d.  In  Ally  an  Area  Coordinatios  Comdttee  (ACC)  was  established  in 
Zuan  Loc  DLstrict,  Long  Khanh  Province.  This  and  other  ACC  located  in  Bien 
Hoa,  Long  An  and  Dinh  Tuong  directed  operations  which  would  oerve  to  eomplemsnt 
and  assist  the  RD  nrogram  through  more  effloiont  oooperation  and  direction  of 
FIRttF  and  civilian  efforts.  In  addltioa,  three  Mobile  Advisory  Teas  were  or- 
gsaitsdi  two  in  Long  Khanh  and  one  in  Long  An  Province,  liaeh  team  was  organ¬ 
ised  with  one  officer,  four  enlisted  men  and  an  interpreter.  Mission  of  these 
teams  are  to  retrain  RP/PF  Forces  with  priority  to  those  forces  supporting  RD 
Teams.  An  invaluable  side  effect  resulting  Arw  emplogment  of  these  retrain¬ 
ing  teams  is  that  it  allows  the  DivisLoo,  through  visits  and  reports,  to  beoome 
intimately  familar  with  problems  in  the  RD  Program. 

e*  In  sunmary,  the  9th  Infantry  Division  is  fully  cogniiMt  of  its 
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role  in  supporting  the  RD  Program.  Svery  atteaq>  is  being  made  to  identify 
and  correct  all  problea  areas  confronting  the  RO  effort,  ^he  stwcess  of  ird- 
tial  endeavors  in  this  area  has  been  encouraging  because  it  has  Justified  per^ 
sonnel  and  material  resouce  expenditures  required  to  open  areas  for  Revolu> 
tionary  Development. 

U.  Signal 

a.  General.  The  9th  Signal  Battalion  continued  diverse  operations 
required  to  provide  the  Division  tdth  tactical  conmunlcations.  ^hls  included 
land  line,  VHP,  photo^aphic  and  air  courier  service. 

b.  During  May  the  9th  Signal  Battalion  continued  to  provide  tactical 
conmunlcations  while  Company  C,  36th  Signal  Battalion  concentrated  on  non- 
tactieal  communications  support.  Major  areas  serviced  by  9th  Signal  Battalion 
were  Camp  Martin  Cox  (Division),  Dong  Tam  (2d  Brigade),  Tan  An  (3d  Brigade), 

Ben  Phnuc  (5-60  Inf  (M)),  Tan  Tru  (2-60  Inf),  Rach  Klen  (3-39  Inf),  Ben  Luc 

and  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  (2d  foigade).  App  10,  Switchb^d  Diagram). 

Systems  were  also  initiated  to  suj^rt  the  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  upon 
its  attachment  to  the  division..  Within  the  Division's  TAGR  courier  require¬ 
ments  exceed  the  Signal  Battalion's  capability  to  provide  ground  courier  service. 
Tb  correct  this  situation,  the  battalion  initiated  air  courier  service  to  each 
outlying  unit  on  a  once  or  twice  a  day  basis. 

e.  Signal  support  during  the  monCh  of  June  remained  relatively  un¬ 
changed.  ^elected  items  of  PLL  continued  to  be  difficult  to  obtain  although 
the  overall  picture  improved.  Revetments  to  protect  items  essential  to  un¬ 
interrupted  eanmmications,  i.e.,  generators,  were  improved  throu^out  the 
division  area  of  operatl<ms. 

d.  Operation  PADDINGTON  was  supported  during  July  with  installation 
of  four  VHP  systems.  It  became  apparent  that  forward  signal  center  support 
team  training  must  be  continually  evaluated  during  periods  of  prolonged  inac¬ 
tivity  when  there  are  few  displacesMnts  of  division  forward  on  field  operations 
(Obsemtlons,  Lessons  Learned).  Siq^rt  of  the  Nobile  Riverine  Fooe  continued 
with  excellent  results.  ^  value  of  radlo/wlre  integratlm  (RWI)  to  operation¬ 
al  requlreaents  was  re-enphasiaed  and  a  marked  improvement  of  RWI  usage  was  noted 

e.  In  oonelusion,  signal  requirements  within  the  Division  including 
support  of  ths  Nobile  Riverine  Foroe,  are  within  the  capability  of  the  9th 
Signal  Battalion.  Refinements  in  current  systems  are  eontinnslly  revisMd  to 
improve  signal  support  being  provided. 
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a«  FersoHMl  and  administration 
rCBtt  Infusion  Program 

IISCtlSSIOBt  Upon  olosing  Vietnam  in  early  1967  the  9th  Infantry  UrLsion  vas 
ianediately  faced  with  a  personnel  tumorer  "rotatioud  hump"  idiioh  would  oo- 
our  during  late  1967  and  early  1966.  Alternatives  anrallable  to  reduce  the  rota¬ 
tional  busp  were  to  Infuse  dvislon  personnel  with  personnel  in  other  organiza¬ 
tions  or.  in  the  pipellnet  ^o  had  rotation  dates  before  or  after  the  Division's 
rotational  hun^*  Another  alternative  was  to  curtail  overseas  tours  throu^  a 
oross  section  of  the  Division  to  spread  the  rotational  hump* 

QBSffiVATlttt  Infusion  provided  the.idMl*  solution  for  rednoing  the  rotation 
hanp«  Aggressive  Imj^ementatiMi  of  the  infusionnall  but  negated  a  need  to  en3>> 
tail  individuals* 


nOKi  Intra-Division  Infusion 

DQfflCTSSlOit  After  infusion  outsids  the  division  had  Imn.  used  to  reduce  s  bulk 
of  the  personnel  rotational  hnap  it  was  feasible  to  use  intra^vision  infusion 
to  aohiove  final  TI8ARV  obieotives  beosnse  of  Hba  Division's  dsplopaent  in  tiuree 
major  inoxeaents* 

QBSIBmiOret  An  invaluable  side  effect  froa  intrsp-division  infusion  is  that  it 
allows  personnel  .idw  deployed  with  the  division  to  ooao^ete  tiair  tour  with 
division* 


If  t  Mrdl  and  llLstrlbution 

DUSOTBSIgt  Ttaits  vhioh  fail  to  neks  preeise  coordination  witii  supporting  APO 
sad  AO  Message  Center  faoilities  potior  to  moving  ont  on  field  operations  will 
espacieaes  dUeys  and  la  soas  oases  mlareuted  mail  and  distribution* 

CBBfUlOit  Chit  SOf  must  Inoluds  proeedures  for  coordination  witli  supporting 
AfO  and  AC  Mtssags  Osntsr  to  insuzo  a  eontinBoua  flew  of  atil  and  distribution 
whils  upsmtiag  assy  fron  a  baas  oanp  location* 


CON  PI  DANTIAU 


CON  FlOeNTIAL 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Seport-Lessons  Learned  for  Qnarterly  feried  Ending 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOE-65) 

ITBM;  Casualty  Mail 

DISCUSSION:  Delayed  receipt  of  admission  and  disposition  reports  causes  ymr 
necessary  delay  in  delirering  mail  to  casualties  hospitalised  outside  the 
Division  area*  To  correct  this  situation  liaison  enlisted  personnel  were  sta^ 
tioned  at  the  three  major  outlying  hospitals  to  report  admission  and  disposition 
od  division  casualties* 

OBSERVATION:  There  has  been  no  significant  interruption  of  mail  delivery  to 
casualties  as  result  of  implementation  of  this  system* 


ITBl;  Disposal  of  Vaste  Material  •' 

DISCUSSION  it  A  joint  Militaxy  Police/National  Police  search  of  a  Vietnamese  Nation¬ 
al  carrying  a  box  from  the  division's  Sanitary  Fill  revealed  that  the  box  contained 
30  field  manuals*  The  manvials  dealt  with  CBRf  booby  traps,  basic  weapons,  etc* 

OBSERVATION:  Regardles  of  the  intensity  of  the  indoctrination  progra^f',  trash 
disposal  areas  must  be  closely  scrutinized  to  preclude  loss  of  sensitive  mate]>- 
ial  that  has  been  carelessly  discarded  through  negligence* 


ITEM:  Indigenous  Persozutel 

DISOUSSION;  It  is  of  absolute  necessity  that  daily  hire  personnel  and  vehicles 
transporting  daily  hire  personnel  be  thorou^ily  searohed  upon  entering  and  ei^ 
itlng  base  camp*  An  average  of  one  individual  per  day  as  a  general  rule,  will 
attenpt  to  gain  access  without  proper  aut^orlzlition* 

OBSERVATION:  To  date  no  incidents  of  sabotage  or  terrorist  aotivitlea  have 
occurred  as  a  direct  result  of  oonstant  surveillance  of  indigenous  personnel* 


IIM:  Contraband  Items 

DISCUSSION:  The  problem  of  oontraband  items  being  transported  on  and  off  base 
camp  will  be  prevelant  at  all  times  unless  positive  remedial  action  la  taken 
to  preclude  it.  Indigenous  personnel  will  attempt  to  introduce  Milauana  and 
other  drugs  onto  the  base  oamp  and  remove  Military  Payment  Certifioates,  field 
manuals,  candy,  electrical  wire,  batteries,  maps  pipe,  tools,  clothing  and  etc* 

OBSERVATION:  A  more  emphatic  program  of  information  and  indoctrination  is  being 
established  to  preclude  an  exchange  of  oontraband  items  batwaan  US  and  indiganoua 
personnel* 
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ITEMS  Missing  Financial  Bata  Record  Folders  (FDRF) 

BISGUSSIONs  Of  every  1,000  replacements  arrivlcg  at  the  Bivislon,  approximately 
250  arrive  prior  to  receipt  of  individual  FDRF.  Two  hundred  FBRF  will  subse¬ 
quently  arrive  within  20-30  days.  Of  the  remaining  30  FBRF,  approximately  20 
will  eventually  be  recovered. 

OBSERYATIORs  In  order  to  preolude  congressional  and  Inspector  general  cooqplaints 
and  proceeding  on  the  theory  that  the  men  are  victims  of  an  arcl^alc  system  over 
which  they  have  no  control,  temporary  FBRF  are  initiated  and  the  men  axe  paid. 
Reconciliations  are  effected  either  upon  receipt  of  the  FBRF  or  upon  verification 
from  FCnSi. 


ITBIs  Camual^  Svaouatlon  by  Bust-Off 

BISCOSSIOTs  The  ptrlnolpal  of  the  chain  of  evacuation  of  casualties  from  unit 
medio  to  battalion  aid  station  to  Blvision  olearing  station  to  army  level  wao- 
uatlen  or  surgloal  hospital  is  tlme^onored.  In  a  guerrilla  war  and  with  the 
advent  of  helicopter  evaouatlon,  the  casualty  many  times  goes  directly  to  the 
hospital  from  the  battle  field  tdiere  he  was  injured.  There  is  no  question  that 
many  lives  have  been  saved  beoause  of  -&eir  rapid  transportatlcm  to  an  arny  hM- 
pltal*  ftqperlenoe  has  ahown,  however,  that  in  many  oases  it  was  detrimental  to 
both  the  man  and  the  mission  idien  olearing  station  facilities  were  over-flown 
in  order  to  get  the  man  to  an  army  hospit^.  The  following  points  substantiate 
this  argnementt 

1*  Many  oasnaltiea  have  not  been  seen  jy  medloal  personnel  priffit  to  plok 
up  by  dust-off,  and  most  be  taken  to  the  olos  faoilily,  l.s*,  olearing  stap> 
tiem,  idiore  rssusoltatlve  txwatMent  is  given  and  the  patient  stablised  prior  to 
farther  evaouatlon.  Farther,  those  patients  that  are  treated  by  thetoandquet, 
require  immediate  professional  medioal  oaxe*  The  risk  of  BOA  is  muoh  greater 
when  olearing  stations  are  by-passed  and  additional  time  is  spent  flying  to  a 
more  distant  medioal  feclll^iy• 

2,  Seriously  injured  oasualties  and  slightly  wounded  oasualtles  are 
plaoed  on  the  same  eveouation  belloopter#  At  TEE  OUSARIBG  station  the  slli^tly 
woondod  oasualty  oan  be  treated,  held  for  a  short  period,  and  returned  to  duty 
dlreotly  without  leaving  the  division  area* 

3,  Evseuation  oan  be  ooordinated  at  the  olearing  station,  thereby, 
preventing  a  situation  idiere  a  heUooptsr  takes  a  single  patient  to  a  hos- 
pltsl  idiioh  may  reqpire  40  to  60  minutes,  plus  refueling  timet  the  seme 
time  ether  patients  in  the  AO  are  awaitl^  evaouatlon*  Forttier,  patients 
are  brought  to  the  olearing  station  by  *iU(dc  or  ground  vehlole*  If 
ttis  evaouatlon  helieopter  by-passes  tbs  olearing  station  onronts  to  a  hea- 
pital,  otitsr  patients  awaiting  svaouation  ate  held  an  uadns  length  of  time* 
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4,  Clearing  stations  have  the  neoessary  eqsxipoMnt  and  professional 
personnel  to  provide  resuscltatlve  medical  oare  and  to  stabilise  the  patient 
so  that  farther  evaeuatlon  will  not  jeopardize  his  health. 


OBSEHVATIOHs  Whenever  possible |  combat  operations  should  be  supported  by 
a  clearing  station  in  the  PSB,  with  a  dust-Kiff  helicopter  oo~located  vlth 
the  clearing  station*  Casualties  should  be  brouj^t  direotly  to  'ttie  clears 
ing  station  for  initial  treatment*  and  then  further  evacuation  to  axoy  level 
hospitals  coordinated  by  the  clearing  station* 


ITMt  Biveiltte  Kedioal  Support 

DISCUSSION:  For  rlVerine  operations  an  ATC  with  an  emergency  medical  team 
consisting  of  1  MC  and  7  Medical  Corpsmen  moves  with  the  assault  forute  to  a 
point  near  the  area  of  operations.  Bpergenoy  medical  care  is  provided  here 
and  then  casualties  are  former  evacuated*  On  several  occasions  casualties 
were  unable  to  be  evacuated  fVom  tiie  Mdical  ATC  due  to  closeness  of  enesy 
contact.  To  counter  this  and  to  provide  a  more  efficient  service  as  well  as 
to  eliminate  urgent  oases  taken  to  the  APB's  where  closeness  of  spaces  and 
dangers  of  moving  patients  up  and  down  decks  with  narrow  passages  ezdst*  an 
LCU  with  helipad  has  been  requested. 

OBSERVATION:  A  LCU  will  provide  quicker  response  to  urgent  oases  and  ability 
to  move  to  area  of  operations  for  medical  service* 


ITEM:  Medical  Clearing  Station 

DISCOSSKar:  setting  up  of  Madioal  clearing  statlw  in  field  operations* 

A  clearing  station  ndzmally  is  lodated  idwre  seouxlty  is  provided*  ana 
where  it  can  best  support  the  mission*  Ibis  invariably  meane  the  brigade 
trains  area*  The  medioal  oleorlng  station  area  most  have  adequate  space  as 
well  as  area  for  a  dust-off  helioopter  landing  sons.  Tr  aaVe  narlT.iUn  use 
of  the  oleaxlng  station  it  is  advisable  to  locate  the  olearing  station  near 
or  in  a  PSB  area*  By  this  meaiisy  the  medioal  oonpany  oan  be  more  responsive 
to  battalion  aid  stations  as  well  as  more  effeotively  sopport  tt.9  operatiMa* 


CBSlHTATICai:  Medioal  olearing  statioias  should  be  used  as  auoh  as  possible 
and  located  os  close  to  the  AO  as  feasible*  B»e  oapabilities  of  the  medioal 
olsari^  station  ore  tbs  same  for  initial  lift  saving  prortadores  as  an 
avaeuation  hospital* 


Italligenoa  Oollaotlon  Voxkshaet 

macossiONi  Tha  flow  of  infozaation  into  Q£  is  voluminous  and  aooh  saparata 
piaoa  of  information  must  ba  thprouidily  evaluatit  in  li|^t  of  ooaplata  in- 
talliganoo  piotura*  Basis  for  organiiing  tha  aasantial  alsmsnts  of  infozmation 
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(EBI}  should  be  predicated  on  uhat  is  needed  to  confirm  or  onaplete  intelligence 
on  hand* 


QBSERTATIOMi  ▲  oolleotion  voxksheat  file*  tabbed  to  separate  intelligence  EBI 
and  Knput  by  specified  geogra]Mc  or  political  area  (i.e.  province^  Special 
Zone,  etc)  and  by  intelligence  subject  within  that  am  (i.e*  installations » 
lines  of  oosnanloationt  infrastructure ,  tactles»  etc)  will  enable  the  G2  plan¬ 
ner  to  focus  on  one  area  and  subject  at  a  time  when  building  an  intelligence 
picture  to  accurately  portray  enemy  capabilities »  vulnerabilities,  and  pos¬ 
sible  ooures  of  action*  On  the  worksheet  are  colusltsfort  EEI,  Sources,  Bate 
and  Time  (EBl)  Bue,  Feedback  and  BLssemination*  Thus  on  one  form  (worksheet)  • 
the  user  can  deter^ne  the  timeliness  of  the  answer,  see  the  answer,  maintain 
a  record  of  lt*s  dissemination  and/or  action  taken,  and  develop  additional  EEI 
to  more  fully  develop  the  intelligence  picture  for  that  particular  enemy  ac¬ 
tivity  within  the  designated  area* 


ITBlt  Utilisation  of  Order  of  Battle  information  derived  from  captured  docu¬ 
ments* 

BISCUSSIOHi  Captured  documents  are  a  valuable  source  of  order  of  battle  in¬ 
formation  on  PC  units  from  the  hlj^est  to  the  lowest  level*  However,  volume 
of  information  derlvled  from  these  documents  presents  problems  in  filing  and 
analysing  and  disseminating  the  Infomatim  to  using  units* 

OBSEEYATIOHt  The  most  inportant  step  in  the  utilisation  of  information  de¬ 
rived  from  captured  documents  is  la  passing  the  ixtfozmaldon  on  to  'Umf  using 
units*  Much  of  the  information  obtained  deals  with  the  ooapositioa,  stssngtfa, 
weapons,  eqnlimant,  and  personalities  of  a  particular  YC  unit*  All  psrsertallty 
information  is  eztraoted  and  passed  to  the  Counterintslllgenoe  Ssetlon  for  in- 
olttsion  in  the  blsoklists*  Other  information  is  analysed  and  disseminated  In 
Order  of  Battle  briefs,  passed  directly  to  the  interrogation  seotion  to  be  used 
in  oross  oheoklng  BH  statements,  or  disseminated  to  units  having  primary  interest* 


^1^  Braouation  of  iMay  Boouasnts  and  Material 

BlBOOSSIOBi  When  the  ZTV  Team  is  not  looated  in  close  promiaity  to  Brigade 
Headguarters  beomase  of  tactical  considerations,  the  utilisation  of  am  air¬ 
mobile  oosmsnd  post,  or  any  other  reason,  units  should  use  every  available 
means  to  rapidly  evacuate  enemy  dooumsnta  and  material  dlreotly  to  the  HV 
Team,  bypassing  intermediate  headquarters*  Sinoe  taotioal  units  rarely  have 
the  ompahili^  to  make  more  than  a  cursory  examination  of  such  itame,  failure 
to  rigidly  evacuate  these  items  Of  possibls  intelliganee  value  may  result  in 
delaying  proper  evacuatiw  bay<»ii  the  point  where  quiok  exploitation  of  anoh 
intelllgenoo  would  be  fruitfbl* 
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OBSEHVATIOHt  Since  the  HV  Teas  will  noxnally  be  located  in  the  trains  area 
when  not  vith  the  CP«  eyery  effort  should  be  made  to  utilize  resupply  helicopters 
helicopters  returning  to  trains  area  for  refhellngf  or  any  other  type  vehicle  to 
rapidly  evacuate  captured  doeuaents  and  materials* 


ITBIt  Map  Supply 

DISCUSSIOHi  S2  personnel  should  anticipate  that  on  any  operation  the  10  may 
be  enlarged  to  include  additional  areas  in  any  direction*  In  the  event  this 
ooours*  map  coverage  becomes  an  immediate  necessity*  It  is  realized  that  al- 
thoui^  tranaportating  large  numbers  of  maps  may  be  dlffioult  and  impraotiaal 
a  definite  plan  for  additional  coverage  over  and  abovd  the  assigned  AO  must  be 
iiiQ>lea«itad*. 

OBSBHYATIOHi  That  S2  sections  have  their  possession  or  at  a  mininum  readily 
available  in  the  trains  area)  sufflolent  maps  for  normal  distribution  of  each 
map  sheet  bordering  the  assl^ed  AO*  Prior  to  eaoh  operation*  the  S2  must  aseer- 
tain  that  he  has  suoh  ooveraga*  and  if  not  submit  a  requisition  for  Immediate 
issue* 


ITBCt  Debriefing  of  Combat  Action 

DlSCOSSlOEt  frequaat  erroneous  spot  reports  are  submitted  by  subordinte  units 
as  a  result  of  oonfuslon*  following  an  engagement*  During  one  operation  contact 
reports  Indioatad  that  tto  VC  foroea  enoountersd^aa  from  half  a  squad  to  platoon 
size*  and  that  several  VC  olagmores  were  detonated*  Debriefing  of  personnel 
indioatad  that  the  unit  oommanders  iapirmsclon  differed  fjeom  the  platoon  leader 
involved* 


ODBIwyATIOMi  Platoons  should  be  debriefed  as  soon  as  possible  following  eontaot* 
The  platoon  leader  should  debrief  his  entire  unit*  reoonstruotlng  the  entire 
event*  Vhsn  applioablaf  the  oompany  otwsndsr  or  battalion  82  should  participate 
in  Ills  debrieHng* 


JiXBi  Interrogation  of  PV  and  Ohieu  Hoi 


[t  To  faollitate  rapid  disssmiaation  of  iatelUgenoe  gained  txm 
interrogatLon  of  PV  and  CUeu  Hoi»  a  system  of  speedy  translations  and  report¬ 
ing  needs  to  a  established*  Tbs  present  system  requires  evaouation  from  the 
field  looation  to  the  battalimi  PV  oage*  Ho  field  interrogation  oan  be  made 
due  to  the  look  of  trained  interrogators  and  interpreters*  At  battalion  and 
brigade  level  an  Interrogation  is  made  and  than  the  PV  is  evaouated  to  the 
Division  PV  oage  for  more  Intensive  interrogation*  At  eaOh  level  a  formal 
interrogation  report  is  prepared  and  dissmrtnated  to  tte  82  or  G2  at  tbs 
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The  foxnal  written  report  takes  time  to  prepare^  edit  and  distribute*  A 
system  of  informal  reporting  should  be  established  to  permit  immediate  dlsseminar> 
tion  of  intelligenoe  information*  In  particular  looal  foroe  and  main  force  pers» 
onnel  should  be  interrogated  and  Information  expedited  to  the  capturing  unit 
to  gain  maximum  exploitation  and  ralue  of  the  intelligenoe  derived* 

OBSBHVATIOHi  All  IPW  teams  should  be  alert  to  desseminate  ihtelllgneoe  inform¬ 
ation  as  rapidly  and  expeditiously  as  possible*  At  lower  level  interrogation 
should  be  geand  to  oombat  intelligenoe  for  immediate  use  (of  the  troops  on  the 
ground)  at  oompnay/bAttallon  level* 


ITHlt  Helioopter  Landing  Zone  (ELZ)  Studies 

MSClTSSIOIIt  It  is  neoessary  to  have  all  BLZ  studies  as  comprehensive  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  order  to  provide  the  oommander  and  the  pilots  a  complete  orientation 
prior  to  oonduotion  of  an  operation* 

OBSKBYATIOWi  All  HLZ  should  be  plotted  on  an  overlay  with  a  narrative  desorii>- 
tlon  of  the  area  and  supported  by  individual  ^otos  (preferably  hand-held  idiotos) 
of  eaoh  BLZ* 


HWt  yC/K7A  Booby  Traps 

BISCOSSIOli  A  hi^  peroentage  of  VS  oasualtlea  have  been  attributed  to  YC^A 
miaem  tai  bobby  traps*  Too  often  mines  and  booby  traps  go  uadeteoifted  until 
after  detenatloa*  When  dlsoovered*  mines  or  booby  traps  should  bot  be  destroyed 
unless  trained  personnel  are  available  to  disetm  them*  The  only  YC^A  madcer 
sign  reported  enoountered  has  been  "TV  BIAY  (UU  Zone)*  MACY  62  reoently  published 
a  handbook  with  several  illustrations  on  YC^A  mine  and  booby  trap  Indioators 
being  enplyed  la  X  Corps* 

OBSBHYATIOBt  All  personnel  must  asin  a  throu|^  and  oontinnoua  ssexbb  of  looal 
terrain  in  order  to  deteot  YC^A  mines  end  booby  traps*  The  average  soldier 
does  not  possess  the  neoessary  knowledge  to  disarm  mines  or  booby  traps  with¬ 
out  great  danger  to  himself*  Signs  should  be  reported  to  hi^^er  headquarters 
for  OQ^pUation  and  distribution  to  all  units*  Any  unusual  e^ploynent  of  mines 
or  booby  traps  should  be  aketohed  or  photographsd  prior  to  destruotimi* 


JOB*  YO  Mads  mass  and  Booby  Trsps 

MSCCSaiOii  Busing  Opsration  AKHOi  a  small  ordnanes  oaohs  was  looatsd  ttiat  snb- 
stsntiatsa  local  maiaifsotuxinf  of  hand  grenades»  ainsa  and  booby  traps* 

Two  hand  grenadsa  oenfisoated  were  eonstmetsd  ISom  VB  bhooolats  milk  e«w»  with 
an  explosive  filler  and  standard  fbas* 
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OBSKBYATIOEi  CosBond  emdiasis  at  all  levels  oust  be  placed  on  the  destruction 
or  renoval  of  all  vaste  iteasi  oanSf  battexieSf  ouaanwioations  vire»  foil,  plas¬ 
tic  bags,  to  pareolude  their  use  by  the  ene^y* 


ITBMt  Hijixvay  Obstructions  Constructed  by  the  Viet  Cong 

MSCOSSIORi  The  Viet  Cong  am  very  trioky  in,  their  nining  and  obstruction  of 
locally  travelled  hifdnrays.  One  instance  occurred  on  Hi^iway  4t  during  a  time 
idien  tiae  Viet  Cong  were  extremely  active  in  their  terrorist  activities  and  tac¬ 
tics*  The  VC  set  up  two  earth  obstructions  approximately  1000  metero  apart, 
on  SLj^nray  4*  The  first  obstnction  was  found  to  be  no  more  than  a  largo  pile 
of  dirt  blocking  traffic*  This  was  checked  for  mines,  using  the  mine  detectors, 
and  removed  from  the  road*  The  second  obstruction  was  found  to  be  eovotly  like 
the  first  pile  of  dirt,  except  it  was  mined* 

OBSBIVATIOBt  Anything  less  than  a  lOClt  effort  by  the  mine  detector  team  would 
have  resulted  in  overlooking  the  mine.  Mowing  the  pile  before  throu^^ily  oheok 
it  out  for  booby  traps  would  most  likely  have  resulted  in  an  ea^losion,  inflict¬ 
ing  damam  and  oasualties  to  friendly  troops. 


ITBMi  CorrdiBation  Requirements  of  Mobile  Riverine  Poroe  (MRP) 

MSCDSSIOMt  The  nature  of  operations  (strike  primarily)  oonduoted  by  the  MRP 
necessitates  rapid  and  oontlnuing  ooor^atlon.  Por  eximple,  at  one  anOhorege 
the  MRP  employed  security  foroes  in  three  separate  provlnoes  Viile  oondnotlng 
operations  in  two  provinces.  Ac  evidenoed  by  this  example,  the  MRP  is  a  trans¬ 
itory  force  idiloh  oontinually  oroases  GVR  boundaries  of  politloal  and  mllltaxy 
responsibility.  This  requires  ezteuive  liaison  and  coordination  ^oh  has  been 
routinely  handled  by  the  brigade  oosmand  and  staff  with  exoeptlon  of  puraly  08 
Maty  advisory  matters. 

OiSRIKfAflOMt  Two  liaison  offloers  authorissd  by  brigade  TOU  oannot  asst 
requixemsata  for  all  required  ooordinatior  and  liaison,  oonsequsntly  the  89 
and  ooMand  group  have  had  to  assume  a  portion  of  this  responsibility.  To  effect 
fan  and  oontlnuing  coordination,  a  liaison  seutioa  of  four  offloers,  preferably 
Osptsias,  is  waxramted.  Provisions  for  assispanont  Of  theso  offloers  has  been 
addressed  on  a  proposed  rovlsim  to  the  fable  of  Ustrlbution* 


JSM*  Almebile  Paint  as  loonoay  of  lOroo 


DlflOOSSIOMt  Areas  Of  oporatieas  assigned  for  strike  operations  often  oxoeod 
a  units  eapability  to  attaek  and  slanltansously  blook  likely  routes  of  saeaps* 


CO/^riDENTIAL 


CON  FiDENTtAL 

SUBJECT i  Optntioaal  Bsport-LeisoM  Lcazntd  for  Qaartorly  foriod  Aiding  31 
July  1967.  (HCS/CSrOI-65) 

OBSBSTATIOTi  AixKoblle  folnto  to  Inoludo  full  airotrikooy  ortillory  ond  gon- 
aiiipt  londing  son#  prepantiono  oan  often  be  eaployod  along  likely  eneny  eaoape 
routea  to  deter  oneay  use  of  those  routes*  Moreorer,  by  detering  eneey  use  of 
a  routoy  he  nay  remain  in  a  fixed  position  or  attempt  to  escape  along  routes 
blocked  by  maneuver  forces* 


ITBI:  Vaterbome  and  Airborne  CoiMond  and  Control  Craft 

MSCUSSIOWt  Both  brigade  and  battalion  oommanders  have  found  tiie  helioopter 
an  invaluable  tool  in  oonnand  and  oontrel.  The  Belta  environonty  flat,  open 
and  free  ef  vegetation  oanopy  presents  a  ehallenge  to  ground  nacvlgatiott  and 
a  groat  advantage  to  the  airborne  ocnnander  and  observer*  Bslineatlon  of  ob- 
JeetiveSf  routes  and  ebstaeles  and*  to  a  smaller  degreoy  ene^r  fortieations 
is  a  very  difficult  task  to  the  oomnander  on  the  surfaoe  and  a  relatively  easy 
task  for  the  airborne  oomnander*  Both  troop  and  assault  craft  maneuver  is 
faoilltated  lOOjt  as  a  result  of  the  generally  unobseured  view  ef  the  airborne 
oenmand  group*  Vith  the  United  visibility  of  darkness  and  marginal  flying 
veather  e^rleneed  during  the  southwest  monsoon  season*  the  oosnand  and  ooHh> 
mnnleationa  boats  (CCB)  provided  by  TT  11?  are  essential  to  eontlBuing  oonnand 
and  oontrol  by  brigade  and  battalion  oosnanders  in  their  forward  positions  of 
the  area  of  operations* 

OBSBnTATICHIt  The  oonblned  use  of  oonnand  and  oontrol  helloopters  and  the  CCB 
by  brigade  and  battalion  oosmandere  pemits  olose  supervision  and  oontrol  of 
the  joint  eonbat  power  deployed  by  the  BBF  with  oooperating  and  supportlag 
forces* 


ITU  Individual  Toneh-Bown  Baring  Almobile  Operations 

BISCDSSICit  Boring  July  1967*  the  Fathfinder  Betaohnent  had  tiie  nission  of 
operating  the  stage  field  for  a  three  oonpany  UB-IB  HeUoopter  Tsotioal  Troop 
lift*  The  rsqulrenent  was  to  nark  the  touohdown  points  for  the  lead  aircraft 
of  each  oonpaay*  (Operation  FABBUGTOi) 

OBSMfATKHli  The  praotioe  of  narking  <»ly  the  touohdown  point  for  the  lead 
aircraft  of  each  aimobile  ooaipany  is  not  desirable  if  there  is  suffloient 
tine  to  properly  enploy  the  ocganio  Fathfinder  teM  to  nark  individual  touob- 
down  points. 


IS*  Coordination  witii  AXVI 

BMODBCflli  Close  oooxdiaatlon  with  ilVI  fOaeoes  working  in  ^  sans  sxaa  aunt 
be  noeonplished  down  to  and  inoluding  oonpany  lovsl  to  nske  nixo  08  and  Alfl 
hnfs  ss^anfod  oall  si«Mt  vadio  frsqs.  p^ts  of  ozifia»  ovtrltys  and  opnrationn 
orders* 

COVnOENT/AL 


COA/ri  DE^T/Al. 

SUBJlOTt  Opczmtional  Beport-Leiaom  Itssined  for  ^oartorljr  Period  Aiding  5I 
July  1967.  (BCS/CSFOB.65) 

OBSIHyATIOPt  The  use  of  a  liaison  officer  to  ABW  units  voikiag  vith  or  in 
oonjunotion  vith  VS  units  is  a  nust  for  proper  coordination* 


ITBIi  Isployaent  of  AA  (SP)  Artillery  to  Augsent  Fire  Support/Patrol  Bases 

MSCPSSIQBt  The  twin  AOnn  and  quad  *30  eal  proved  to  be  a  definite  asset  in 
securing  FS/PS*  By  using  these  itens  at  FS/BS  the  infantry  elenents  securing 
FS/FB  are  allowed  to  oondaet  extensive  patrilling  in  the  AO  during  daylight 
hours*  Ihs  only  restriotion  being  routes  into  FS/Ps,  since  the  40m  weapon 
is  not  air  transpcrtaDle  and  cannot  aoooapany  103  batteries  that  are  airlifted 
into  position*  However«  the  quad  *30  eal  oan  be  dlanounted  and  easily  alrllftsd 
into  Air  Bead* 

OB^FATIOBt  The  use  of  twin  AOMt  and  quad  *30  oal  naohine  guns  is  defense  of 
FS/BB  lessens  the  requirenents  for  infantry  security  during  the  daylight  hours 
and  inoreases  the  ability  of  the  infantry  eleaents  to  conduct  S  &  1)  operations* 
These  weapons  also  increase  the  firepower  sad  defensive  oapability  of  the  FS/BB 
idien  secured  by  Infantry  units  and  allow  for  sore  anbush  patrols  to  be  establlslH 
ed  during  the  hours  of  daricneas* 


ITBii  Incentives  for  Long  Bangs  Beoonnaissaaoe  Patrol  (LRBP)  Menbers 

macoSSIOBt  Ihe  UQtP  Bstaohnent  oonsista  of  volunteers  who  often  operate  In 
five  Ban  patrols  In  BC  oooupled  areas  over  ntaadad  periods  of  tiM»  beyond 
the  range  of  fkisadly  srtillsiy  and  vitii  limtAd  radio  odntiot  with  6thsr 
friendly  foroes*  To  paartlolpate  in  these  aiasions  reqnirsp  a  special  type 
of  Infantrysan  who  la  InteUlgent*  oalm  under  stress*  rosouroefhlt  aggressive* 
and  willing  to  forgo  nozaal  MsdTorts  for  days  at  a  tins* 

OBSlByAyiOii  In  ordw  to  reorult  the  desirable  USBP  aenber*  and  retain  hiii 
as  an  enthuslastlo  enexgetio  assber  is  npite  of  the  risks  a^  dlsooaforts  of 
his  aisaloBB*  speoial  Inoentives  are  reqnlred*  Suoh  inoentlve  aay  include  the 
recognition  Ito  reoelves  fkas  press  releases*  wearing  e  dlstinotive  unifoza* 
having  neat  and  presentable  living  qnavters*  scheduling  tlas  for  sports  and 
other  vorthidille  aotivitiea*  Such  Inoentivies*  together  with  strong  leadership* 
will  go  far  to  obtain  and  aotivate  desirable  LBHP  oandldates* 


Ifh  BesupBly  Bniloopter 


BISOroSMfi  A  resupply  hislioopter  available  tuLo^  dally*  iaprovas  ttw  ef« 
feotlveness  of  ground  units  in  two  waysf  (1)  due  either  to  aorale  and/or 


Inereeasd  easily  froa  two  hot  aeela  dally*  units  aove  auoh  aore  effeotivaly* 
(2)  The  Individual  paok  is  rsduoed* 

C  ON  FI  DBhfTIAU 
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COA/Ff  OfA/TtAL 

SDBJBCTt  Operational  Beport-Leasons  Learned  for  (ioasrterly  Period  E&ding  31 
July  1967*  (BCS/CSFaR-63) 

OBSlRTATIOBt  Troope  perfoxaed  better  ehen  glren  tvo  hot  aeale  a  day.  Troche 
were  aore  alert  and  could  aove  acre  effeetlToly  due  to  reduced  pack  load* 


IBPIt  Maintenanoe  during  Field  (^ratlona 

MSCOSSIOIt  On  acrerbl  oooaalonay  ac^perted  unlta  hare  left  all  their 
organisational  aaintenanee  peraonnel  in  baae  oaap,  depriving  theaaelTea 
of  all  aaintenanee  oapabili^.  Conaequently»  forward  support  oonpanias  vsm 
requested  to  perfoxa  such  J<n>a  as  changing  a  flat  tire*  loxaal  woricloads 
will  not  pexait  support  personnel  to  perfoxa  the  organisational  aaintenanoe 
of  supported  units* 

QBSBWmOit  Bqdiasis  aust  be  placed  on  the  need  for  organisational  aain¬ 
tenanoe  pwsonnel  to  aocoapany  their  unita  on  field  operations* 


nMt  Loglstlo  Planning  for  iixaobile  Operations 

MSCOSgtOit  One  of  the  aost  laportant  aspeots  of  a  suooesslhl  airaobile 
opexation  is  an  adequate  and  organised  logistios  baae  for  helioopters  partioi- 
pating  in  the  operation.  In  addition  to  foreoasting  fuel  and  anaunition  re- 
quixeaentst  detailed  ]^ana  aust  be  Bade  aa  to  the  ^rpe(8)  of  refueling  aystea 
to  be  uaedf  aethod  of  providing  aaauaition  to  axaed  helioo]^texS(  physioal 
layout  and  organisation  of  refueling  and  xeaadng  areas  in  oonsideratioB  with 
staging  and  heliooptex  paiMng  requirsaeiits»  vehioular  transportation  require- 
Bents  and  personnel  requizeesnts*  Logistioa  personnel  aust  ham  suffloient 
tins  to  oeaplete  detailed  plannisg  of  the  logistios  base  and  uperatlons  prior 
to  beginning  an  aixaobile  operation* 

QBaUtVATIOWi  a*  Suooessful  logistios  support  for  helioopters  partioi- 
peting  in  aiiaobile  operations  require  detailed  planning* 

b*  84  personnel  aust  he  notified  lasadi  itely  of  pending  aixaobile 
opexationst  and  auat  work  oloaely  with  83  and  Pathfinder  personnel  throud^^ 
all  phases  of  fanning* 

0*  fhoroui^  ground  reoonnaisaanoe  of  refueling  and  reaxalng  areas 
auat  he  eondnoted  ^  84  and  Pathfinder  pttsonnel  Us  early  as  posaihle* 


Baxdstand  for  Work  and  Imipnent  anwant  and  Btoasge  Area 

SJgSBBSM.*  ^  ^  fbuh  aroa«  the  nonsoon  reins  hegln  in  stxengtt 
in  early  liigr*  Psrtislly  eonstmetod  hardstand*  xeadst  vehlols  steoeago  areas* 
nd  aaintenanoe  areas  dstsrioata  and  heeoas  useless  foapdres  atth  die  snaat 
of  wet  weathar*  Bda  ia  aggravated  hy  vUhiola  novrasnt  in  suoh  areas*  Pre¬ 
pared*  peaked*  gtadsd  hardstond  is  needed  for  all  suoh  areas  to  prevent 
dstariosutieB  of  working  area*  .  ^  . 

COA/rf.pC-A/TIAk 
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Auajm 

SUBJECT* 


CON  n  dential^ 

Operational  Boport-Lesaona  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Aiding  51 
July  1967*  (HCS/CSFOR-65) 


OBSERYATIOHi  Properly  prepared  hardatand  work  and  atorage  area  ahoold  be 
afforded  aalntenanoe  unlta  In  ordera  to  prevent  a  loaa  of  nlaalon  capability 
In  rainy  weather.  During  vet  apell8«  vehicle  Dovement,  partloularly  tracka 
In  prepared  and  utqprepared  areaa  mat  be  kept  to  an  abaolute  mlnlaum. 


ItMi  Demand  rate  for  Contact  Teana 

DISCUSSIOEi  Contact  teaaa  have  been  provided  for  major  operatlona  and  normal 
aupport  mlaalon  voric.  !Ihe  primary  advantage  galnea  waa  the  prevention  of  the 
neoeaally  for  evaouating  all  downed  traoka  In  need  of  5rd  echelon  repair*. 

Ihla  repreaenta  a  aubatantlal  aavlnga  In  timet  manpower,  fuel.  Uvea  and 
equipment* 

OBSTOVATIOHi  Malntenanoe  aupport  unlta  ahould  continue  eaploying  contact 
teama  to  work  with  ai:q>ported  battalion  malntenanoe  aeotlona  on  field  operatlona 
and  normal  mlaalon  voric. 


IIBb  Sbdke  Grenade  Vae  In  Flooded  LZ*s 

DlSCDSSICyi  During  the  monsom  aeaaon  moat  areaa  of  South  FLetnam  are  flooded, 
tfana  reduolng  the  effeotlveneaa  of  amoke  grenadea*  Biperlenoa  of  tiie  peat 
month  haa  ahown  that.  In  moat  oaaea,  aeveral  atte^pta  had  to  ba  made  to  aaoeeaa~ 
fnily  mark  with  amoke.  Vhat  waa  needed  waa  a  amoke  grenade  MbaA  could  be  dropped 
Ikoi  an  airoraft  Into  vet  or  flooded  areaa  and  rwaln  on  the  water  aurfaoe. 

Slnee  no  anoh  grenade  waa  iaaedlately  available  In  the  aupply  ayatam,  an  effeot- 
ivo  and  eoonomioal  aolution  waa  attainad  Ihroni^  uae  of  2*75”  rooket  variiead 
oartcn  and  a  atandard  W-18  amoke  grenade,  fhaaa  modified  grenadea  were  100J( 
affeotive  (4  out  of  4)  during  an  operation  on  2$  July  1967* 

<MB6IB?ATI<Ai  Valng  the  11-16  amoke  grenade  inalda  of  the  oardboard  ahipping 
oarton  of  the  2*79”  rooket  variiaad  will  provlda  an  affaotiim  end  aoonomioal 
marking  davloe  for  uae  In  flooded  terrain. 


JSSBf  Piqrehologloal  liploltatlon  of  1C  Attaoka 

8id>aaqBant  to  a  1C  attaok  on  an  laolatad  hHlet  or  RP/FP  Inatal* 
lation,  aaalatanoe  ahould  not  be  llmitad  to  fire  ao;novt  and  or  other  taotloal 
aupport*  A  MBXtAP  ahould  be  organiaad  to  daplay  to  tiie  looatlon  of  the  attaok 
to  help  treat  the  wounded  and  give  other  add  aa  required.  In  oonjunotlon  with 
aaalatenoa  dhoold  reoelve  aoma  type  of  pnblloity  to  portray  and  inatall  in  lha 
populatloa  'ttia  idea  that  <ttia  US  la  alvaya  available  to  provldi  aagr  aMlatanoa 
poaalbla* 

CONFIOBNTfAL 
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ITPI:  &Boke  Grenade  Use  In  Flooded  LZ's  (Con't) 

1*  Reaove  pull  ring  from  safety  pin  leaving 
safety  pin  (cotter)  in  place. 

2.  Attach  two  feet  of  li^t  wire  (aircraft 
safety  wire  .040  is  ideal)  to  the  safety 
cotter  pin  as  in  diagram  twist  double  strand 
for  about  3"* 

5.  Break  off  safety  spoon  by  bending  back 
and  forth  Just  below  safety  pin. 

4.  Funture  a  snail  hole  in  the  side  of  oard- 
teard  (a)  see  diagrao..  Thread  loose  end  of 
wire  thru  the  hole  and  slide  grenade  into 
carton  as  in  diagram.  Pull  up  slack  and 
attach'  pull  ring  outside  as  shown. 

3.  Punch  several  (3M)  smoke  exits  holes 
in  top  of  oanister. 

6.  Add  three  nails  to  oartont  one 
to  keep  smoke  grenade  pressure  from 
popping  the  top  off  the  oanister  (C)  a  small 
knife  out  with  the  nail  pushed  thru  will 
voi±. 

HOTlt  These  smoke  grenades  with  exits  holes  in 
the  top  (l«e.t  idilte*  red)  woric  best  althoui^ 
any  color  will  work  satisfactory. 


coNFi  oe^sfriAL. 

SUBJBCTt  Operational  Report^Leasons  Learned  for  Qnarterly  Period  Ending  31 
Jnly  1967*  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

OBSKHVATIORi  VC  attacks  on  isolated  hamlet  or  BF/PF  installations  can  bs  lo- 
ployed  to  the  advantage  of  US  Forces  when  exploited  in  a  thorouj^y  planned 
and  programmed  MBRCAP. 


ITBl:  Mutual  Fire  Support 

DISCUSSION I  Gunshlps  are  vulnerable  when  making  approached  to  and  exits  from 
areas  where  they  fire  In  support  of  troops  in  contact* 

OBSERVATION t  Coordination  of  mutual  fire  support  has  a  definite  application 
when  planning  employriont  of  helicopter  gunshlps  in  support  of  troops  in  contact. 
Suppressive  fhns  from  ground  elements  during  a  helicopter  gunship  firing  pass 
will  provide  an  irivaluable  degree  of  protection  for  the  gunshlps* 


ITEM:  Control  and  Coordination  of  Aircraft  and  Supporting  Fires  in  a  Mobile 
Riverine  Force  Area  Of  Operations* 

DISCUSSION:  The  variety  of  air  transportation  and  firepower  available  to  the 
commander  must  be  judiciously  employed  to  achieve  tactical  success  without  en¬ 
dangering  one  element  by  indiscriminate  employment  of  another*  For  example* 
the  MRF  must  on  occasion  employ  land  and  barge  based  artillery*  mortars  org^e 
to  Navy  craft*  fires  of  maneuver  battalions*  close  air  support*  gun&hip  support* 
command  and  control  aircraft*  observer  aircraft*  troop  lifts*  aerial  remupply* 
medevac*  etc* 

OBSERVATION:  The  senior  headquarters  exercising  ooomand  and  control  of  air¬ 
craft  and  supporting  fires  in  an  Area  of  Operation  can  facilitate  execution 
of  this  task  by  observing  the  following: 

1*  Use  evezy  means  possible  to  remain  continually  abreast  of  friendly 
locations* 

2*  After  contact  is  established*  eaploy  supporting  fires  to  block  enemy 
escape  routes  which  cannot  be  covered  by  ground  elements* 

3*  ’Lean  into**  supporting  fires  by  oosplementing  its  effect  with  employ¬ 
ment  of  maneuver  battalions* 

4*  Avoid  the  necessity  of  rostering  indirect  fixe  weapons  sftsr  oontsot 
has  been  made* 

3*  Biploy  close  air  support  on  either  flank  of  the  gun-target  liM  of  in¬ 
direct  fire  support  of  beyond  the  ispsot  area* 

6*  Vary  ihs  type  of  ordnsnoe  on  a  target  by  alternating  air  and  artHlezy* 
one  lamedlately  following  ’URi  other* 
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COA/FI  DEAIXIAU 

Operational  Report-Leasons  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
July  1967.  (HCS/CSPOE-65) 


7*  Maintain  direot  fire. on  targets  employing  armored  troop  carriers 
one  monitors  with  their  armored  proteetion»  from  other-wise  open  water  escape 
routes  in  conjunction  with  air  and  artillery  fires* 


8*  Gunships  can  best  be  employed  against  machine  gun  of  other  crew-served 
weapons  emplacement  when*  by  vittue  of  their  close  proximity  to  friendly  posi¬ 
tions  or  lack  of  friendly  cover,  artillery  and  airstrikes  cannot  be  used* 


9*  To  provide  continuity  of  gunship  support,  designate  one  team  leader 
to  remain  on  station  and  brief  relief  teams  vdien  the  original  team  is  forced 
to  depart  for  rearming  or  refueling* 


10*  As  air,  artillery,  and  gunship  fires  defoliate  fortified  areas,  bunk¬ 
ers  becomes  definable  to  indirect  fires,  especially  those  of  the  135mm  howitzer* 


11*  When  it  is  necessary  to  withdraw  the  senior  command  and  control  heli¬ 
copter  for  refueling,  insure  that  a  subordinate  oommand  group  is  prepared  to 
oversee  the  battle  until  refueling  is  accomplished* 


12*  Althou^  dustoff  may  be  called  by  commanders  at  cosqpany  level,  the 
senior  commander  must  retain  approving  authority  for  entnurice  and  exit  times 
and  routes  of  dustoff  helicopters  so  that  the  momentum  of  -Qie  attack  will  not 
be  last  because  of  an  uilhipeoted  requirement  to  oease  fire* 


ITB!i  Protection  from  Demolition  Blast 

DISCPSSIOBt  During  an  airmobile  operation  one  man  was  killed  by  flying  debris 
fk«m  a  tree  wMoh  he  had  blown  in  preparing  a  landing  sons*  He  was  neither  far 
enoui^  away  from  the  tree  nor  did  he  have  oover* 

OBSEHVATICBt  Members  of  demo  tearnm  must  oonstantly  be  reminded  of  safety 
in  proteoting  themselves  and  others  idien  handling  explosive  materials*  If 
not  olosely  supervised  they  become  too  familar  with  the  oa^losive  materials 
involved  a^  tend  not  to  exeroise  juffioient  oauticn  in  handling  and  detonat¬ 
ing*  That  all  demolition  team  personnel  reoeive  olose  supervision  in  their 
work*  Adequate  oover  and  distanoe  should  be  ohosen  ii|  advance*  This  prot- 
eotLon  should  be  easily  and  quiokly  obtained* 


£9^  Fkoteotlon  of  Demolitions  from  Moisture 

JQgQISISft*  ^  reoent  operation  in  which  danoUtlon  teams  had  to  move  on 
took  ttueongh  wet,  muddy  terrain,  demolition  fuses  and  blasting  oaps  got  wet* 
Misfires  on  subsaqnsnt  use  of  fuses  and  o^ps  were  enoountexed* 


CON  FI  DENT  tkL 
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OBSERVATION:  Caps»  fuzes  and  explosives  imist  be  kept  as  dry  as  possible  to 
insure  against  misfires  or  delayed  detonation*  If  possible,  these  materials 
should  be  airlifted  to  projects  where  demo  teams  have  been  on  foot  moving 
throu£^  streams  and  rice  paddies*  This  would  eliminate  wet  demolitions  and 
therefore  out  down  on  misfires  and  safety  hazards. 


ITEM:  Bildge  Training 

DISCUSSION:  Repeated  contact  with  the  line  companies  show  that  their  per¬ 
sonnel  have  limited  knowledge  of  construction  and  operation  of  bridges* 

OBSERVATION;  Instruction  provided  by  the  bridge  company  has  increased 
efficiency  cf  the  line  comi>anies,  but  further  training  is  a  necessity* 


ITEM:  Incoming  Infusion  Personnel 

DISCUSSION:  Many  of  the  new  personnel  entering  a  \mit  of  the  infusion  pro¬ 
gram  have  little  or  no  bridge  experience.  Many  of  these  individuals  fill 
important  command  slots* 

OBSERVATION:  Intensive  platoon  training  is  reculiad  on  a  large  scale  basis 
to  famillazlze  individuals  with  bridge  equipment  and  its  oapabllities* 


ITEM:  Mission  Readiness  of  infrequently  Used  Equipment 

DISCUSSION:  On  a  recent  operation  pneumatic  assault  boats  were  required* 

The  boats  were  loaded  and  without  prior  inspection  taken  out  on  the  mission* 
After  arriving  at  the  river  site  it  was  found  that  the  pneumatic  pumps  were 
missing*  Also,  it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  boats  was  unable  to  hold 

air* 

OBSERVATION:  Equipment  should  be  maintained  in  a  state  of  mission  readiness* 
All  aooessozy  parts  and  equipment  be  made  to  assure  they  are  operable*  This 
is  especially  true  for  infrequently  used  equipment  and  aooessorles* 


ITBt:  Base  Camps  in  the  Delta 


DISCUSSION:  The  majority  of  the  base  oaops  were  not  prepared  properly 
prior  to  the  units  arrival*  This  resulted  in  congestion  and  acute  drainage 
problems*  The  reasons  for  the  Inadequate  preparation  may  be  sunmed  up  in  the 
following  points: 
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1«  Lack  of  detail  layout  plan* 

2*  Not  enou^  time  allowed  for  engineer  effort. 

3*  Lack  of  engineer  heavy  equipment* 

OBSERVATION;  Units  moving  into  the  Delta  should  plan  their  hase  camp  and 
install  it  with  proper  drainage  prior  to  their  moving  into  it* 


ITEM;  Rome  Flow  Maintenance 

DISCUSSION;  Any  improvements  that  can  be  made  on  the  D7E  tracto3:re  or  HDI61H 
tractor  to  make  them  easier  to  maintain  while  working  as  Rome  Plows  will 
IMIP  any  clearing  operation*  Tractor  down  time  is  the  biggest  problem  in  this 
type  of  operation*  By  doing  maintenance  and  repairs  at  nighty  whenever 
possible,  this  situation  can  be  greatly  improved.  However,  several  character¬ 
istic  weaknesses  of  the  tractors  could  be  improved  by  modifications*  The 
greatest  repair  problems  are  baused  by  broken  radiators,  broken  belly  pans, 
and  broken  hydraulic  lines  cn  blade  lift  cylinders* 


OBSERVATION;  By  fabricating  a  ^rill  from  a  steel  to  cover  the  radiators 
this  problem  can  be  drastically  Educed*  Belly  pans  can  be  reinforced  by 
welding  dozer  blade  edges  over  the  existing  pan  o^  as  a  replacement  pan*  2" 
angle  iron  should  be  welded  to  the  blade  lift  cylinder  over  the  hydraulio 
lines*  (EIR  initiated) 


ITEM;  Moving  Unit  Headquarters  with  Clearing  Operations 

DISCUSSION;  As  ;jvuagle  clearing  operations  proceed,  the  distance  from 
bivouac  to  work  site  inoreases*  Travel  time  is  essentially  lost  time*  A 
naintenanoe  base  near  the  woric  site  is  essential  and  POL  and  water  require¬ 
ments  are  hig^*  Constant  travel  on  previously  cleared  trails  also  creates  a 
security  problem* 

OBSERVATION;  It  is  desirable  to  move  a  base  consisting  of  maintenance  pers- 
sonnel,  communications  capabilities,  one  cook,  operators,  mine  detector  teams, 
and  supervisors  every  two  days.  Fly  rations,  POL  and  water  into  the  woric  site 
daily  and  take  only  essential  wheeled  vehicles* 


ITEM;  Chain  saw  systems  fouling  up* 


DISCUSSIOTt  Several  ohain  saws  have  been  hij^bly  inefficient,  and  soostlmes 
even  deadllned,  due  to  the  spaxk  pl\;igs  and  engine  beoosiing  fouled  up* 
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OBSERYATIONi  It  appeara  that  the  wrong  type  oil  is  being  used  in  many  chain 
saws  <•  due  to  the  lack  of  information  -  in  the  oaae  of  most  of  the  personnel 
involved  with  chain  saws*  A  non*-detexgent  oil  should  be  utilized  -  according 
to  the  lube  order  -  in  all  of  our  chain  saws,  also  operators  and  maintenance 
personnel  be  thoroug^y  indoctrinated  with  the  iiiQ)ortanoe  of  using  the  proper 
type  of  oil  in  chain  saws* 


ITEM:  Road  Maintenance 

JISCUSSIOR:  A  great  deal  of  road  improvement  can  be  accomplished  by  ripping 
up  the  existing  road  with  a  dozer  grader  and  then  reshaping  it*  The  existing 
roadways  are  hard  pack  and  readily  wear  out  scarifier  teeth*  An  ample  supply 
of  scarifier  teeth  is  suggested  if  a  project  such  as  this  is  undertaken* 

OBSERVATIOR:  A  great  deal  of  time  is  saved  by  not  hauling  unnecessary  fill* 


ITEM:  Information  Posters 

DISCUSSION:  Engineer  ludts  should  put  up  billboards  on  project  sites  to 
infoxn  local  people  of  the  work  being  done  in  their  behalf*  Vhanever  po»p 
Sibley  play  up  the  part  of  the  local  Vietnamese  effort* 

OBSERVATION:  Bv  posting  project  infoxmatlon  posters »  the  US  military  effort 
will  bedsore  closely  associated  with  the  local  natives* 


IIBl:  Local  AR7N  Advison 

DISCUSSION:  When  oonduoting  a  construction  project  within  the  range  of  Viet¬ 
namese  military  units  or  local  population  of  the  local  US  Advisor  should  be 
informed  of  the  project  arrangements  with  Vietnamese  officials  when  necessary* 
Also,  by  informing  the  US  Adviser  he  will  seem  well  informed  to  his  counter-part* 

nngBBVATji^ON:  Insure  that  the  local  ARVN  advisor  knows  about  any  woric  being 
done  in  his  area  concerning  the  local  people* 


ITEM:  MBA1  Matting 

DlSCUSSIONi  M8A1  matting  can  be  used  effectively  as  a  road  sorfacey  surfac¬ 
ing  a  motor  pooly  storage  areay  eto*y  with  a  great  deal  of' effectiveness  if 
two  precautions  axe  taken* 

1*  The  ground  on  idiioh  the  matting  is  to  ^  plaoed  has  a  good  bearing 
o^paoi^  under  all  oondltions* 
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2*  The  ground  on  which  the  matting  is  to  be  placed  is  well  graded  for 
drainage* 

OBSERVATION:  If  the  matting  is  placed  over  poor  soil  such  as  clay  or  silt 
(rice  paddy  fill)  T-17  membrane  should  be  placed  between  the  matting  and  the 
ground.  The  T-17  will  prevent  the  failure  of  the  matter  as  a  result  of  the 
ground  washing)  or  being  super  saturated* 

ITBl:  Brake  problems  in  Wet,  Sandy  Areas 

DISCUSSION:  Vehicles  that  are  utilized  extensively  in  wet,  sandy  or  mucky 
area  have  had  problems  with  muck  and  sand  seeping  into  the  brake  shoes, 
wearing  them  out  in  an  unbelievably  short  time* 

OBSERVATION:  That  a  program  be  set  up  to  check  and  replace  brake  shoes,  if 
necessary,  at  least  once  a  month  on  all  vehicles  utilized  extensively  in  wet, 
sandy,  or  mucky  area* 


ITEM:  Fires  in  Radiators  and  Belly  Pans  of  Rcmie  Plows 

DISCUSSION:  Leaves  and  branches  collect  in  the  radiators  and  belly  pans  of 
Rome  plows  during  extended  jungle  clearing  operations.  The  heat  of  the  eng^ 
Ine  ignites  the  debris,  causing  damage  to  electric  wires  and  hydraulic  hoses. 
If  leading  fhel  injectors  are  present,  the  fire  then  becomes  a  diesel  fire* 

OBSERVATION:  Insure  that  an  air  compressor  is  available  to  blow  out  debris 
from  radiators  and  engine  belly  pans.  In  addition,  a  good  water  supply  and 
fire  extlngusiher  should  be  readily  available  to  reduce  damage  in  the  belly 
pans* 


ITHl:  Supervision  of  Rome  Plows 

DISCUSSION:  The  Rome  Plow  works  best  ^dien  the  operator  wpiks  with  fresh 
jungle  on  his  left  and  previously  cleared  jungle  on  his  ric^t*  By  outtlng 
in  a  oounter^lookwise  fashion  the  operator  aooomplishes  this  but  he  oannot 
be  effectively  controlled  by  the  supervisor  while  on  the  back  side  of  the 
square*  If  the  Rome  Flows  are  oleazlng  along  a  road  they  are  safer  and  more 
easily  controlled  as  the  supervisor  can  keep  them  In  view* 

OBSERVATION I  It  was  found  that  Rome  Flows  woric  more  effectively  In  tandem 
by  cutting  up  the  left  side  of  the  road,  returning  down  the  xifgKt  side  and 
by  continuing  to  widen  the  area  the  area  in  this  roundrrobin  fashion*  Depend¬ 
ing  ^pon  the  jungle  density,  an  initial  out  of  100  to  3OO  meters  in  length 
works  best*  ,  ___  .  , 
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ITEM:  Pilot  Trails  on  Clearing  Operations 

DISCUSSION:  Rome  Plow  operators  need  a  pilot  trail  to  follow  throu^  the 
jungle  on  clearing  operations*  In  thick  juxigle  the  trees  fedl  hack  over  the 
Plow  cabf  obscuring  the  vision  and  direction  of  the  operator.  If  he  cuts 
into  new  jiusgi^ey  he  can  easily  become  lost*  When  there  is  no  road  to  orient 
on  or  to  follow,  a  new  road  must  be  cut* 

OBSERVATION:  Out  pilot  trails  with  a  Home  Plow.  It  has  been  foimd  that  the 
lensatic  compass  will  work  inside  the  Rome  Plow  cab,  reducing  the  possibility 
of  straying  off  the  planned  course* 


ITEM:  133mm  Gun  Pads 

DISCUSSIOB:  Firing  positions  were  constructed  for  133mm  towed  howitzers 
during  the  dry  season  by  pushing  up  dry  rice  paddy  fill  and  constructing 
a  wooden  firing  platform.  Trail  logs  were  -utilized  to  contain  the  howitzer 
during  firing*  With  the  arrival  of  the  rainy  seeison  the  paddy  fill  be¬ 
came  too  soft  to  support  the  trail  logs  and  the  guns  coiild  not  fire  due  to 
the  failure  of  the  soil* 

OBSERVATION:  The  solution  was  the  construction  of  a  retaining  wall  to  sup¬ 
port  the  trail  logs.  This  was  accomplished  by  placing  concrete  filled  3^ 
gallon  drums  in  an  octagon  around  the  gun  pad*  A  one  inch  cable  was  strung 
around  the  barrels  and  PSP  was  placed  on  both  sides  of  the  barrels*  (The  PSP 
was  added  due  to  overturning  action  of  the  bcorels)*  After  one  month  of  firing 
only  minor  repairs  have  been  necessary*  Square  12X12  timbers  have  been 
substituted  for  round  trail  logs  as  they  tended  to  turn  or  slide  imder  the 
trail  spades* 


ITEM:  Outboard  Motors 

DISCUSSION:  The  23  h*p*  Chrysler  outboard  motors  used  to  provide  propulsion 
for  LTR  pontoons  have  been  utilized  nearly  24  hours  a  day*  This  extensive 
use  is  resulting  in  increased  maintenance  problems*  The  gear  box  in  the 
lover  housing  of  the  foot  has  been  freezing  up  and  wearing  out  at  an  extreme¬ 
ly  rapid  rate*  Ho  amount  of  preventative  maintenance  seems  to  reduce  the 
,  trouble  encountered  in  the  gear  box,  except  for  dally  greasing  of  the  com¬ 
ponent  parts  of  the  box.  This  is  a  very  time  oonsuming  operation  and  leads 
to  excessive  down  time  for  the  motors. 

OBSERVATION t  If  a  thicker,  more  viscous  lubricant  were  available  for  speoiflo 
use  in  situations  such  as  this,  much  uzmeoessary  maintenanoe  could  be  avoid¬ 
ed*  Most  oivlllan  outboard  motors  requires  a  speoial  type  of  hypoid  grease 
for  use  in  the  lower  gear  housing  and  should  be  available  for  use*  (Equipment 
Improvement  Reoommendation  Initiated) 
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ITEM:  Soil  Stabilization 


Ending  31 


DISCUSSION:  Soil  stabilization  has  proven  to  be  a  major  problem  at  Dong  Tam 
base  can^*  The  heavy  rains  are  causing  extensive  erosion  of  roadways f  the 
temporary  airfield  and  even  company  living  areas. 

OBSERVATION:  Roadways  and  shoulders  have  been  stabilized  by  mixing  cement 
with  the  soil  and  allowing  proper  cuxittg  and  wet  up  time*  A  large  quantity 
of  cement  is  used,  but  this  and  a  ccating  of  peneprime  have  helped  reduce 
the  erosion  of  the  roads.  Ditchlines  have  been  stabilized  somewhat,  by  cover¬ 
ing  them  with  burlap  and  coating  the  burlap  with  peneprime  to  help  it  shed 
water.  Retaining  walls  are  also  used  to  a  certain  degree,  but  require 
extensive  construction  time* 


ITEM:  The  half-pontoon  Float  Bridge 

DISCUSSION;  For  one  operation  in  the  delta  the  bridge  company  of  the  ISth 
Engineer  Battalion  received  a  mission  with  certain  special  requirements. 

The  design  criteria  and  reqviirements  were: 

a*  1/2  pontoon  limitation 

b*  Air  transportable 

0*  Ready  to  use  in  3  hours 

The  bridge  and  adapters  for  it  were  constructed  in  the  motor  pool  at 
Camp  Martin  Cox*  Two  typical  loads,  an  off  set  load  and  an  H-frame  ramp 
load,  were  flown  by  a  Chinook  helicopter  and  presented  no  aerodynamic  problems* 
The  bridge  was  then  taken  by  truck  to  Tan  An  where  two  predesignated  groups 
split*  One  group  stayed  at  Tan  An  while  the  other  went  to  Blnh  Phouo,  the 
staging  area  for  this  operation*  The  group  from  Binh  Phouo  then  proceeded 
to  the  bridge  site  at  Xom  Can  to  prepare  the  site*  The  first  section  ax^ 
lived  assembled,  by  Chinook*  The  bridge  assembly  was  oom^leted  in  3i^  hours, 

VI th  partial  anchorage,  and  a  convoy  of  APC's  was  able  to  move  aoross  it. 

All  anohorages  were  in  and  the  bridge  was  ready  for  full  operation  in  less 
than  3  hours.  At  the  coopletlon  of  this  operation  the  bridge  was  easily 
disassembled  and  airlifted  back  to  Tan  An* 

OBSBRYATIOTt  The  following  lessons  were  learned: 

a*  The  air  mobilty  and  ease  of  handling  is  outstanding* 

b*  A  half-pontoon  bridge  oan  be  placed  in  a  tight  location  where  a 
full  pontoon  would  be  impractical,  such  as  close  to  another  bridge  which 
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0*  The;  light  veigjit  of  the  bridge  allows  the  bulk  to  be  assembled  on 
the  pontoon  and  then  flown  to  the  bridge  site* 


d*  The  class  of  the  bridge  with  all  floats  in  the  water  is  18,  but 
tidal  conitions  result  in  the  shore  floats  being  grounded,  occasionally, 
lowering  the  class* 


e*  The  ramp  section  cannot  be  safely  married  together  by  helicopter 
because  of  hi^  downdraft* 


f*  The  site  has  to  be  prepared  prior  to  arrival  of  the  bridge  to  fully 
utilize  rapid  plcusement  capability* 


g*  Anchorage  should  be  prepared  and  placed  prior  to  arrical  to  cut 
down  on  construction  time* 


IXBHt  Starter  system  for  Chain  Sa%re 

DISCUSSION:  The  major  fallu;re  oon^onent  of  chain  saws  appears  to  be  the 
rewind  spring  on  the  stater*  In  many  instances  the  starter  cord  has  pulled 
clear  out  of  the  chain  saw* 

OBSERVATION:  Starter  assemblies  are  not  sturdy  enou^di  to  withstand  continued 
use  and  restarts  in  the  field*  A  stronger  rewind  spring  be  used  in  the  start¬ 
er  assembly*  Operators  should  be  cautioned  about  the  danger  or  damaging 
starters  by  pulling  too  hard.  Also  an  additional  two  feet  of  cord  ml^t 
eliminate  the  possibility  of  the  operator  pulling  the  rotar  against  the  stops, 
alleviating  much  of  the  present  problem*  (EIR  initiated) 


ITEM:  Limited  Application  of  Tunnel  Destruction  Kit 

DISCUSSION:  On  two  oooasions,  the  Tunnel  Destruction  Kit  was  used  in  an 
atteinpt  to  destroy  VC  tunnsl  complexes*  Because  both  had  more  than  eic^t 
(8)  feet  of  overburden,  the  kit  failed  to  destroy  them;  however,  it  was  most 
effective  in  the  dissemination  of  CS  ^oh  was  placed  in  twen'^  pound  bi^ 
thron^out  the  complex  and  which  exploded  8lmultBid.ou8ly  with  the  acetylene* 

OBSERVATION:  In  that  the  majority  of  tunnel  complexes  encountered  have  more 
than  eight  feet  of  overburden,  the  Tunnel  Destruction  Kit  is  of  limited  use* 
Its  capabilities  must  be  know  by  those  :dio  employ  and  operate  it* 


ITBI:  fragility  of  the  Mine  Detectors 
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BISCUSSIOE:  Mine  detectors  are  receiving  heavy  use  under  adverse  conditions* 
This  is  resulting  In  a  hleh  deadline  rate  due  to  the  sensitive  nature  of 
these  instruments*  Baraken  handles  and  cracked  heads  are  the  major  deadline 
items  of  the  detectors* 

OBSERVATION:  The  extension  handle  and  the  detector  head  are  not  durable 
enou^  to  withstand  the  typical  shcok  flexure  which  they  receive*  In  many 
cases  operators  are  not  fully  aware  of  the  fjragility  of  the  mine  detector* 
That  a  more  durable  handle  and  detector  head  be  designed  for  the  mine  detect¬ 
or*  Secondly*  thdt  cneirators  be  more  fully  trained  at  unit  level  in  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  mine  detectors.  (^R  has  been  submitted) 


ITEM:  Road  Clearing 

DISCUSSION:  For  road  clearing  operations*  where  command  detonated  mines  are 
often  used*  a  track  vehicle  on  either  side  of  the  road  pulling  a  rake  ^plov 
like)  would  pul?  out  wires  to  command  detonated  mines*  If  this  methc.  is 
used*  the  tracks  should  be  ahead  of  the  road}  clearing  party  by  at  least  75 
meters*  Road  clearing  precautions  that  should  be  employed  at  all  times  are: 

1*  Do  not  set  up  a  pattern  in  time*  A  unit  was  asbushed  by  a  *50  cal 
300  meters  outside  the  base  camp* 

2*  Mban  clearing  a  road*  clear  all  of  it*  the  shoulders  of  the  road 
included* 

3*  Do  not  take  for  granted  that  a  road  is  cleared  udien  It  passes 
through  a  friendly  village  or  an  ARVH  or  RF-FP  outpost*  On  several  oooassions 
mines  have  been  found  within  50  meters  of  a  friendly  outpost* 

OBSERVATIOB:  Vhen  proper  techniques  in  road  clearing  operations  are  used* 
there  will  be  a  minimum  of  personal  iz^juxy  and  property  damage* 


ITBI:  Competion  of  Aerial  Photography  mssions 

DISCD88I0W:  Completion  of  aerial  photography  on  a  tiadybasia  is  of  utmost 
impoftanoe*  The  most  signifioant  pxoblma  area  is  the  inability  to  taka  aerial 
photbgraphy  during  the  rainy  season  beoaase  of  overoaat* 

OBSlRVyiOlt  Completion  of  aeial  photo  misslona  have  been  raduoed  by  approKiaat- 
ely  75JI  sinoe  the  onset  of  the  rainy  season*  thus  antioipated  requirements  must 
be  ooa^eted  before  the  monsoon  season  begiu* 
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SUBJECT}  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Qaarterlj  Period  Endix::g  31 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

ITEM}  Hiotogra^diie  Processing 

BlSCUSSIOHi  The  TO&S  structure  of  the  9th  Signal  Battalion  Photogra]^c 
Section  provides  sn  AH/TPQ-7  mobile  laboratory  to  process  the  photographs 
taken  in  support  of  the  BlTislon*  The  capability  of  the  iH/TFQr7  is  79  saoh 
contact  prints  per  day*  However*  the  amount  demanded  of  the  section  exceeds 
40c  prints  per  day*  The  9th  Signal  Battalion  was  suthorissed  a  quonset  hut 
to  provide  the  additional  laboratory  space  needed  to  procesa  the  increased 
demand*  Since  the  quonset  hut  was  not  feadljy  available*  immediate  action 
was  required  to  tei^orarlly  alleviate  the  situation* 

OBSBRYATIOHt  The  Fhbtograidiio  Section  obtained  a  30-foot  semi  tiller  from 
the  Long  Bihh  salvage  yard  and  modified  it  with  electrlelty  and  plumbing 
to  accomodate  the  task  of  photographic  printing*  By  moving  the  photoi^phio 
printing  operation  from  the  AH/TFQ-7  into  the  semi-trailer  more  space  and 
facilities  became  available  for  bo‘&  the  necessary  operations  -  photographic 
printing  and  negative  processing*  The  result  was  a  three  fold  increase  in 
prevloua  ilifeoratory  oapabilitles*  This  field  e:Q>edient  measure  enabled  the 
9th  Signal  Battalion  Fhotograidiio  Section  to  aooo^liah  its  mission  in  a 
more  satisfactory  manner  until  the  quonset  hut  .laboratory  facilities  oould 
be  completed* 


ITgMt  Freqnenoy  Interference  on  YEP  Systems 

MSCUSSIOHt  frequency  interference  has  beecme  a  constantly  recurring  problem 
of  YBf  systems*  Belloopter  YEP  equipment  m  veil  as  harmonics  of  push  to 
talk  frequenoies  have  oapused  unnecessary  harassment  to  oommunioations  systems* 
In  a  ooBbat  sons  such  as  exists  in  EVHt  is  isqpossible  to  isolate  systams 
in  suoh  a  way  so  that  this  problem  is  avoided*  The  density  of  ooamunioationB 
equilBsnt  within  a  limited  area  neoessarlly  causes  a  high  degree  of  inter- 
ferenoe* 

i 

OBSiRYATIOWt  The  9th  Signal  Battalion  is  presently  testing  the  hi^r  fte- 
quenoies-  employed  in  Delta  Band  of  VHP  equipment*  It  is  hoped  that  the 
anount  of  interferenoe  will  deoreaae  signifioantly  in  this  new  range  of 
megaoyolea*  Pukther  training  of  personnel  in  diaptosing  interferenoe  prol^ 
leas*  This  recosaedation  has  been  made  to  a  OdARC  team  who  recently 
visited  the  ttvision  probing  areas  tdiere  inoreasad  training  is  needed* 

With  more  training  in  this  area  opnators  will  be  able  to  initiate  pcoivt 
aotion  idben  dilfieultieB  arise  and  better  ooasnaioations  will  be  the  result* 


mb  Switchboard  PaoilitieB  Vithin  Uviaion  TOO 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Aiding  31 
July  1967.  (HCS/CSPOR-65) 

MSCUSSIOWt  The  total  amount  of  sole  user  eircuits  terminating  %rLthin  a 
Division  Taotical  Operations  Center  makes  it  almost  iiqpossible  to  have  a 
telei^onio  device  at  the  end  of  each  wire*  If  this  were  done  a  total  of 
20  or  more  phones  mi^t  he  neoessaxy  withiu  BIOO  and  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  discover  iMoh  phone  were  ringing  at  any  one  time* 

OBSBBYATIOHi  Vithln  the  Blvlslon  TOC  a  swithxiard  has  been  installed 
idiloh  terminates  all  sole  user  lines  destined  for  the  DTOC*  These  ol]> 
cults  oorrespcDd  tr  trunk  lines  on  a  normal  switchboard*  Bach  staff  section 
within  the  DTOC  then  has  a  subsoriber  phone  off  the  switchboard.  There¬ 
fore  a  party  oalllng  DTOC  oan  ask  for  a  number  of  Seotion  instead  of  being 
limited'  by  one  speoifioally  located  seotion.  It  also  gives  flexibility  to 
subordinate  T0C*a  by  allowing  one  TOC  to  talk  to  another  using  IXEOC  switoh^ 
board  for  the  oonneotlon*  In  addition  to  terminating  sole  user  oireults  the 
DTOC  switchboard  also  has  trunk  lines  to  Bbliable  Main  ^Oh  gives  aooess 
for  DTOC  personnel  into  taotloal  oommcm  user  oiroults  or  into  the  admin¬ 
istrative  switohlng  system*  This  arrangement  also  deoreases  the  number  of 
teleihones  neoessary  within  the  DTOC  area* 


ITBI:  Radio  Hire  Integration 

DISCPSSIOBi  Unneoesaary  administrative  delays  in  gaining  staff  approval  have 
been  xeaobnd  throu^  the  implenentatlaa  of  a  radio  wire  integration  system* 
Through  the  use  of  'this  systemt  the  oonmander  while  airborne  oan  initiate  a 
staff  motion  or  aooompliah  other  administrative  and  taotioal  natters  without 
retuminf  to  his  headquarters  or  risking  misinterpretation  throng  relay  stations 
by  oontsd-Ung  radio  wire  integration  action  on  the  ground*  The  radio  wire 
integration  statim  takes  tbs  inooming  radio  oall  and  oonpletes  the  oall  throuflb 
a  'switohboard  to  a  telephone  subsoriber  after  osutioning  the  party  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  that  he  must  use  radio  prooedure  tm  the  inooming  oall*  The  reverse  pro- 
oedure  oin  be  initiated  by  a  telephone  mbaoriber* 

OBBBtTAllOit  To  insure  suooeas  of  ^  radio  wire  integration  systsm  the  use 
of  the  system  must  be  widely  dissiminated  and  understood  by  all* 


mt  T  195  fraumdtter 


The  T  195  txananitter  in  'the  il/BBO-46  has  bsenra  oonstant  seuroe 
I  of  downtlM  of  the  HT  equipment  due  to  ita  failure.  Oontiaeoa  usage  of  tiis 
tranmd.tter  in  ^  dustt  humidity  end  beat  of  tte  enolosed  sbelter  has  oaused 

I  it  to  be  unreliable  on  prolonged  operatlMui* 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

OBSERVATION;  During  periods  of  listening  silence,  the  transmitter  and  tele¬ 
type  machines  should  be  turned  off  and  watch  maintained  with  only  the  receiver 
pn*  This  cuts  down  on  the  actual  "on"  time  of  the  transmitters  and  teletype 
machines  and  provides  less  wear  on  critical  parts. 


ITBl:  Installation  of  VHP  Communications 

DISCUSSION;  During  the  critical  time  of  displacement  of  a  CP  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  VHP  circuit,  it  is  imperative  that  VHP  team  chiefs  at  the  distsmt  ends 
be  able  to  communicate  via  PM  while  attempting  to  establish  the  system.  This 
is  twice  as  important  if  any  difficulty  is  encountered  in  making  VHP  contact. 

OBSERVATION;  VHP  personnel  at  the  controlling  headquarters  shotild  be  given 
access  to  an  PM  radio  (VRC-46)  and  frequency  to  be  used  until  the  VHP  system 
has  been  established.  The  team  at  the  field  location  can  be  supplied  a  radio 
by  the  supported  element.  This  M  should  be  used  between  the  two  stations 
until  the  VHP  system  has  been  properly  edigned  and  good  voice  contact  established. 


ITEM;  Uses  of  Red  Haze  and  Side  Looking  Airborne  Radar  (SLAR) 

DISCUSSION;  Red  Haze  and  SLAR  readouts  are,  in  most  cases,  received  too  late 
to  allow  Immediate  reaction.  Also  readouts  form  these  Boarm  of  intelligence 
arS  not  comprehensive  and  conclusive  enough  to  warrant  commitment  of  resources 
unless  their  findings  are  verified  by  more  positive  intelligence  information. 

OBSERVATION;  Red  Haze  and  SLAR  are  best  to  establish  patterns  over  an  extended 
period  of  time.  Therefore,  all  readouts  shoiild  be  plotted  over  a  period  of  time, 
as  on  a  monthly  basis,  and  filed  for  future  reference.  Patterns,  when  establii^- 
ed,  and  when  integrated  with  other  intelligence  provides  a  more  comprehensive 
intelligence  picture.' 


ITEM;  Evaluation  of  "People  Sniffer"  (Manpaok  Personnel  Detector)  Operations 


DISCUSSION;  The  "People  Sniffer"  has  been  found  to  be  hi^ly  accurate  in  deters 
mining  the  presence  of  people.  It  has  been  most  effective  when  employed  in  a 
helicopter  at  tree-top  level,  moving  oross-wind,  on  a  day  with  low  htoddlty. 

For  accuracy  In  selectlitg  the  location  of  the  reading,  winds  should  not  be  too 
brisk  and  an  ovexhead  alroraft  must  at  all  times  associate  the  flight  of  the 
"People  Sniffer"  with  the  terrain  over  vdiich  it  passes.  As  readings  are 
read  from  the  "People  Sniffer"  device,  the  information  Is  radioed  to  an 
overhead  alroraft  whioh  plots  the  locations  and  can  direct  the  flight  of  the 
"People  Sniffer"  mission. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  51 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOH-65) 

OBSERYATIOK:  Since  the  mere  presence  of  people  does  not  neoeMarlly  represent 
the  enenQTi  the  device  should  logically  be  employed  In  areas  where  Innocent  per¬ 
sons  are  not  normally  Iccated;  this  precludes  the  "People  Sniffer's"  effective¬ 
ness  In  populated  area  of  the  delta  region*  Also  during  rainy  weather^  the 
"People  Sniffer"  can  be  employed  more  effectively  some  two  hours  after  rain  has 
fallen* 


ITMt  Communications  for  Airmobile  Assaults 

DISCUSSION;  Aviators  flying  on  combat  assaults  monitor  three  different  radio 
frequencies^  FM«  UHF  and  VHP*  The  fli^t  leader  monlters  the  supported  ground^ 
units  FM  frequency,  the  alAnobile  company  Up*  command  frequency,  and  supporting 
armed  helicopters  on  VHP*  The  -fiieory  behind  the  flij^it  leader  monitoring  the 
supported  ground  units  frequency  was  to  Increase  the  reaction  time  should 
any  changes  occur*  Experienoe  has  shown  that  all  large  scale  airmobile  assaults, 
(company  size  or  larger)  are  controlled  by  the  ground  commander  from  a  command 
and  control  helicopter*  Instructions  from  the  command  and  control  helicopter 
are  transmitted  to  the  fll^t  leader  over  UHF  radio*  The  volume  of  traffic  over 
the  ground  units  FM  net  has  caused  confusion  and  distraction  of  the  flight  leader 
and  necessitated  several  transmissions  of  UHF  to  insure  that  Instructions  were 
properly  received  by  the  flight  leader* 

OBSERVATION;  That  on  a  large  scale  airmobile  operations,  all  troop  carrying 
helicopters  use  the  airmobile  compare  FM  frequency  for  ocmanand  and  control, 
and  a  common  chatter  frequency '*  That  the  flight  leader  be  controlled  by  the 
oosuand  and  control  helicopter  over  UHF  radio  frequencies,  and  armed  helicopters 
leader  is  also  mission  oommander  the  requirements  to  monitor  the  supported 
ground  unit  commander's  !M  frequency  is  valid* 


ITEM;  Weather  Effects  on  Aircraft  Mission  Accomplishments 

DISCUSSION;  The  monsoon  season  and  the  amount  of  rain  increase  dally*  This 
increased  rain  will  hinder  missions  doe  to  additional  humidity,  lower  ceilings, 
oooasional  IFS  flints  and  flooded  LZ's  and  FZ's*  Periods  of  ground  fog  with 
greatly  reduced  visibility  will  hinder  most  early  morning  operations,  periods 
during  the  day  of  low  ceilings  will  oanss  aircraft  to  be  flown  in  the  danger 
sons,  i*e*,  100  feet  to  15OO  feet,  and  ^  sudden  rain  showers  causing  IFR 
conditions,  bringg.  out-the  importanos  of  instrument  tndning* 

0B81RyATI(an  a*  A  review  of  aviator's  files  reveals  tliat  50j(  of  the  instrument 
tickets  have  expired*  USAH?  Regulations  do  not  require  renewal  of  these  tickets 
in-country* 


b*  Aviators  maintain  proficiency  in  instrument  flight  via  use  of  good 
time  while  on  administrative  type  missions* 
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SUBJECT!  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Qoairterly  Period  Ending  31 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

o«  Aviators  should  be  made  aware  of  holding  in  some  p^wer  while  sitting 
in  flooded  LZ's  and  PZ's  to  prevent  sinking  into  the  mud* 

d*  nSARV  has  no  Vwnwn  lB^rrlltl^pB  fivt.  flights*  A  battalion  policy  should 
be  initiated  in  this  field 'to  prevent  flying  in  the  danger  zone ,  except  in  tast- 
ioal  emergencies*  A  Go^Nch^  rule  should  be  established,  i.e*,  1000  and  3*  Ro 
mission  other  than  tactical  eregencles  require  undue  e:q>osture  of  aircraft  and 
crew  to  enemy  ground  fires* 

e*  Isolated  rain  showers  may  at  times  build  into  large  type  rain  showers 
precluding  return  to  nome  station*  An  Approach  Control  System  should  be  trained 
and  utilized  at  Bearcat  or  alternate  locations  for  landiqg  should  be  selected 
and  used* 

f*  The  Aviation  Battalion  has  at  the  present  time  one  Instrument  IP  cuid 
one  Instrument  Examiner*  These  personnel  will  be  utilized  in  an  Instrument 
Training  Program  to  maintain  aviator  Instrument  proficiency* 


ITEM:  Integrated  CH-47t  1IH-11)  Helicopter  Tactical  Troop  Lift 

PISCUSSIQHi  Whenever  CH>-47's  are  used  in  conjuction  with  UH-IB's  on  airmobile 
operations,  the  landing. zones  must  be  secure*  Therefore,  Chinooks  can  only  be 
employed  on  subsequent  lifts  once  tiie  initial  assault  has  been  conducted  by  UH- 
IB's*  In  order  to  fully  integrate  CH-47  uid  UH-IB  tactical  troop  lifts,  prior 
ooordlnatlon  is  required* 

OBSERVATIOHi  a*  For  an  integrated  taotoial  troop  lift,  CH-47 's  nost  either 
be  attaohed  to  the  airmobile  oonpany,  or  as  a  minimum,  liaison  personnel  from 
the  CH-47  must  attend  the  briefing  by  the  airmobile  company* 


jnHi  frequenoy  Designators  in  Aircraft 

DISCUSSIOHi  During  the  past  quarter  it  became  Increasingly  necessary  for  sup¬ 
porting  resupply  or  airlift  helicopters  to  change  frequencies  to  go  in  support 
of  another  brigade  element  on  a  change  of  mission*  This  generates  the  require¬ 
ment  for  the  pilot  to  oontaot  that  unit  on  its  frequenoy*  ()aite  often  the  pilot 
loes  not  have  an  SOI  or  cannot  find  the  unit  in  his  SOI  causes  the  RCS  to 
{tve  him  the  fbrequenoy  in  the  clear  or  by  a  plus  or  minus  flrom  the  frequenoy  in 
Mf  either  of  idiloh  are  aeourity  violations* 

Bie  pilot  of  eaoh  airoraft  should  as  a  minimum,  oarxy  the  ou3>- 
tnt  frequenoy  designator  code*  When  it  is  neoessazy  that  he  be  directed  to 
ange  frequenoy,  thf  "adio  call  word  can  be  given  in  the  olaar  with  the  assooi- 
td  frequency  dvigBitar, eliminating  the  need  to  transmit  it  by  other  methods* 
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SOBJSCTt  Operational  Report-Lassons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Kndlng  31 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

ITBMt  Alxttoblle  Liaison 

LISCUSSIOHt  Vhen  conducting  oultlple  battalion  alxmoblle  assaults  the  lift 
oomnander  should  provide  a  llalbon  officer  to  the  ground  eoamander  to  keep 
the  oomnander  Informed  of  thd  status  of  the  aircraft  unit  and  to  laqpleaent 
any  changes  In  the  aircraft  schedule  caused  by  the  tactical  situation  or  weather. 

OBSERVATION;  An  alxmoblle  liaison  officer  has  proved  Invaluable  In  multi- 
battalion  alxmoblle  assaults  In  keeping  the  Ground  Forces  Informed  tf  the  status 
of  aircraft  and  to  Implement  changes  due  to  tactical  situation  or  weather. 
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SUBJECTS  Operational  Repoirt-Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPaR-65) 

b«  Commander's  Reoommendations 

(1)  General*  The  9th  Infantry  Division  maintained  a  hl£^  state 
of  oombat  readiness  during  the  reporting  period  and  was  not  significantly 
hampered  by  either  administrative  shozlages  or  lack  of  non-divlsional  assets 
provided  by  II  Field  Force *  Vietnam*  l^e  following  recommendation  are  based 
on  six  months  oombat  in  support  of  internal  defense  and  development  assistance 
and  two  months  of  extensive  mobile  riverine  operations* 

(2)  The  success  of  strike  operations  is  dependent  upon  a  well  in¬ 
tegrated  intelligence  collection  system*  V/hereas  the  individual  soldier  pro¬ 
vided  two-thirds  of  intelligence  in  previous  wars,  the  Area  Coordination  Center, 
Rational  Police,  Hoi  Chanh,  agent  reports,  etc,  in  Vietnam  constitute  the  primaiy 
sources  of  intelligence,  and  produce  raw  intelligenpe  at  a  ^enomenal  rate.  Tac- 
tioal  unit  oommanders  are  faced  with  the  problem  o'^’ci^ISly’  piece  of  raw  intell¬ 
igence  for  fear  of  not  reacting  to  the  one  piece  of  valid  information  which 

will  lead  to  a  solid  contact* 

RECOMMERIATIQR t  Action  must  be  taken  at  all  levels  to  weed  out  duplications  of 
the  same  low  level  intelligenoe  report  which,  when  circulated  throu^  separate 
channels,  tends  to  confirm  the  presence  of  a  non-existant  enemy  force* 

(3)  Certain  demands  placed  upon  the  Division  to  conduct  training 
are  considered  inherent  and  valid  irequirements*  For  example,  pipeline  person¬ 
nel  and  certain  other  training  lends  itself  to  t^e  operational  environment  e.g*, 
mines  and  booby  traps,  mortor  testing,  sniper  training,  etc*  The  requirement 
to  train  junior  non-oommissioned  officers  vho  have  by  neoesslty  received  aoeel- 
erated  promotions  to  compensate  for  divlsiot^  wide  shortages,  is  not  oonsidexed 
valitl*  To  maintain  performance  standards  in  their  assignment  and  after  reassign¬ 
ment  from  Vietnam,  these  junior  non-oomnlssloned  officers  need  to  receive  advanced 
training* 

HBCQUaWDATICBIt  That  oonsideration  be  given  to  establishing  a  non-oommissioned 
offloers  sdhool  at  Amy  or  Force  level* 

(4)  The  effeotlveness  of  strike  operations  is  dependent  upon  ao- 
ooxate  intelligenoe*  Ey  prpgramming  available  oombat  power  ooamensurate 
with  developing  intelligenoe  in  a  proposed  area  of  operations,  oveiwll  sunoess 
of  strike  operations  is  assured*  Prooedores  for  planning  strike  operations  as 
outlined  by  the  Division  (App  14»  LOI,  Planning  Proosdures),  have  faoilitatsd 
the  Judioloos  employment  of  oombat  power  on  a  continuing  basis*  Throng  the 
asdlum  of  long  range  planning,  all  assets  are  imssdlately  responsive  to 
ouxrent,  as  well  as  unexpsoted  taotloal  xetuirmMnts* 

HI0<)IWBI])AT101i  The  sooosss  of  strike  (^rations  oan  best  be  assured  tinraui^ 
systematie  dsvslopMnt  of  intslligenos  while  sianltsnsous^  programming  oombat 
pofwsr  well  in  advanos* 
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SDBJECT:  Operational  Report-Leasons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
July  1967.  (RCS/CSPOR-65) 

(3)  Deployment  of  the  Division  throu^out  a  large  Tactical  Area 
of  Interest  has  necessitated  organization  of  two  provisional  commands  to  con¬ 
duct  base  development  and  security  operations. 

RECOMMBHMTION i  When  security  and  base  development  become  overly  complex  and 
present  a  burden  to  a  tactical,  unit  commander*  2  jarovlaionai  headauartera  should 
be  established  and  provided  necessary  resources  to  i>erfoxm  security  and  base 
development  missions. 

(6)  As  base  camps  develop  and  material  and  ammimlticn  storage 
areas  begin  to  expand*  vulnerablllltes  to  enemy  attack  have  a  tendency  to  be 
overlooked. 

BECOBMEHDATIOR :  Tulnerablllties  of  equipment*  installatloris*  fuel  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  storage  area  must  be  continually  evaluated  to  insure  that  excess  stock- 
ages  are  not  allowed  to  acctusulate  and  that  all  passive  defense  measures  are 
fully  implemented. 

(7)  Opportunities  to  mam  a  multi-battalion  size  force  in  one  of 
the  many  toown  enem;^  base  areas  occurs  rather  infrequently.  Upon  termination 
of  an  operation  ItjLs  noraally  not  feasible  -to  .leave  a^suffioiemt  fore*. 

in  the  base  area  after  the  main  force  has  withdrawn  to  preiolude  the  enemy's 
reentry. 

REOCBME8DATIOH i  During  the  course  of  an  operationt  note  areas  where  the  enemy 
is  most  likely  to  attempt  to  resume  operations.  Rased  on  careful  analysis*  plan 
and  implement  a  long  range  post  operation  program  of  defollcation*  H  &  I  fires* 
ohemloal  drape*  and  planned  alrstzikes  in  selected  areas. 


CONFl^^^i^KZ-riiK 


A7iroC-EB-H  (7  Kov  67)  1st  Ind  18  MOV  <17 

SIBJilGT:  Operational  Eeport-Lessons  Learned  for'  Quarterly  Period  iJnddng 
51  July  1967.  (HCS/CSPOR-65)  (UIC-'.m?U  TO) 

DA  H''i  II  PP0RC3V,  APO  San  Francisco  96266 

THRU:  Comraanding  Generali  TJSARVi  ATTlIi  A'VHGC-DHi  APO  96570 

CoiJmsnder-In-Chiefi  US  Airriy  Pacific  ATTH:  GPOP-OTi  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developcienti  Dept  of  the  Aznyi 

Washington}  D.G.  203IO 

1,  Subject  report  is  fort/arded. 

2.  This  comnand  has  reviewed  the  attached  report  and  concurs 
with  the  comi’ienta  and  recomendations  v;ith  the  following  exceptions 

Section  II,  p(29),  'b(3)s  Becommend  that  consideration  be 
given  to  establishing  a  noncormissioned  officers  school  at  Army  level 
only. 


FOR  THl  COllWDiilR: 


1  Inol 
as 


R.  E.  WAUBSGANSS 


CPT,  AGC 


Asst  AG 


f/ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVHXMST  (7  Nov  67)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lesaona  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS/CSFOR-65)  (OIC-VTOFU  TO) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  AFO  San  Franclaco  96375  5  q£Q  ^957 

TO:  Comnander  In  Chief,  United  Statea  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  6P0P-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  Thla  headquartera  haa  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lea- 
aona  Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1967  from  Headquar¬ 
tera,  9th  Infantry  Dlvlalon  (DFUA)  aa  Indoraed. 

2.  (C)  Pertinent  commenta  follow: 

a.  Reference  Item  concerning  Integrated  Intelligence  collec¬ 
tion  ayatem,  aectlon  II,  page  (29),  paragraph  b(2):  Concur.  This  pro¬ 
blem  exlata  In  all  US  tactical  unite.  Much  Information  la  available  con¬ 
cerning  the  enemy.  The  current  atrength  of  Intelligence  ataffa  and 
aupportlng  MI  unite  la  Inadequate  to  eatabllah  the  collection  management 
and  analyala  ayatem  to  poaltlvely  Identify  the  original  eource  of  all  In¬ 
formation  and  determine  whether  reporta  are  confirming  or  a  duplication 
from  the  aame  aource  through  different  channela.  USARV  la  currently  pre¬ 
paring  a  program  to  augment  MI  aupportlng  units  which  Includes  Increased 
collection  management  and  analysis  capabilities. 

b.  Reference  Item  concerning  noncommissioned  officers  school 
at  Amy  or  Field  Force  level,  section  II,  page  (29),  paragraph  b(3)  an^ 

1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  2:  Nonconcur.  Establishment  of  such  schools 
at  the  Amy  or  Field  Force  level  could  not  adequately  fulfill  the  require¬ 
ment.  Uiqprogrammed  construction  of  physical  facilities  and  increased 
personnel  overhead  at  those  levels  la  unacceptable.  In  addition,  such 
training  conducted  solely  at  the  Amy  or  Field  Force  level  would  require 
too  large  a  school  base  to  support  the  troop  strength  In  Vietnam. 

c.  Reference  Item  concerning  provisional  headquarters  for  base 
development  and  security,  section  II,  page  (30),  paragraph  lb (5).  Under 
certain  conditions,  this  may  be  the  best  solution,  however  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  two  provisional  commands  will  not  always  be  desirable  or  required. 

Under  the  provisions^of  USARV  Regulation  10-4,  dated  16  Noveiaber  1966, 
subject:  Area  Ooordingtion,  and  11  PF(HICBV  letter,  dated  2  January  1967, 
subject:  Area  Coordination,  the  9th  Infantry  Division  Cosnandcr,  as  sub 
sons  coordinator  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division  lAm,  is  required  to  ap¬ 
point  installation  coordinators  for  each  installation  within  his  VtOH, 
Responsibilities  of  installation  coordinators  include: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBGC-DST  (7  Nov  (7) 

Sl]BJECT:  Operational  Report-Leaaona  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS/CSFOR-65)  (UIC-WDFU  TO) 

(1)  Pl^slcal  aecurlQr. 

(2)  Defense. 

(3)  Installation  security. 

(4)  Housekeeping  functions. 

Resources  of  the  installation  coordinator's  staff  should  adequately  ac- 
cooq^lish  assigned  tasks. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  vulnerability  to  eneny  attacks  in 
base  camps  and  storage  areas,  section  II,  page  (30),  paragraph  lb (6): 
Concur  ^th  recomsendatlons.  Stibject  should  be  considered  by  unit  com¬ 
manders  in  Improving  base  defense  measures. 

3.  (U)  A  copy  of  this  Indorsement  will  be  furnished  to  the  report¬ 

ing  unit  through  channels. 

FOR  THE  GQHHANDER: 


1  Incl 
nc 


C.  S.  Nakatsukasa 
Cpt,  AGC 
kssltka 


cci  RE),  9th  Inf  Dlv 
H),  II  FFORGBV 


fi 


COIFIKNTIAL 


GP0P-DT(7  Nov  67)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 
from  HQ,  9th  Inf  Oiv  (UIC:  WDFUAA)  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Franciaco  96558  ^  JAN  1968 

TO:  Asaiatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed.. 

2.  Substantive  comments  regarding  Intelligence  collection  aspects 
of  this  rpport  are  being  prepared  for  forwarding  to  Headquarters,  USARV 
and  Headquartera ,  9th  Infantry  Division.  A  copy  of  that  correspondence, 
keyed  to  this  indorsement,  will  be  provided  to  DA  at  a  later  date. 

FOR  THE 


1  Incl 
nc 


COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


Asat  AO 
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,\  QAPTOEED  VC.  PLAN  TO  ATTACK  THE  BMDOE  LOCATED  AT  DEN  LUC, 

O^SgAL 

The  following  is  a  plan  prepared  by  the  Viet  Cong  to  attack 
the  bridge  located  at  Beh-  Lua«  The  pldzi  was  oaptured  by  the  2d 
Battalion,  6oth  Infantry  at  Binh  Trinh  Dong  Village  (XS  652656) 
on  50  Haroh  1967^  The  plan  is  inoliided  in  this  repo:rt  to  show  the 
anount  of  detail  whiol'  is  nomally  Indio  stive  of  the  detail  enploy» 
ed  by  the  Viet  Cong  prior  to  initiating  any  operation  uf  this  na¬ 
ture* 


COMDAT  PLAN  RAIDING 

1.  ENBMT  SITUATION  - 

The  eneny  forces  canped  at  Ben  Luo  area  is  1  Bn,  consisting  of 
395  Den,  ootmanded  by  Captain  Gian  &  4  US  Officers*  They  ore 
the  3rd  Bn,  50th  Begt,  25th  Div,  their  Hqs  is  located  at  the 
end  of  the  bridge  in  the  direction  of  Bi^-IQiut* 

Weapons t  1  6 Ion  nortar 

1  57dd  reooiless  rifle 
4  60Dn  nortars 
4  50  oal  naohine  guns 
26  subnaohine  guns 

Individual  weapons t  rifles 

There  are  4  oonbat  boats  arced  with  16  naohine  guns 

There  ere  local  forces  and  pcpular  forces  deployed 
in  this  sone  especially  to  protect  the  bridge,  4 
cutposts,  and  a  tank  ot  each  end  of  the  bridge* 

There'.ctfe  6  soldiers  deployed  to  protect  each  support  of  the 
bridge*  They  are  aroed*  They  will  shoot  at  any  suapioious 
object  floating  close  to  the  bridge*  There  are  also  2  soldiers 
patrolling  each  span  of  the  bridge*  On  both  ends  of  the  bridge 
and  under  the  bridge  there  are  4  outpost  about  250  asters  away 
located  near  the  bank  of  the  rirar*  There  are  2  squods  in  eooh 
outpost*  There'  are  soldier's  barracks  on  both  sides  of  the 
bridge*  Therefore  3  oen  guarding  each  end  of  the  bridge*  The 
generator  is  located  about  30  neteys  fron  the  bridge  on  the  Binh 
Shut  side  of  the  river*  Gonbat  boats  patrol  the  river  every  1 
or  8  holurt  fron  the  bridge  out  to  700  neters*  They  use  search¬ 
lights  on  the  river  ond  on  both  On  ea^  span  of  the 

bri^  there  are  4  searohlii^ts*  Both  sides  of  tto  river  ore 
also  lic^ted  for  250  neters  by  leap  posts*  She  bridge  is  eery 


Iirlechtly  ll£^ted«  Irlhen  they  Me  eonethlng  eusploloue.  they  also 
eleotritly  the  water  around- the  bridge*  T^is  2a  has  deployed  1 
oonpany  on  each  end  of  the  bridge y  the  re0t  of  the  Bn  is  oanped 
all  around  the  bridge  area*.  The  Bh  also  patrols  Binh  Shut  &  Binh 
Duo  Strategio  Banlets*  These  foroes  sonetiaes  attack  our  peri- 
neter*  The  4  oocbat  boats  are  docked  nei(t  to  the  bridge  suppoarbs* 
There  is  1  guard  in  each  boat  when  they  are  docked*  There  is  1 
conpany  stationed  in  Binh  Bhu't  Strategic  Hanlet  now* 

II  OUR  SITUATION  ^ 

Both  Biiih  Buo  and  Binh  Shut  are  Strategic  Haolets*  These  are 
eneny  controlled  areas*  The  eneoy  has  fim  oontTOl  of  these 
areas*  The  houdes  are  crowded  very  close  togetheri  2/3' a  of 
the  people  are  neutral  and  1/3  are  fanilies  of  VC  and  are  working 
for  us  in  propaganda  isissions*  Ve  have  a  few  secret  cells  in  these 
hanlets  but  they  ore  weak* 

III  TERRAIN  AND  TOFOORAFHT  - 

The  Van  Co  Bong  river  begins  in  Tay  Ninb  and  flows  into  Van  long 
river  which  flows  into  the  sea*  l^e  river  is  about  33B  neters  wide 
at  the  Bridget  the  current  is  very  fast*  This  river  has  a  bridge 
at  Ben  Luo  on  hi^way  4*  Ben  Luc  Bridge  is  about  31B  neters  long* 
Mazinon  load  for  the  bridge  is  3^  tons*  The  bridge  is  strategic 
for  the  eneoy  since  highway  4  liidcs  Saigon  and  the  Mekong  Belta* 

This  hi£divay  is  usually  patroUed  and  well  guarded*  There  are  ABVN 
outposts  along  the  highway  and  Anerioans  are  oanped  fron  Ben  Luo 
Market  to  Oo  Ben  along  the  highway*  On  the  Long  An  side  of  the 
bridge  their  is  a  road  which  runs  throucd^  Binh  Buo  village  and  leads 
to  Ben  Bst  then  runs  past  the  outpost  at  Ba  Bong  streaa*  Notdral 
obstaoles  ->  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  Binh  Shut  village  there 
are  nany  oooonut  trees  that  oan  be  used  for  oover  and  oonoealxMut* 

So  novenent  is  very  easy* 

The  Binh  Nhut  side  of  the  river  fron  Binh  Buo  to  Cho  Tao  nor- 
ket  is  a  liberated  area*  On  both  sides  of  the  river  their  are  nony 
buahesy  but  aonetines  there  are  sanpans  filled  with  people  fishing 
along  the  riverbonk  fron  Binh  Chanh  to  the  Ben  Luo  Bridge  a  distonoe 
of  about  130  neters*  The  natural  obstaoles  will  aid  ua  when  we  ap¬ 
proach  the  objeotive*  On  the  river  their  are  no  sanpans  •  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  the  eneny  has  a  double  barbed  wire  fenee  which  surrounds 
this  area*  This  is  a  heavily  populated  area,  the  houses  ore  very 
close  together*  There  are;  ruins  of  e  large  shrine  on  the  river  bahk 
600  neters  fron  the  brides*  Bonetines  during  the  nl^t  the;^enesy 
sends  Reoon  patrols  whloh  oone  to  the  Shrine*  There  is  0  river  in 
this  area  that  passes  throu^  Binh  Ohahh  ond  BUh  Ihut  outpost  a  dls* 
tsBoe  of  2  klloneters*  This  river  has  4  snail  branches  that  run 
along  side  the  Von  Oo  Bong  river,  Each  Bihh  strean  and  Each  Tua  strean 
The  distance  fron  Thu  Boon  canal  to  the  Binh  Boo  side  of  'the  river  to 
Ben  Wo  bridge  is  5  kiloueters*  On  the  river  Bon  Luc  bridge  to  Ba 
Bong  Strean  is  300  asters*  ^s  area  is  clear  of  brush  fron  Be  Bong 
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Streaa  to  Thu  Doan  ocnol  the  terrain  will  aid  in  seizing  the  object¬ 
ive*  The  distance  fron  Ong  Thong  stream  to  Ben  Buo  bridge  is  180 
meters  on  the  river  bank*  There  is  a  new  life  hamlet  along  this 
distance*  There  are  3  barbed  wire  entanglements  surrounding  it* 

700  meters  from  the  bridge  next  to  the  riVer  bailki  there  are  several 
houses  and  gardens  and  a  saw  mlllf  where  enemy  forces  usually  camp* 

In  the  area  Of  this  strategic  hamlet  there  are  6  small  streams  which 
run  from  the  Vam  Oq  Bong  river  into  the  rioefields*  Cho  MOi  oaxiaSi 
is  230  meters  from  the  bridge*  The  Ba  Bong  stream  is  300  meters 
from  the  bridge*  On  the  Saigon  side  of  the  river  there  is  a  Ben 
Luo  market  has  many  people  1  this  side  of  the  streami  whioh  has  good 
natural  oonoealment*  Their  are  sampans  of  migrating  people  located 
500  meters  from  the  bridge  toward  An  Thanh  Village* 

IV  MISSION  - 

Our  cell  mission  is  to  investigate  and  study  point  L*I»  which  is 
on  VC*  Our  Commander  has  decided  that  our  cell  will  raid  and  destroy 
point  L*I*  in  order  to  defeat  the  enemy's  attempt  at  rural  pacific¬ 
ation  and  cut  the  highway  conneoting  Saigon  with  the  Mekong  Belt a* 
When  we  attack  them  we  will  meet  many  hardships  and  advantages  suoh 


A*  Advantages: 

1*  We  have  studied  the  whole  enemy  situation  from  the  inside* 
2*  We  have  kept  infoined  on  the  enemy's  defenses* 

3<  We  know  the  terrain  and  natural  obstacles  well* 

4*  We  are  ready  to  fight* 

B*  Bisadvantages: 

1.  Our  explosives  are  very  heavy  to  transport* 

2*  Its  very  difficult  to  transport  explosives  to  the  objeotive 
because  of  the  bright  li^ts  and  swift  current* 

3t  In  order  to  seize  the  objective  we  oust  oross  many  streams 
and  pass  through  many  strategio  hamlets  and  travel  aorose 
many  swamps;  this  will  be  very  difficult* 

V.  RESOLUTION  - 

Aooordin  to  the  situr^tion  above »  our  cell  will  have 
many  advantages  mnd-disadvantages* 

We  must  try  to  overoome  all  obstaoles*  We  must  try  to 
affix  a  pulley  on  the  objeotivc*  Even  if  conditions  are  diffl« 
oult  we  will  carry  out  our  mission*  We  will  destroy  the  L*I* 


point  in  order  to  disrupt  the  transportation  of  the  enemy  who  plan  an 
offensive  against  us  in  the  dry  season. 

VI  COORDINATION.  - 

a.  Prior  to  Conhat. 

1.  The  1st  speorhead  consists  of  4  elenents* 

a«  The  Destruction  elenent  consist  of  2  Re  is 

in  charge  of  the  1st  stage,  Anh  is  in  dharge  of  the 
2d  stage. 

h.  The  Ist  Medio  Section  has  4  laborers  comanded  by 
Rong. 

c*  The  deploynent  elenent  is  oonnanded  by  Sau  liinh 
and  is  responsible  for  the  avenues  of  approach  and 
withdravml. 

d.  The  sanpan  elenent  will  transport  the  explosives 
and  place  then  in  the  water.  It  consists  of  6  oon- 
rades  oonnanded  by  Anh. 

2*  The  Attack  Elenent  Consist  of  5  Cells t 

a.  1st  cell-  Conrade  Nan  is  #1,  Conrade  le  is  #2,  they 
will  carry  2  pulleys,  1  pistol  and  1  grenade,  and 
will  hold  the  wire  fron  the  riverbank  to  the  object¬ 
ive. 

b.  2d  Cell-  Trang  is  #3,  Anh  is  #4  they  ore  in  charge 
of  poying  out  the  wire  fron  the  riverbank  to  the 
bridge  in  support  of  the  Ist  cell. 

o.  3d  Coll-  la  oouprised  of  3  oonrades  -  Van  is  #5*  he 
will  attach  the  wire  to  the  explosives,  Thien  is  #6 
he  will  pay  out  the  oleotrio  wire,  Xuan  is  #7,  he 
will  pay  out  the  electric  line  at  5  neter  intervals* 

d*  4th  cell-  has  2  oonrades  Bun  is  iht  XLen  is  9, 
Bission  is  to  carry  ths  batteries  to  the  firing 
point,  then  stay  their  and  await  further  orders* 

e*  3th  Cell-  has  2  oonrades,  Vt  is  #10,  Fhuong  is  #11, 
Bission  is  to  pull  the  wire  for  the  2d  cell  after  it 
has  been  connected  to  the  explosives*  The  explosive 
transportation  elenent  which  will  tronsport  the  ex¬ 
plosive  fron  the  departure  point  to  the  water  posit¬ 
ion  oust  be  on  tine* 
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The  2d  spearhead  oonsits  of  2  elenentst  the  support  elenent 
As  the  nedloal  service  elenent,  vhioh  are  divided  into  3  ooll 
each* 

a*  Ist  Cell-  Thno  &  Too,  arned  with  2  CKC  rifles,  nission  to 
stand  at  the  nouth  of  the  Ba  Boftg  strean  to  observe  eneny 
activity, 

b*  3d  Cell-  is  the  nortar  cell,  will  be  deployed  at  Ba  Su 
and  the  nedioal  servzoe  elenent  is  oonprised  of  1  nedio 
and  4  laborers  with  2  sonpans.  They  will  be  deployed  at 
Ong  Pho  strean* 

4,  The  sabotage  device  consist  of  two  nines,  each  one  is  1,000 
kilograns,  1200  neters  of  electric  wire,  200  batteries^  2 
pulleys,  2  (illegible)  600  neters  nylon  rope  and  400  neters 
of  rope. 


B,  During  Conbatt 

1»  To  transport  the  explosive  A  elenent  nust  travel  aloxig  water¬ 
ways,  They  will  travel  by  2  notorized  sanpans  to  Binh  Shut, 
there  they  will  turn  off  the  notors,  then  they  will  paddle  to 
the  "water  position"  which  is  located  at  the  nouth  of  the 
Binh  Chanh  river  where  there  will  be  nen  waiting  for  then. 

They  nust  arrive  at  the  nouth  of  the  Binh  Chanh  river  at 
exactly  8  o'clock.  The  attack  will  nove  by  land  to  the  water 
position  and  wait  there  for  the  deploynent  elenent  to  report 
on  the  situation.  The  deploynent  cell  and  the  nedioal 
servioe  nust  cone  to  the  predetemined  position,  if  they  cone 
early  they  oust  await  for  the  other  elonents  to  deploy, 

2,  No,  1,2,3,  cud  10  will  carry  2  rolls  of  nylon  rope  and  2 
pulleys  to  the  "fire  position".  Nos,  4,3,6,7»B,9>11  will  go 
to  the  "water  position"  and  tighten  the  nines.  The  end  of 
the  rope  will  be  passed  fron  nan  to  nan  by  their  nunbers. 

They  will  push  the  2  nines  to  the  "firing  posiliion"  then 
wait  there.  No's  3  ond  10  will  play  out  the  roll  of  nylon 
rope  to  no  1,  then  No  2  will  tie  it  to  the  object*  After 
this  has  been  aooonplished  No  10  will  ti^^ten  it  to  Sb* 

Then  No  3  and  No  4  will  take  the  rope  and  tie  it  to  No  3'o 
eaq^losives.  Then  3  k  will  take  another  rope  and  tie  it 
to  the  botton  of  NO* s  6  &  7  explosives*  Then  prepare  to 
play  out  the  eleotrio  wire  ox^  tie  the  wire  to  the  botton 
of  all  the  explosives*  After  this  has  been  done  No  3  &  ^ 
step  by  step  will  pull  NO's  3  &  B  explosive  and  ploy  out 
the  rope  and  wire  at  the  botton  of  the  explosives  ooordinatixig 
with  7  d  6,  then  they  will  pull  the  battery  box  to  the  side 
of  the  river  and  wait  for  orders*  No  1  d  2  will  seise  the 
objeotive  ond  tie  a  rope  to  it,  they  will  floajb  souethiiki 
on  the  river  to  Ba  Bong  Streon*  6  oonrades  will  go  eonpan 
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to  the  *'vater  position"  end  give  then  to  the  attacking  ele> 
nent*  Then  5  of  then  will  return  to  Binh  miut  factory  and 

wait  there*  The  6th  nan  will  Join  the  attack  elenent*  If 
no  1  &  2  cannot  seize  the  objective  they  oust  drop  No  3  &  ^ 
pulleys*  They  oust  then  continue  their  attack  in  the  2d 
stogey  and  No  10  &  11  will  play  out  the  rope  to  No  3  &  ^ 
who  will  take  the  end  of  the  rope  to  the  objective  and  tie 
it  there,  aud  throw  the  other  end  into  water  for  the  current 
to  carry  to  Ba  Bong  streon.  They  will  then  contact  no  1  & 

2,  the  other  nenbers  will  then  Carry  out  their  nisslons  as 
outlined  above* 

3*  B  Suearhead  at  exactly  6  o'clock  the  support  elenent 
carrying  2  Okc,  1  subnaohine  gun  and  2  naohineguns  cust  be 
in  position  with  foxholes  prepared  and  ready.  The  nortar 
cell  oust  be  present  at  a  predetemined  position,  and  the 
nedioal  elenente  with  4  laborers  nust  be  at  Ong  Pho  strean* 
The  support  cell  nust  seize  the  river*  Thuc  &  Tao  carrying 
2  CIC  nust  stand  at  Ba  Bong  streon  to  watch  the  activity  at 
eneny  oenent  pillar. 

C*  After  Conbat- 

1*  A  spearhead t  \Aien  the  explosives  blow  up  No  6  &  7  will 
draw  up  the  wire  and  reroll  it.  No  3  &  4  will  draw  back  the 
rope.  No  8  &  9  will  tighten  the  battery  box,  then  all  ele- 
nents  will  withdraw  to  Binh  Nhut  factory,  check  the  soldiers 
and  withdraw  to  a  safe  area* 

2*  B  spearhead:  After  the  explosion  the  support  elenent  will 
not  fire  and  withdraw  to  Ong  Pho  streon  then  with  the  nedio 
axid  other  elenents  withdraw  to  safe  areas* 

71.  HEBICAL 

A*  Elenent  I 

1*  One  nedio  and  1  nurse  ond  4  loborers  with  utretohurs, 
led  by  Bong  ore  located  at  Binh  Chonh  streon  with  loool 
oudrenon* 

2*  B  elenent:  1  nedio  and  4  laborers  with  stretohorp,  led 
by  Phu  are  located  with  2  sanpane  and  loool  oadrenon  at 
Ong  Pho  streon* 

7II.  VITBBRAVAL 

A*  SPIABBSAB* 

1.  Will  srtassenble  ot  Bixih  Nhut  factory  to  cheek  their 
strength* 
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2*  B  Spearhead  Will  reassenhle  at  Ong  Fho  strean  with 
the  naohinegun  tean  and  Reoon  tean  and  will  check 
their  strength* 

Estinate  of  the  Situationt 

1.  A  SFEAfiHEiJ)! 

When  Nob  1  &  2  carry  the  rope  toward  the  objective y  if  they  are 
discovered  the  CKC  cell  should  open  fire  at  the  oonbat  ships  in 
order  to  signal  the  nachinegun  cell.  When  the  CKC  cell  opens 
fire  this  is  the  signal  for  the  naohine  gun  cell  to  open  fire  on 
the  bridge  and  the  nortar  team  will  start  firing  on  the  soldiers 
oonped  next  to  the  generator  in  Binh  Nhut  which  is  about  80  neters 
froQ  the  bridge.  Nos  1  &  2  must  quietly  attach  the  pulleys  to 
the  iron  pillary  Nos  3  &  ^  oust  quickly  attach  the  e:q>losives 
then  withdraw  to  the  firing  point. 

2*  B  SFEASHEABt 

In  case  they  are  discovered  by  the  eneny  everyone  nust  find  an¬ 
other  way  to  get  to  their  positions  on  tine.  If  the  explosives 
are  not  blown  up  they  should  be  withdrawn  after  receivixig  the 
order  to  do  so. 

3.  A  &  B.  SFEAEHEAB: 

If  soneone  is  wounded  they  should  go  to  the  aid  station  where 
aedioal  aid  will  be  available. 

4.  If  the  explosives  don't  blow  up  Conrade  Anh  is  in  charge  of  re¬ 
covering  then. 

3*  If  the  nylon  rope  gets  snagged  Conrode  laust  swin  over  and  free 
it  and  put  it  in  the  river  where  the  current  will  carry  it  to 
Hiss  Tu's  house  where  Conrade  F  will  see  it. 

6.  Xhe  situation  is  quiet  the  ship  will  go  down  Bach  Tao  rivery  turn 
into  Oe  Bong  rivery  ond  then  cone  to  Binh  Nhut  where  thero  is  a 
dunp  truck. 

When  the  situaticn  la  net  quiet  and  there  ore  ships  on  the  rivery 
us  will  have  to  oove  toward  Binh  Chanh. 

7«  Althou^  the  Binh  Nhut  post  is  deployed  we  will  still  nove  to  be 
at  the  Qouth  of  Von  Binh  Chonh  river  at  exactly  6  o'clock. 
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EEAXQmT^S 
9TE  isFmBcr  warns 
APO  San  I^^neisoo  96370 

AVISi-HH  6  July  1967 

SDBJECIt  Conunand  Eistoxy,  Elver  Assault  Flotilla  One 


TO:  Addressees  of  Operational  Beport  •  Lessons  Learned 


OSERAL:  fhe  following  is  a  reproduotlen  of  the  Command  History  of 
filver  Assault  Flotilla  One  for  periods  in<*icated«  These  reports  have  been 
inolvided  to  provide  an  overview  of  U*S*  Bavy  activities  associated  with  the 
Mobile  Biverine  Force* 

COMRIVFLOT  OHE/COMRIVSOFEBQH  SE7M 

CQMM&ML  HTSTOar  -  JCME  1967 

The  Mobile  Biverine  Base  moved  on  1  June  from  Vung  Tau  to  Long  Tam,  Vietnam 
and  on  2  Junsi  two  battalions  of  2nd  Brigade^  Infantry  Division  embeidced 
on  ships  of  the  Kobile  Biverine  Force  at  uong  Tam*  The  2nd  Brigade  Staff 
embarked  on  USS  BEHEVAH  (AFB*35)*  Blver  Assault  SLvlsons  of  BIVFLOT  OBE 
embarked  as  foil  .vst 

BIVBIV  91  AFL-26 

Bnmv  92/cohbivbob  9  oolleior 

BIVBIV  111  •RtynMAF 

BIVBIV  11?/C(BStIVRQir  11  DONG  TAM 

Aoditionallyf  BIVFLOT  ORE  Bataohnent  Bong  iSut  consisting  of  two  officers 
and  four  enlisted  rsen,  debedeed  frto  SBUttOB. 

The  BIVILOT  0KB  boat  overhaul  oommeneed  on  2  June  when  the  first  two  boats 
ooDnanoed  their  overhaul  at  Bong  Tan.  The  orewa  departed  on  EUt  and  the 
overhaul  wosk  was  eoopleted  In  their  absence. 

on  6  Junst  T-112-3t  while  minesweeping  in  the  Xang  Canals  was  subjected  to 
a  coiwnand  detonated  mine  esplcaiott  on  the  starboard  side  la  the  violaity  of 
the  engtoe  ooiq^artnsnt.  !(he  stadMsrd  engine  was  lifted  off  its  foundation 
and  dropped  Into  the  bilge*  Both  engine  foundations  were  broken*  inrther» 
both  sea  strainers  were  rupturedf  fans  were  sheared  off  the  bulkhead  and  the 
reduetion  geor  houslag  on  ^  steward  engine  was  broken  with  parts  being 
soattered  over  the  roon*  Terreal  stiffeners  on  the  stuteard  aide 

were  buokled*  Starboard  disll  plating  waa  also  buckled  anl  split  in  several 
plaees*  The  forward  bulkhead  of  the  engine  roon  was  bnokled  on  the  sta^ard 
side  near  the  ovaidiead*  All  four  batteries  were  brokan  and  power  was  lost 
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coiiq^le.^«ly.  The  deed  batteriee  alee  lomobiliaed  tbe  praviouply  fit¬ 

ted  for  electric  fire.  Fuel  lines  were  broken  close  to  the  tanks  and  damage 
control  plugs  had  to  be  used  to  prevent  further  fuel  leakage  into  the  bilges. 

The  port  .$0  Cal  turret  mount  was  blown  oter  the  side  shearing  off  the  top  cf 
the  pedestal  \diere  the  turret  bearing  support  connects.  The  armored  turret, 
the  .30  cal  gun  and  the  H18  grenade  lauxvcher  were  lost.  Both  the  remaining 
turrets  are  distorted  around  the  same  connection  points.  £  sjU-vage  search  in 
the  area  of  the  mining  vaa  conducted  by  Ebcplosive  Qcdosnoo  Berne  lition  personnel 
with  assault  boat  escort  and  Arcy  bank  security  on  7  and  6  June#  Only  one 
plastic  turret  top  and  a  wye-gate  for  the  salvage  eqilipment  was  found.  On  10 
June,  COMNAVPOBV  provided  a  salvage  \anlt  from  forbor  Clearance  Unit  One  Team 
Five  to  continue  the  search  for  th<»  missing  ordnance. 

One  ATC  has  been  fitted  out  as  a  casual'ty  axui  clearing  boat  and  the  two  bat¬ 
talion  Aid  Station  boats  have  received  edible  blood  refrigerators  to  ioprove 
their  capability.  The  medical  casualty  and  clearing  boat,  in  addition  to  the 
refrigerator,  has  received  surgical  Uidxting  and  fittings  for  a  surgical  table. 

The  boats  participated  in  their  first  operation  on  10  June, 

On  17  June  Visitors  Itifozmatlon  Bureau  (VIB)  was  set  up  by  the  Army  end  Navy 
Administration  and  Public  Affairs  Offices.  With  a  hi^-level  visitor  coming 
almost  dally  and  press  people  coming  at  least  three  times  a  week,  the  VIB  will 
(Bake  the  visits  more  profitable  thrcu^  advanced  planning. 

In  addition  to  troop  carrying,  the  Armored  Troop  Carrier  (ATC)  has  demonstrated 
its  verstllity  in  many  areas.  They  have  been  used  as  61MH  mortar  boats,  afloat 
battalion  medical  aid  stations,  medical  clearing  stations,  hydrograiddc  surv^ 
boats,  tugs  for  £390.  pontoons,  and  as  svepport  for  harge-mounted  artillery  fire 
support  bases , 

The  Blverlne  aoxvey  Team  has  begun  to  provide  significant  services  in  eoUect- 
ing  riverine  hydrograiMo  data.  They  are  not  only  fulfilling  ssoay  innediate 
requirements,  but  are  simultaneoualy  ooUeoting  considerable  additional  data 
valuable  for  COHCSK&CV,  COMKAVFQBV,  KAVOGBARO  and  other  requirements.  They 
are  an  important  orgarid  asset  for  current  operational  coositments* 

Tbs  first  resupply  of  the  MBB,  by  the  BBS  BOUOS  COUNT;  took  place  on  16-17 
June.  No  particular  difficulties  were  encountered.  The  cargo  handling  on 
the  Self  Propelled  Barracks  Ship  (APB)  is  extrsmsly  slow  due  to  the  limited 
deck  space  sltbouid^  the  542  olees  Tank  Landing  Slip  (L8T)  matohee  very  veil 
with  the  base  abipa. 

Tha  neve  of  tioblla  Bivaxliie  NoroeAfoBile  Biverins  Basa  (iBf/lBD)  froa  Bang  Saa 
to  Hba  Ba  on  10  JUne  vaa  unavanfUl  aa  far  aa  tha  Navy  was  oonoaxnad,  though 
tha  Any  bad  diffloultiaa  with  tba  artiUaxy  barges.  Origlaally  5  Onft 

Meobanlted  (LCII-6)  and  four  basqgea  were  to  aalM  the  trip.  Bpoo  eortle  from 
Jkmg  Tam,  two  of  the  LCM-B'a  bad  oaaoaltiaa  and  raturnad  to  Bong  Tam  with  cam 
barga.  Aa  the  remainder  turned  to  go  up  the  Ck>i  Bap,  two  LQM'e  received 
holec  et  the  water  line,  and  one  of  theae  baeama  laoparativa  dui  to  oontcmdnatad 
fUal.  The  bargee  ware  aaoborad,  Biver  Aaafcult  Squadron  (BAS)  boats  ware  ordered 
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to  stand  l>yi  and  an  Axxsy  Tug  was  ordered  out  to  provide  aaaiatanoa.  The  re¬ 
maining  LC^8  and  barge  were  sent  to  Yung  Tau»  Aa  this  LCM-8  %ras  passing 
throuj^  the  anchorage  aresi  her  tow  line  parted  and  the  barge  drifted  out  to 
sea.  The  Army  tug  was  diverted  to  pick  up  the  drifting  barge  and  tow  it  to 
Tung  Tau*  It  then  towed  the  remaining  units  to  Yung  Tau,  \diere  ASKABl  re¬ 
paired  the  I£M-8'b.  The  barges  were  finally  towed  up  to  19ba  Is  with  the 
RIVFLOT  ONE  TTB  on  13  June. 

Bridges  with  restrictive  underbridge  oleerancas  are  a  troublesome  operational 
problem  in  the  Beltai  Established  CTF  117  underbridge  oleatance  requirements 
are  1$  feet  of  vcirbioal  und.erbridge  oleamnee  and  25  feet  of  horizontal  under¬ 
bridge  clearance— both  under  conditions  of  wet  season  high  tide.  According 
to  a  recent  MACT  policy  bridges  will  henceforth  either  be  built  hi£ii  and  wide 
oiougb  undezneathi  or  a  specific  CQMKAVFQBT  waiver  will  first  have  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  all  permanent  or  semi-permBnent  bridges  built  (or  rebuilt)  over 
Axnored  Troop  Carrier  (ATC)  navigable  waterways. 

When  the  MRB  moved  to  the  Soi  Rap  on  18  June^  the  artillery  fire  support  base 
was  located  close  to  the  MBB  and  a  153mm  batteiy  was  attached  to  the  orgcxkio  - 
Second  Brigade  artillery.  To  provide  them  with  servicsst  some  new  methods  of 
support  were  developed.  Ammunition  for  the  133mn  guns  was  brou^t  up  from 
Yung  Tau  by  Landing  Craft,  Utility  (LCU)  while  the  105mm  battery  was  B^pplled 
from  the  Support  LST  using  LGH-S's.  Hot  meals  prepared  on  A^'s-  and  carried 
to  the  Fire  Support  Base  in  thermos  cans.  The  mess  runs  were  made  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  requirements  to  replenish  ammunition  and  potable  water.  Limited 
laundry  and  shower  services  weire  also  j^vided.  Bepolrs  to  LCM-8's  ere  ao- 
oooplished  at  ASEARI  with  the  emy  providing  the  repair  parts.  Gasoline  to 
operate  the  artillery  battery*  s  generators  was  supplied  b/  the  refueler.  ^ 

Present  MBF  operations  utilise  barges  as  floating  platforms  for  artillery. 

Amy  LCIf-a*s  are  assigned  the  tasks  of  towing  and  positioning  the  bargus. 
Although  these  functions  fall  sith  the  general  Eavy  support  tasks,  they  are 
a  recent  development  and  were  not  inoliided  in  the  oritf^  concept.  Thus, 
no  Navy  LCM's  or  similar  craft  have  be«x  programmed  for  this  mission.  Si^ 
present  in-oountry  LCM  and  other  boat  assests  are  fully  oommittsd  it  has  been 
determined  by  C0HRATFQR7  that  it  is  not  feasible  for  tbs  Navy  to  assume  this 
mission  for  6-12  months  due  to  personnel  lead  time  required.  Present 
COMATTQRT  plans  are  to  request  nineteen  UM-6*s  with  Crews  to  provided  prime 
moves  for  ortllleiy  bcoeges  in  the  MSF.  The  Amy  will  continue  to  meet  LCN-n 
requiremsnts  for  ^12  months  until  arrival  of  Navy  units. 

The  Rlvsslne  Survey  Team  (BSP)  of  10  marines  and  NAYDCBANO  oivilians  has  per- 
fotasd  yeomtn  servioe.  In  one  recent  3-day  period,  for  example,  they  obtained 
over  260  milee  of  river  soundings  while  aooonpa;ylag  TNII7  ASOs  on  oombat 
operations.  These  soundings  not  only  met  urfenoy  OIF-II?  requirements  but 
also  requirements  from  CXMJBMACnr/OdiaATPCSY's  llHiag  of  niaber  one  pdoxi^ 
hydrogrei^o  needs  for  S?N  as  well. 

Two  of  four  290CA  Tredk  Plotters  have  arrived  for  Installatlan  in  the  OOB'e. 


C.ONFtDE.tiVAL 

/•f 


CovP'OfvrM/- 

Technical  assistance  from  the  IH!CA  Navigator  unj.t  in-country  has  been  requestec 
to  sapezvise  the  installation.  Also,  the  first  copies  of  a  chart  with  CECCA 
grid  lines  on  a  1/23,000  scale  map  have  been  received.  If  these  are  found  to 
be  useful,  a  production  printing  vd.ll  be  requested. 

The  Taxracks  Ship  (non-self  propelled}-26  (APL)  and  VERNON  COUNTY,  vd.th  maximum 
pereonnel  loading  ax4  operating  in  a  salt  water  area.,  have  es^erienced  a  short 
fall  of  about  13-20  thousands  gallons  of  potable  water  per  week.  Once  in  teesh 
river  water,  the  AFL-26  can  use  its  filtration  system  and  will  have  no  diffi¬ 
culties.  T^  present  plan  is  to  install  a  potable  water  filtration  plant  -na 
tho  Support  LST.  This  will  provide  a  fresh  water  source  when  in  the  river  en- 
viroment  and  give  increased  efflclenoy  to  the  evaporators  by  removing  suspended 
solids  before  processing  in  salt  water. 

The  procedures  for  the  receipt  and  transfer  of  sensitive  chilled  pceduoe  have 
smoothed  out  very  well.  Itie  material  arrives  by  CBINOQE  sling  load  three 
times  weekly  direct  to  the  LST.  The  Supply  Officer  of  the  Support.  LST  has 
bef-n  designated  as  the  receiving  officer.  The  ships  provide  a  small  working 
party  to  break  down  the  load,  transfer  it  to  the  boats,  and  deliver  it  to  the 
ships.  The  rapidity  of  handling  has  increased  and  spoilage  from  eoQ)csure  has 
been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

For  the  first  at  the  HRfi,  the  Ahny  has  initiated  air  resupply  directly  from 
the  support  1ST.  Previously,  the  material  %ras  transferred  from  the  LST  by 
boat  to  a  landing  zone  ashore,  for  helicopter  transfer  to  the  field.  This 
required  four  separate  transfer  operations  and  consumed  most  of  the  day  with 
Just  resupply.  With  the  new  operation,  loads  are  broken  down  to  unit  size  on 
the  LSTo  Bach  helicopter  is  loaded  directly  from  the  LTT  deck  and  the  m.\teriel 
was  provided  to  the  troop  zone.  To  resupply  two  battalions  required 

only  one  hour  and  ten  minutes.  This  tine  can  be  bettered  as  the  crew  team  wodc 
and  landing  cycle  on  the  LST's  smooth  out.  The  Amy  is  quite  happy  with  the 
LST  resuiqply  amngement  now  that  they  have  tried  it. 

COMBIVFLOT  OMB/CCMRpsnPPBQg  SEViaf 

uammp  htstort  -  mx  1967 

A  sigoifioant  now  capability  has  been  added  to  tho  ever*»e]^Bading  horisons  of 
the  Mobile  fiLverine  l^)roe•  On  4  July  an  &-23  helicopter  landed  and  took  off 
from  the  first  A!IC(B)  -  an  AIC  with  a  halo  platform  mounted  over  the  well  deck. 
The  helo  platform,  desi^ied  by  COHBIVfLCT  ONB  end  Mr.  SBEFPARD,  MOL  White 
Oak,  constructed  locally  by  088  ASEABI  (ABL-30)  (Landing  Craft  Bqpair  SUp)  is 
portable  and  can  be  mounted  on  any  ATC  of  the  MBF*  On  3  July  on  SI^IP  halo 
soooessKdly  oosplsted  3  landings  and  takeoffs  ftom  tbs  fillet  dock  of  the 
ASC(H).  The  ability  of  the  AI0(H)  to  operate  the  ED^IP  greotly  erpande  the 
MBP  oapability  for  oosmand  and  oontrol,  porsonnal  tranefer,  rorotion  force 
lift,  reei^yiply,  liaison  in  the  field  end  IBORIO  ereae  idiere  no  landing 
sonee  are  available. 

Biverine  8arv^  Teen  (BSI)  oporatiane  axe  blending  in  very  well  witti  xivexlno 
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combat  maneuvers,  during  Operation  COBON&SO  (COHCi^IA  IIl)i  four  units  de> 
ployed  seperate  ATCb  for  the  thrce  day  operation.  This  was  the  first  data 
oolleoted  within  Go  Cong  Province*  The  Bach  Go  Cung  Was  Well  covered  as  far 
as  the  city  of  Go  Cong.  Many  of  its  tributar  ie  s  were  also  suirveypd  in  the 
course  of  patrol  actions  and  troop  reinsertions.  The  RST  used  the  staff's 
K&28B  70m  aerial  camera  to  obtain  j^togra^  of  bridges  in  Go  Gong  Towni 
obstructions  I  and  waterways.  This  camera  was  previously  used  by  a  staff  memf- 
ber  in  Operations  CQBOH&PO  (CQNCCBSIA  i)»  and  it  yielded  excellent  idiotographs. 

The  first  increment  of  mine  protective  flooring  and  searing  were  in  stalled 
in  ATC  112-11.  Thirty-two  Beats  ere  provided  with  standing  room  for  eight 
more  troops.  Each  seat  has  been  eqxiippod  with  a  life  preserver  eushion  and 
a  seat  belt.  The  final  effect  is  similar  to  -a  well  appointed  air  line.  To 
make  the  installation*  all  but  two  of  the  bunks  had  to  be  removed.  The  re¬ 
maining  bunks  will  be  relocated  within  the  boat.  The  chairs  and  matting  take 
up  about  2/3  of  the  well  deck  of  the  ATC.  The  Installation  can  be  ruiaoved  in 
about  two  hours.  The  present  plan  is  to  test  the  installation  for  a  few  oper¬ 
ations  to  determine  its  suitability  and  make  any  rearrangements  required  b^ 
fore  going  into  full  scale  Installation  in  the  remaining  boats. 

Disposal  of  waste  from  the  ships  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Base  is  a  probSem 
^tdisn  anchored  near  a  port  city  or  inland  on  the  rivers.  Loose  boxes*  released 
by  ships  ■apsteam*  are  a  source  of  conosBi  to  the  atdps  d<’wn  stream  as  possible 
eiqploaive  carriers.  A  sugrostion  has  been  forwarded  that  a  machine  (like  a 
automobile  scrapping  press)  1^  installed  on  each  ship  to  ooqpxess  this  trash 
Inna  make  it  dense  to  sink.  This  would  eliminate  the  requirement  for 

a  trash  incinerator  and  would  be  a  cleaner  way  of  dispocihg  of  waste.  The 
recommendation  will  be  exasdnsd  for  the  feasibility  aud  a  formal  .•^-^quest  will 
be  forwtrdod  if  the  unit  is  desired. 

On  6  July*  COLlACOSir  suffered  a  serious  casualty  to  number  1  A/'C  diesel  gener¬ 
ator.  Vbra  the  diesel  exploded  and  a  piston  end  rod  were  thrown  through  the 
orenk  case.  Loss  of  the  A/C  generator  reduced  the  CQLLBTOB's  power  oapeoitf 
to  the  point  idierc  her  ability  to  siQport  the  waa  marginal.  A  reqvast  to 
OOMRAinrasy  resulted  in  two  portable  150  Df  gscerators  which  were  installed  on 
the  GOLLEEGH  as  back  up  support.  This  is  tte  third  oesualiy  of  ttls  ijrpe  on 
AtgillBh  made  angina.  A  new  of  generator  or  a  modifloation 

to  ths  ptssent  disssl  Is  urgantly  required* 

OOMtmBT  repMSSBtstives  visited  the  flagship  on  15  July  to  disouss  assi»H 
maot  of  Satio^  Polios  to  CIf-117*  It  was  aipmed  at  this  meeting  that 
CXIIRATF0R7  would  request  ths  Chief  of  Hatlv/nsI  Pclios  to  ssaiga  12  psrsoansl 
fzom  ths  Siver  Polios  Bsmnoh  to  011^117  on  a  psrmmrat  basis.  Addition  of 
lationsl  Polios  will  avasur«bly  inorsaas  visit  and  asaxoh  sffsotivensss  of 
Blvsr  Asscolt  Craft  both  in  ths  vioinity  of  ths  MBS  end  In  ths  axes  of 
opermtions. 

The  following  boats  rsesived  fO  firs  on  11  July  1967  supportiBi  CQBOBAPC 
OnOdBIA  (IBA8B  U)  in  Can  Oiouo  Ustriot  of  Loog  ih  IxOvlnesi 

At  1109458*  s  olaymors  mins  was  tdgvuMd  whn  9-112-4  dropped  h«  xseqp 
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to  land  eleoenta  of  "A"  Ooopany  4/47  (T  TOS  and  4  USA  VIA). 

At  IIO95O1  M-112-1  and  lS-111-2  both  hit  by  BB  rounds,  no  personnel  casual¬ 
ties*  Both  hosts  continued  nission* 

At  1116220,  T-112-7  receiired  a  B*40  rouiid  on  starboard  side  of  bow  reiiqp* 

Ho  persom»l  casualty  resuliied.* 

At  III750H,  ll>112-1  took  a  B-40  round  in.  the  conning  station  killing  the 
Beat  Captain  and  clalning  six  USH  wounded  in  action.  Ihe  monitor  returned  to 
the  MRB  for  repairs  and  was  beck  in  the  area  of  operation  (AO)  at  12170(S. 

Also  receiving  fixe  (SA  mostly)  duiing  the  operation  without  eersonnel 
casualties  weret  *-.0  s— 

11-91-1 

T-91-5 

T-112-12 
T-112-4 
T-1 12-13 

The  MBP  is  rapidly  developlag  a  well-rounded  psyohologioal  warfare  program. 
VAille  Amy  elements  to  the  ISDP  have  a  greater  portion  of  the  assets  and  the 
program  itself,  Havy  elements  axe  increasing  tl»  Navy  oommitaent  to  these 
operations*  19be  oonoept  receiving  current  emphaaiB  is  that  of  developing  a 
Chieu  Boi  leaflet  featuring  the  ATCs  as  floating  Chien  Hbl  eentera*  flhe 
leaflet  will  give  a  standard  Chieu  Bbi  appeal,  will  contain  a  picture  of  an 
ATC,  and  will  urge  the  BC  to  Chieu  F-i  to  the  "green  boats*"  Oiese  leaflets 
will  be  passed  out  to  sampans  td>ioh  ATCs  stop  for  seaxdh  and  will  be  air¬ 
dropped  in  xiveacine  operation  areas*  Other  oono^ta  under  develc^xunt  axe 
taped  bxoadoasts,  addltlonol  materials  for  mt  to  indigenous  personnel 

during  stpp-ead-eearoh,  .and  other  leaflets. 

lha  omaet  of  the  monsoon  eeumon  with  the  resulting  wet  leather  has  made  the 
boats  much  less  habitable.  Personal  belongings  axe  bdiag  damaged  by  the  rein 
and  daspness*  In  order  to  reduee  the  desh^  to  personal  gear,  small  water 
proof  duffle  begs  have  bew  ordszed  for  eaoh  saeto  of  the  boat  oxew* 

Ths  first  bslo  barge  for  MBF  uss  was  delivsxsd  to  Bha  Be  on  20  July  1967. 

Large  Barber  Tkig  (ITS)  764  tuwed  the  helo  barge  to  the  ^  cn  22  July.  Thie 
helo  barge  will  further  the  growii^  oapabiUties  of  the  MtP  by  provid¬ 

ing  an  afloat  landing  area  for  two  edditiond  helieopters  with  an  sserffeiwxr 
rsfuellx«  eapabiU^. 

Aa  additional  defsnw  against  the  BPS  2  (B-40)  missis,  ber  armor  has  bssn 
sxtsndad  up  around  ths  e«cswsia's  j^tfoen  on  ons  ATC.  3hs  Armor  hss  bssn 
hiagsd  so  that  tha  axmoxsd  doors  osn  be  opened.  A  slot  has  bssn  lift  la  ths 
aids  to  psxmit  fixlag  tha  7«(2mi  guns  fxon  tits  pilot  honss.  Maiami  latw^ 
fsranes  boours  with  ths  .30  osl  mount  iddls  fixing  forward.  Bessd  upon  this 
prototyps  iastsllstloB,  pxsssnt  plans  sxs  to  install  this  on  all  bosta. 
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To  date  we  have  suffered  one  killed  (monitor  boat  captain)  and  seventy-six 
wounded  in  action,  including  a  Squad^n  Commander  and  three  Division  Com¬ 
manders  (one  permanently  evacuated  to  the  U.S.)*  The  majority  of  casualties 
have  been  caused  by  shrapnel  from  recoiless  heat  rounds.  The  worth  of  helmits 
and  body  amor  cannot  be  overstated.  The  majority  of  womds  have  been  In  face, 
ams,  and  legs  not  so  protected.  The  general  reaction  of  the  assault  boat  crew 
to  this  rather  high  percentage  of  wounded  in  a  short  period  of  time  is  that 
it  is  an  inescapeable  part  of  the  type  of  war  are  fighting.  One  cannot  de¬ 
tect  any  trace  of  apprehension  other  than  a  healthy  regard  for  the  danger  in¬ 
volved  and  an  appreciation  of  the  VC  will  to  fight  and  of  his  cleverness. 

Vietnamese  Marine  Corps  proposed  participation  in  MRP  operations  on  20-21  July 
was  delayed  until  24-25  July.  River  Assault  Division  91  provided  close  support 
to  the  3rd  Battalion,  Vietiiamese  Marine  Corps  during  the  operation  which  was 
conducted  in  the  northern  Can  Giouc  District  of  Long  An  Province.  The  Marines 
were  picked  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Hha  Be  by  riverine  assault  craft  and  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  landing  beaches  in  the  AO.  River  Assault  Division  91  remained 
in  close  support  conducting  numerous  troop  landings  and  pick  ups  on  streams 
within  the  AO,  providing  fire  support,  command  and  control  facilities,  and  re¬ 
supply  of  water.  CTP-117  and  the  VNMC  Brigade  issued  a  joint  movement  and 
embarkation  order  for  the  initial  phases  of  the  operation  -  probably  a  first 
in  U.S.  Naval  history  in  Vietnam, 

COMRIVDIV  91  wae  enthusiatic  in  his  report  of  the  excellent  cooperation  and 
coordination  between  his  task  unit  and  the  Vietnamese  Marines.  Be  stated  that 
the  battalion  was  a  well  organized  force  and  a  pleasure  to  work  with.  Con¬ 
versations  with  members  of  the  VBMC  Brigade  staff  subsequent  to  the  operation 
Indicated  chat  they  were  equally  pleased  with  this  initial  operation  and  are 
anxious  to  join  the  MRP  on  future  operations, 

CTF-117  received  word  at  I3OOH  on  25  July  that  the  MHB  would  relocate  from 
the  junction  of  the  Soi  Rap  and  Vam  Co  livers  tp  the  vicinity  of  Dong  Tam  on 
27  July,  a  distance  of  6l  nautical  miles.  At  this  time  the  MEiP  was  conduotiztg 
a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  the  Can  Giouo  District  of  Long  An  Pmvlnce, 

In  addition  to  the  Imy  riverine  ground  forces,  TP-1  IV  was  providing  close 
support  to  the  3^^  Battalion  VNMC,  During  the  afternoon  of  25  July  ground 
forces  were  picked  up  by  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  craft  and  returned  to  the 
MRB.  Planning  began  immediately  for  relocation  of  the  MEtB  and  was  promulgated 
on  the  morning  of  26  July.  Commencing  at  0200H  on  27  July  riverine  assault 
craft  began  departing  the  MRB  to  proceed  to  minesweeping  and  patrol  stations 
along  the  track  of  the  MRB.  At  O550H  the  last  ship  of  the  force  was  underway 
and  proceeding  toward  the  entrance  of  the  Soi  Rap.  Because  of  the  relatively 
slow  speed  of  the  AFL  tow  and  the  fact  that  the  ships  were  steaming  against  a 
flooding  tide  while  proceeding  out  the  Loi  Bap  River  and  an  ebbing  tide  while 
proceeding  up  the  Mekong  River,  the  move  required  eleven  and  a  half  hours  to 
complete.  This  did  not  delay,  however,  the  commencement  of  the  strike  opera¬ 
tion  in  DLnh  Tuong  Province  on  28  July*  The  first  units  of  !EM17  were  under¬ 
way  escorting  3/34th  Artillery  Barges  nt  003QB.  Thus  in  just  a  little  over 
48  hours  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  was  able  to  relocate  t.  base  supporting 
3900  personnel  over  a  distance  of  61  nautical  miles  and  to  shift  its  combat 
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area  bf  operations  a  total  of  85  nautical  miles.  This  relocation  proved  the 
ability  of  ttie  HRF  to  react  rapidly  to  a  changing  situation  and  through  its 
great  mobility  to  effectively  redirect  it  combat  power  over  substantial  dis^ 
tances.  This  mobility  enables  the  MRF  tc  appjy  assault  forces  in  the  Delta 
very  rapidly,  and  this  capability  permits  a  fast  reaction  to  intelligence  of 
7C  locations.  Our  experience  with  regard  to  the  available  intelligence  on 
VC  locations  upon  \Moh  to  react  with  assault  forces  is  that  such  intellig^e 
is  for  the  most  part  one  to  two  and  sometimes  three  days  old.  Oar  ability  to 
react  to  this  less  than  timely  intelli^^ce  has  resulted  in  the  HEIF  having 
contact  with  the  VC  on  every  one  of  eur  COBNON&DO  operations,  fiach  VC  contact 
has  been  oon^any  site  or  larger.  The  sad  part  is  that  this  one  to  three  day 
old  agent  intelligence  is  that  most  relic^le*  Heretofore#  the  VC  have  been 
able  to  Bfaneuver  away  from  the  reported  position  within  the  intelligence  time 
lag  coupled  by  slower  reaction  forces.  Ve  could  do  even  better  with  a  reoon** 
nalssance  assigned  the  Force.  Contrary  to  the  belief  of  mery,  the  Army  does 
not  have  covert  or  for  that  matter  overt  reooxtnaissanoe  capability  in  any  way 
comparable  to  the  Kavy  SEALS  or  Marine  Corps  RiSCOH  cooqtanles. 

During  the  action  on  29  July,  several  boats  were  hit  with  small  arms  fire, 
rocket  and  recoilless  fire.  The  most  seriously  damaged  was  Monitor  91'’3i 
iMch  was  hit  by  a  possible  claymore,  one  56<i>in  recollless  rifle,  and  four 
B»40  missiles.  Shrapnel  was  received  throu^  the  40mm  sight  port,  damaged 
the  81mm  mortar  to  the  point  where  it  had  to  be  replaced,  destroyed  the  20im 
ammunition  box  and  loader,  and  damaged  the  .50  cal  barrels.  No  major  struet> 
ural  damage  to  the  boat  was  sustained.  Hits  and  ndnor  demage  were  received 
in  M-91-1,  M-91-2,  T-91-6,  T-91-8.  and  T-91-10,  Once  agiin  the  ability  of  the 
boat  to  absorb  punlduoent  remedn  in  operation  was  demonstmeted. 

TIDAL  DATA 

1 .  Tidal  data  is  the  single  most  loiportant  consideration  in  the  planning  and 
conduct  of  any  riverine  operation  in  South  Vietnam. 

a.  Planningt  Many  small  streams  in  the  AO  will  be  navigable  only  at 
high  tide.  This  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  planning  troop  landings 
and  waterborne  blocking  and  support  stations. 

b.  Boroute  to  the  AOt  Tides  and  currents  are  frequently  the  primary 
determinants  of  SOA.  Fighting  a  >-knot  ebb  current  enroute  to  the  AO  will 
algnlfioently  effect  the  element  of  surprise  necessary  to  a  successful  opera¬ 
tion.  Conversely,  utilising  a  3*4Ecot  current  to  proper  advantage  will  not 
down  transit  time  slgnifioantly,  thus  increasing  the  possibility  of  success¬ 
ful  surprise  landing. 

0.  Xn  the  AOt 

(l)  Combat  operations  have  indicated  that  landings  in  the  R3SZ  and 
the  Mekong  Delta  are  best  donducted  at  hig^  tide.  If  oonduoted  at  eny  other 
time,  troope  are  required  to  i>lod  through  nod  ^dtioh  id  frequently  waist- 
deep. 
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(2)  There  is  an  average  10-foot  tidal  change  in  the  area. 
allows  transit  of  nuaberous  streams  at  higii  tide,  but  extreme  caution  must 
be  used  by  the  unit  commanders  to  avoid  being  trapped  by  a  rapidly  falling 
tide. 


(3)  Numerous  bridges  exist  over  the  Niekong  waterways.  In  many  oases, 
these  brides  severly  limit  the  accessibility  of  these  waterways  to  riverine 
assault  craft.  Frequently,  however,  passage  cm  be  effected  with  caution  at 
low  tide. 


(4)  Care  must  be  taken  in  tne  beaching  of  boats  in  the  AO.  With  a 
rapidly  receding  tide,  a  boat  may  find  itself  fast  aground  with  no  possibility 
of  reflotating  until  the  next  high  tide* 

(5)  At  low  tide,  the  river  banks  occasionally  are  above  the  level 
of  most  of  the  guns  installed  on  the  riverine  assault  craft.  During  a  recent 
operation  in  Long  An  Province,  the  elevated  20mm  gun  was  the  orly  weapon 
which  could  be  employed  sucessfully  during  periods  of  low  tide. 

RADIOS  OP  OPERATIONS 

1.  Riverine  assault  craft  of  the  NRF  can  operate  most  effectively  within 
a  radius  of  4C  kilometers  from  the  NRB.  Operations  have  been  conducted  be- 
yone  this  radius  but  have  been  accompanied  by  the  following  problems! 

a.  Length  of  movement  time  in  excess  of  four  hours.' 

b.  m  Communications  reliability  is  questionable  beyond  this  range. 

c.  Surface  resupply  requires  excessive  time.  Any  immediate  ^supply 
reqviireinents  must  be  met  by  helicopter, 

LEMGTH  OF  OPERATIONS 

1.  Two  to  three  days  operations  with  one  to  two  day  stand  down  time  have 
pxroven  most  effective.  This  allows  for  "dry  out"  time  for  ground  troops  and 
neoessaxy  maintenance  time  for  the  boats.  This  schedule  can  be  continued 
almost  indeflnately. 

2.  Operations  have  been  conducted  for  periods  iqp  to  3  days,  but  commensurate 
time  is  required  for  maintenance  and  troop  rest. 

LANDINGS  AND  BCTRACTIOWS 


1.  Text  landings  and  extractions,  with  the  boats  about  30  meters  apart,  are 
usually  impossible  due  to  inadequate  beaohlrg  space,  tidol  conditions,  or  dense 
undergrowth.  Crowding  of  boats  is  dangerous,  but  the  danger  can  be  limited  by 
utilising  monitors  os  fanklng  units  at  the  beaohiiig  site,  providing  security 
and  fire  support. 
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2.  A  prep  of  the  beaching  site  by  air»  artillexyr  and/or  organic  boats' 
weapons  makes  for  a  more  reolire  beaching.  A  li^t  helo  fire  team,  when  avail¬ 
able,  also  strengthens  security,  particularly  during  extraction. 

3.  Beaching  must  be  accomplished  in  most  aeses  at  high  tide  to  provide  a  hard 
landing  area  for  the  troops.  The  boats  must  exercise  extreme  caution  to  pre¬ 
vent  being  trapped  on  the  beach  by  a  rapidly  receding  tide. 

CQOmKATIQW  WITH  GRODKD  FORCES 

1.  Coordination  with  ground  forces  is  required  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
echelons.  Co-location,  of  commanders  at  every  level  makes  fox  greater  coordina¬ 
tion,  lessens  communication  requirements,  increases  effectiveness  and  limits 
delay  in  any  follow  up  action  required. 

2.  A  Joint  Navy/Army  briefing  of  all  units  involved  prior  to  commencement  of 
an  operation  is  extremely  valuable.  By  way  of  this  briefing  each  element  in¬ 
volved  is  made  aware  of  the  objectives  and  possible  problem  areas  of  all  other 
elements.  All  aspects  of  the  operation,  including  intelliganee,  must  be  cover¬ 
ed  to  ensure  maxi  mum  coordination. 

3.  It  is  a  must  to  have  a  Joint  system  of  check  points  and  objective  numbers 
for  quick  position  reporting  and  plotting  of  intended  movement.  This  system 
must  be  dlsslminated  to  each  boat  as  well  as  Amy  and  Navy  commanders. 

4.  Bach  Navy  unit  must  have  the  ability  to  maintain  communication  with  Amy 
units  being  supported.  Normally  the  Navy  uziit  supporting  aoapooy  size  opera¬ 
tions  is  controlled  from  a  monitor.  This  points  out  the  need  for  an  addition¬ 
al  VBC-46  on  the  monitors. 

5.  Past  esqperlenoe  indicated  that  then  boats  axe  acting  in  close  support  of 
ground  troops  they  become  very  vulnerable  whm  artillery  is  colled  in  close. 

All  topside  personnel  must  seek  shelter  below  and  at  times  boat  are  forced 
to  move  to  r  different  location  to  prevent  serious  damage  to  boats  from 
shrapnel • 

6.  Artlllexy  and  oloae  air  support  procedures  are  effective  and  ore  improve 
ing  but  still  need  to  be  refined  further  1  Also  the  technique  of  using  the 
installed  81mm  mortar  on  the  monitors  in  the  role  of  indirect  support  of  ground 
troops  is  being  refined. 

7.  It  is  felt  that  ground  olearanoes  from  Navy  elements  as  veil  oa  Army  units 
should  be  obtained  prior  to  the  use  of  artillery  in  doss  support. 

6.  Nhen  moving  in  small  streams,  troops  should  maintain  visual  contact  with 
the  support  boats  and  ohadc  out  any  bunkers  or  other  type  defensive  positions 
along  the  behk,  TbB  speed  of  advance  of  the  entire  force  sliould  be  governed 
by  the  pace  of  the  troops  along  the  waterway.  The  beat  method  of  movemont  in 
support  of  ground  clamenta  along  a  watemay  is  altexnata  beaching  of  boats  on 
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ri^t  and  left  banks  moving  in  leap  frog  fashion  by  moviniT  the  rear  boats  to 
the  front. 


BOAT  OTILIZATIOM 

1.  Use  of  Conrnr'  and  ('ommunication  Boot  (CCB)  as  a  command  and  control  unit 
and  a  close  suppoz-t  unit  at  the  same  time  is  not  desirable*  This  has  been 
done  in  past  operations  due  to  j^sviffiolent  numbers  of  monitors  in  a  given  AO. 
The  result  has  been  considerable  loir>8  of  efficiency  in  command  and  control 
function^  blien  used  as  a  C  &  C  nnit,  the  CCB  should  be  kept  well  out  of  the 
action. 

2.  Space  on  boerd  the  CCB  is  at  a  premium.  Radio  circuits  installed  have 
proven  inadequate  to  fill  all  the  needs  of  e  battalion/squadron  commmd  and 
control  installation.  The  use  of  additional  PRCr25  radios  has  become  neces« 
saxy.  It  has  also  proven  unworicable  to  collocate  battalion/squadrony  and 
division  command  and  control  on  a  single  CCB. 

3.  The  mo..' tor  has  proven  an  effective  offensive  weapon.  It  must  also  often 
serve  as  t  ‘vision  command  unit  due  to  use  of  the  division  CCB  as  the  bat¬ 
talion /squadron  conaaod  tinit.  There  is  not  sufficient  radio  equipment 
installed  vo  allow  the  division  commander  to  guard  desired  circuits.  The  ad¬ 
dition  of  one  'VBC-46  is  indicated.  Also  a  in<n<imim  of  three  monitors  per  divi¬ 
sion  are  consider  a  must. 

4.  The  ATC  performs  very  well  in  the  mission  for  which  it  was  designed, 
transportation  of  troops.  VIhen  used  as  a  minesweeper  or  an  offensive  weapons 
system  it  falls  short  of  the  mark. 

5*  In  general  all  squadron  boats  are  performing  their  designed  mission  and 
in  addition  ore  called  upon  to  act  as  offensive  vehicles  with  increasing  re- 
gniLaxi^.  If  this  trend  is  to  cohtinue,  weapons  with  increased  penetration 
and  anti-bunker  capability  will  have  to  be  added  to  the  squadrons  arsenal. 

BtTBOL  ANB  BLOCmG 

1*  One  of  prlmsxy  duties  of  riverine  assault  craft  in  combat  operations  is 
to  block  and  patrol  exfHtration  routes  >diioh  the  enemy  mic^t  employ  to  es¬ 
cape  from  the  AO*  An  aggressive  patrol  is  the  gest  determent  to  70  attenpts 
to  use  the  waterways  for  escape*  This  was  shown  most  recently  in  the  Joint 
OS/OTN  operation  conducted  in  Blhh  Toong  Province  from  27  July  to  4  August* 
Intellig^e  sources  indicated  that  the  70  were  confused  and-  dlsoxgnnised  by 
the  slM  of  the  operation,  and  that  many  considered  escape  across  the  Mekong 
River  into  Kien  foa  Frovlnoe*  Tbs  report  further  states  that  the  70  were 
deterred  from  this  by  the  aggressive  patrols  of  IP  117  and  IF  116  units  in  the 
Makong^am  Then  Rivera* 

2.  Operations  to  date  have  shown  the  necessity  for  utilising  starll|d>^  scopes, 
crew-served  weapons  sights  and  Infrap-rsd  devices  while  on  nU^at  patrol  and 
blooklag  stations*  In  addition,  radar  would  be  m  valuable  asset  to  the  ATC 
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for  ni£^t  navigation  and  acquisition  of  waterborne  contacts  on  patrol  and  block 
ing  stations. 

3*  Stationing  of  Blocks: 

a.  While  on  blocking  stations^  boats  should  be  in  si^t  of  each  other 
at  all  tines  for  nutual  support,  espeoially  at  ni^t. 

b.  On  narrow  waterways  be^ts  become  veXy  vunerable  and  the  decision  to 
use  them  tc-  block  here  should  be  considered  with  respect  to  Aroy  support  from 
ground  eleoents. 

0*  If  at  all  possible,  nl^t  blocks  should  be  set  up  on  the  larger  water¬ 
ways  where  boats  can  maneuver  to  defend  themselves. 

.d.  If  blocks  are  necessary  on  small  streams,  ground  ambush  sites  are 
probably  more  effective  than  the  use  of  boats. 

c.  Navy  commanders  in  the  field  shovtld-be  notified  of  intended  areas 
of  ni£^t  lllunlnation.  In  the  smaller  waterways  illuninetion  can  be  useful, 
but  could  be  very  dangerous  to  boats. 

MINESWEEPIHQ 

1.  The  total  effectiveness  of  our  minesweeping  afforts  can  not  be  evaluated. 
Boats  sweep  on  all  operations.  The  only  sucoessful  ndirLag  attempt  to  date 
has  been  on  the  sweeping  unit.  Thus  our  sweeping  efforts  can  be  eval^iated 
as  effective  assuming  that  the  VC  are  eoqploying  mines. 

2.  It  has  been  learned  the  the  practice  of  using  an  ATC  for  mineaweoping  du¬ 
ties  is  not  desirable.  The  ATC  is  by  itself  a  choice  target  for  a  mine  with 
or  without  troops  embaideed. 

3*  The  chain  drag  type  anti-mine  device  has  proven  to  be  a  very  workable 
drag  type  olne  countermeasure.  The  chain  drag  worics  well  at  all  speeds  and 
in  various  depths  of  water. 

4.  The  present  quick  release  system  on  the  chain  dreg  will  work.  It  has 
the  following  disadvantages:  (l)  It  requires  the  foil  scope  of  cable,  allow¬ 
ing  no  method  to  control  the  IcEgth.  In  some  small  streams  it  would  be  very 
dangerous  if  not  Impossible  to  have  the  boats  towing  the  full  length  of  ooble. 
(2)  It  is  complex  in  design  and  requires  unneoesssiy  esqpoaure  of  personnel  to 
set  up  and  actuate. 

1.  Sufficient  olrouits  are  required  to  allow  each  oogmander  an  uncluttered 
taotioal  net  to  his  subordinates,  c  tet  for  administrative  reports  and  request 
that  would  olutter  m  taotioal  olxouit,  and  s  coordinating  net  for  use  by  var¬ 
ious  oommanders  to  sffsot  maximum  ooordlnmtion. 
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2,  Baoh  boat  must  have  the  capability  of  guarding  its  boat  ectamonf  «f>it  com- 
taand  set,  and  frequency  of  the  Axny  unit  with  which  the  boat  is  operating* 
Additionally t  a  dust  off  frequency*  artillery  and  other  coordination  nets 
stretch  the  radio  equipaent  availattle  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

3*  The  292  type  antenna  is  a  requlreaerit  for  communications  reliability.  In 
areaa  of  dense  foliage,  this  la  the  only  antenna  that  will  allow  Hng  range 
communioatlons . 

4*  A  st^Irdier,  weatherproof  radio  headee'^  is  needed*  The  preaent  headset  is 
too  vulnerable  to  damage  from  both  rpu^  handling  and  excessive  moisture* 

Itolng  the  monsoon  season,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  keep  all  radio  equip¬ 
ment  dry,  as  weather-fnroofing  is  required  to  cut  down  on  frequent  handset  fail¬ 
ure* 


5*  A  device  for  telescoping  radio  antennas  is  rec/oired  'due  to  low  under- 
bridge  oleannces  and  dense  foliage  expending  over  the  banks  of  rivers  and 
streams.  The  present  method  of  bonding  the  antenna  back  by  hand  can  only  lead 
to  antenna  breakage  and  failures. 

6.  The  CCB  as  a  primary  communications  and  command  post  must  be  placed  so  as 
to  maintain  oommunicotlons  %rith  the  rear  base,  riverine  assault  craft  and 
ground  companies.  Since  it  is  the  major  command  link  in  the  field,  it  must 
be  protected.  Consequently,  it  should  not  be  committed  to  direct  combat  support 
unless  attacked. 

7*  CCB  (HP)  Capability 

The  three  AN/GBC-IO6  EF  transorivers  izistalled  on  the  CCS  were  initially 
allocated  ;fco  the  Army  for  use;  however,  since  the  ALO  does  not  operate  at  bat- 
talicn  level,  one  of  these  units  is  now  being  utilized  by  the  U.S.  Havy  yben. 
operations  are  conducted  outside  the  IM  ranges*  This  extra  oomnunioations 
range  capability  has  bean  found  to  be  -a  necessary  requirement. 

MHP  SHIP  TO  ffllP  oaESIES 

The  8bip»to-Ship  Orestes  circuit  has  proved  to  be  a  manitoxy  requlreoant 
when  operating  as  a  Task  Force  in  the  Mekong  Delta  area  idiere  ocmounioctlons 
by  8hip-to-Shore  has  proven  to  be  unreliable.  Utilising  this  circuit  the 
ships  of  the  Nobile  Biverine  Force  have  been  able  to  tend  outgoing  traffic  to 
the  Flagship  for  relay.  All  inter  trsffio  lequirlng  excwxity  ie  paeeed  via 
thia  olrouit* 

MA_gcMwuc)  mB  TnaraPHE  sisim 

Shortly  aftev  aarrival  of  AIS-35  ixa-oountry,  it  vaa  reallsad  that  .he  inatallad 
■hipboard  aound-powered  telephone  syatem  w^d  be  inadequate  for  support  of 
the  ABICr/BATY  Staffs  embeadeed*  Utiliiing  a  SB-86  svltohboard  Aae^  field 
telephone,  a  ayatea  was  Installed  idaloh  would  give  the  two  staffa  the  quick 
reeponee  time  neoeasaxy  for  the  ^rpe  of  opormtione  boiaag  oonduoted.  !Qtta 
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aystea  is  relatively  oaintenanof^  free  and  Requires  4  nin-tBitm  of  personnel  to 
operate  it.  It  also  gives  the  added  eapabili-ty  of  direct  coomunioations  to 
edl  other  eomoands  without  having  to  go  to  the  tactical  operating  spaces  to 
Bake  the  required  telephone  call. 


The  installation  of  a  four  channel  inter  ship  telephone  system  has  increased 
the  effectivenasS  of  the  Force  considerably  by  reducing  the  liuaber  of  radio 
transmissions  previously  required  over  the  various  circuits*  Besides  inte3> 
linking  within  this  ^sten,  the  dPB's,  support  LST*  ABL*  ard  AFL;  each  ship 
can  also  utilize  the  ship-to-shore  capaldlity  installed  on  AEB-33  ior  con> 
ducting  official  calls. 


M 


In  late  Mayi  two  ■0”  band  omni  directional  antennas  were  installed  for  utili¬ 
zation  with  the  AN/llBC-24  to  elliminate  the  signal  fading  caused  when  the  ship 
swung  at  anchor.  Satisfactory  results  have  been  achieved  out  to  y)  kiloBenters 
with  these  antennas,  however,  their  ocnl  capability  increases  the  noise  level 
of  the  circuit  tdm  working  in  the  vicinity  of  other  VEF  shots. 


1.  Ambushes  cannot  always  by  avoided  ,  but  their  affect  can  be  neutralized 
by  proper  procedures. 

a.  Seoonning  by  fire,  using  both  automatic  weapons  end  fra^^aentetion 
projectiles  can  pre-trigger  an  ambush.  Hot  only  river  banks,  'but  trees  cxxd 
promontazy  land  marks  should  be  taken  under  fire  to  eliminate  lookouts  and 
snipers. 

b.  A  lij^t  helo  fire  team  esoort,  in  direct  oommunication  with  the  boat 
unit  commander  is  useful  in  discovering  and  destseylng  ambushes. 

0.  Artillezy  support  of  boat  transits,  utilizing  a  forward  observer  in 
one  of  the  land  boats,  is  also  effective. 

2.  Barite  advice  to  the  contrary,  the  same  route  oust  often  be  used  for 
transit  to  and  from  an  opemtion  area.  Niaesveepiag  is  partioulaarly  Isportant 
in  those  oases.  If  tha  route  is  short,  the  boats  plentiful,  and  the  operation 
is  of  short  duration,  stay-behlnd  boats  strategioally  placed  can  help  keep  the 
return  route  secure. 

3*  In  general,  a  hi^^  voluae  of  accurate  fire  is  the  beat  ambush  suppressant. 

4;  The  land  mlnesNeeper  in  a  fozoation  is  fsequsntly  the  target  for  an  aa- 
buah.  MLnesveeping  to  date  has  been  done  by  AlO's,  pending  the  arrival  of 
the  Assault  Su^rt  Patrol  Boat  (A8FB)  in  country.  Hthor  the  1C  believe 
that'*  this  ATC  is  carrying  troops  or  ^uy  consider  it  to  be  a  Inorativu  target 
regardless  of  its  nission. 
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Ihe  aost  serious  mining  to  date  occured  In  June  on  the  Xang  Canal. 
The  lead  minesweeper  was  involved. 

b.  During  operations  in  Long  in  and  Ihnh  Tuong  Frovinoes  the  land  mine¬ 
sweeper  was  the  target  for  recoilless  rifle  end  3-40  rounds. 

SiVIGATIOiS 


1 .  Radar  is  required  on  all  craft  for  nig^t  navigation.  Lade  of  radar  neces¬ 
sitates  inordinately  slow  speed  and  the  '*grope''  method  of  navigation. 

2*  Constantly  shifting  dud  batiks  sM  sand  bars  pose  navigational  problems 
for  assault  craft  even  in  the  larger  streams  and  rivers.  If  a  boat  goes 
aground  on  one  of  these  mud  banks,  it  can  usually  free  Itself  by  use  of  low 
BIN  and  rudder  actions.  Hl^  RIM  will  cause  the  boot  to  sink  into  the  mud, 
creating  a  suction  iMoh  will  make  removal  of  craft  extremely  difficult  until 
higb  tide. 
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1.  !Rie  Biverina  Survey  Team  contributions  to  date  have  been  significant. 

The  team  has  been  embarked  on  TF  117  assault  craft  for  each  combat  operation 
and  major  transit. 


2.  In  addition  to  the  numerous  aaall  canals  and  streams  in  the  area  of  operc- 
tl<ni  the  team  has  conducted  surveys  of  the  following  major  waterwayst 


a.  Long  Tam  River 

b.  Soirap  River 
0.  Song  Cua.  Tien 

d.  Song  Tien  Gian^Song  Tho  oooqplex 
a.  Rang  Canal 

f .  Rho  Be  anohorago  area 

g.  Bong  Tam  anchorage  area 

h.  Song  Tau  Go/Song  Tn^Cinh  Cho  Gao  oosiplsac 

i.  Can  Bai  entrance  to  Song  Hy  ^ 

3*  Initial  transit  of  a  river  or  atrean  in  the  area  of  operatlonB  is  aada 
ly  rivexim  assault  oraft  at  hi^  tide.  The  Uverire  Sur^  Team  is  able  to 
give  n  iMsdlate  indioatioa  of  navigability  at  low  tide*  This  on-thsHvot 


IS 

CO/^fril:i£:KlTiAL 

//7 


Coa/FiD£A/t//)L 


iafoxnatlon  is  extreosly  valuable  to  the  on-scene  oomoander  in  deciding  vdiere  \ 
his  vaterbome  patrols  can*  be  established,  and  therefore  how  oiuoh  support  his 
boats  can  provide  for  the  ground  troops*  Without  this  iooediate  infomation 
the  on-scene  oomoander  would  have  to  rely  solely  on  outside  sources  for  trai^ 
fioability  datai  In  general  these  outside  sources  have  been  found  to  be 
reliable  in  regards  to  water  depth,  width  and  obstructions*  IP  117  riverine 
assault  craft  have  regularly  transited  streams  described  by  outside  sources 
as  navigable  only  to  "small  sampans."  The  continuing  efforts  of  the  Biverine 
Surv^  Team  will  assist  in  developing  the  mobile  riverine  assault  force  con¬ 
cept  to  the  fullest  extent. 

4*  It  is  aipeoted  that  the  ASFB  will  prove  to  be  a  more  satisfactory  riverine 
survey  vehicle  that  the  ATC  due  to  its  higher  speed  and  better  maneuverability. 


1 .  Ihe  amaoent  a)roaxd  the  riverine  assault  craft  has  been  proven  effective 
in  most  areas.  Bowever,  some  problm  areas  still  exist  and  will  jreqnire 'fur¬ 
ther  evaluation  and  modification. 

a*  Due  to  the  type  of  amoninition  enqployed,  the  use  of  the  *30  cal  mach¬ 
ine  gun  has  been  severely  restxioted*  Since  the  ammunition  is  hot  point  de¬ 
tonating,  ricochets  axe  a  hasaxd  to  civilians  and  fxiextdly  troops  in  the  axes* 
The  dense  oivilian  population  of  the  Delta  baa  virtually  ellniaated  the  use 
of  the  *50  cal  for  other  than  emergem^  situations. 

b.  The  40ma  shown  itself  to  be  potent  for  point  and  area  fixe 

using  HE  amsunitlon*  A  mixed  clip  of  AP/UK  rounds  is  being  oonsidexed  for 
p«aetxatioa  of  buxdcers* 

c.  Use  of  the  81am  mortar  in  both  direct  and  indixeot  fire  has.  become 
more  common  with  the  Inoxeaaed  oonfidenee  of  the  Arnr  units.  When  used  against 
bunkers,  a  delay,  fuse  should  be  used  for  naTl^^MB  penetration.  A  aoriax  round 
in  a  rise  paddy  is  ineffeotlve,  and  a  time  fuse  should  be  used  for  an  16-20 
foot  sir  burst* 

d.  An  effeotive  "bunker  neutraUser"  is  sUll  needed.  Ikeq[uontly  the 
Sian  aoxAar  oannot  be  used  due  to  the  diort  range  involved*  To  counter  this 
defioisnoy,  intentions  are  to  install  and  evaliiate  a  reooiUess  rifle,  basooka, 
fiwS  flamethrower  to  datermlns  their  effaotiveneas  for  banker  nsutxalisation* 

e*  The  feasibility  of  utilising  huU-nountsd  olsyaore  adnas  as  a  counter- 
ambush  weapon  ia  under  investigstion* 

2«  Safety  Preoautions* 

a*  Personnel  ia  a  wartiae  anvizoment  baeoma  oareless  la  their  afflwrpnee 
to  the  fundamental  safety  preeantioos  regarding  tha  handling  of  wsapons  sa^ 

— Any  B|wt  ba  raaiaded  oonmtaStly  of  tha  dsngara  involved,  partl- 
oulerly  the  danger  of  oanylag  a  firaam  with  a  ohMbared  round* 
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b*  The  Indisoriminate  uee  of  the  lf-79  ffcenade  launcher  should  be  avoided 
in  narrow  streems  due  to  the  danger-  to  friendly  units  in  coo^pany. 

HELIOOPT^  C  &  C  SHIPS 

1.  Helicopters  provide  the  optioua  platform  from  wM.ch  to  observe  and  corceot 
boat  dispositions,  correct  beaching  sites^  assist^in  boat  navigation,  and  scout 
ahead  during  transits.  If  a  Navy  ^preseniative  is  eo-looated  in  the  helicopter 
with  an  iroy  representative,  better  oooi^dinatlon  and  faster  response  to  any 
given  situation  would  be  possible. 

2.  With  the  advent  of  the  ATC(H),  the  requirement  for  a  hole  landing  area  ashor 
has  been  eliminated.  The  Havy  a^  Amy  on-soene  commanders  can  now  utilize 
both  the  flexibility  and  speed  of  the  helicopter  and  the  extensive  command  end 
oonaunicationa  facilities  of  the  OCB. 

5.  Extra  AN/PHC-25  radios  for  communications  links  between  belos  and  boats  is 
a  continuing  requirement. 


RESUPPLY 

1 .  The  two-day  basic  boat  resupply  load  of  food,  water  end  ammunition  had 
proven  effective  in  bpth  the  Rung  Sat  and  the  Delta  area. 

2.  Salvage  boats  have  also  proven  %forthndrLle  in  supplying  needed  spare  parts 
in  the  area  of  operations. 

3.  The  IfiF  resupply  LST  has  proven  successful  in  conducting  resupply  of  the 
IBB  on  a  weekly  schedule. 

4.  On  one  occasion  a  CHIHOOK  helicopter  was  used  to  resupply  the  MBF_Support 
LST,  DSS  THBOH  COOWt .  AlthouiJi  the  CHIHDOK  ooold  not  land  on  the  1ST,  trans¬ 
fer  of  supplies  was  effected  while  the  helioopt^  hovered  over  the  ship*  This 
appears  to  be  a  feasible  system  for  rapid  eawcgeaoy  rempply  of  the  Hobile 
Biverlxte  Force. 

5.  The  possibility  of  using  pre-loaded  pallets  of  assunitlon  for-tnmrfst  from 
the  Support  LST  to  the  AO  is  being  iovestigated*  This  pre-loading  will  coup- 
siderably  reduce  the  tine  required  to  load  the  resupply  ccaft  prior  to  tmsit 
to  the  AO* 


KBgCAL  AID  BQJg 

1*  The  battalion  and  brigade  mediesl  aid  boats  have  oadoubtedly  saved  lives 
and  have  proven  themselves  to  he  extxeaely  valuable*  With  the  addition  of  a 
fUlht  daok,  the  problem  of  MBMIO  has  been  saasd  oonsidsrmhly*  Airing  rsosnt 
optrstl(«8,  both  dsy  and  night  hslo  MWACs  havs  hsen  aoooapJLiahed  froa  ths 
flight  daok  of  ths  nsdioal  boat* 
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SALVAGE  BOAT 

1.  For  each  operation  an  ATC  baa  been  fitted  out  as  a  salvage  boat.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  required  repair  peraonDel*  the  boat  has  carried  additional  p'oapa, 
DC  plates  and  plugSt  spare  parts  for  cctpoonly  recurring  failures,  and  a  repair 
kit  for  other  ninor  repairs.  The  use  of  this  salvage  beat  concept  has  resulted 
in  keeping  boats  fully  opoMtienal  in  the  AO  ralSisr  than  sending  then  back  to 
the  IfiiB  for  neoessaxy  rep?i’'i , 

2*  For  the  ATC  KC  II,  a  f’^^l^/age  nodule  has  been  suggested.  This  viU  allow 
the  rapid  oonverelo:  cl  Siiy  ATC  to  a  salvage/repair  boat  with  the  insertion 
of  this  module. 

3*  The  feasibility  of  designing  a  Li^t  lift  Craft  on  an  LQf-6  hull  should 
be  ecqplcyed.  If  a  boat  is  sunk  during  an  operation,  it  could  be  towed  by  this 
Li£|ht  Lift  Craft  to  a  secure  area  for  refloating  and  neeeasexy  repairs.  Vitbe 
out  this  Light  Lift  Craft,  the  sunken  boat  would  have  to  remain  in  place  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  large  security  element  until  the  operation  was  eoopleted. 

4*  A  resusitator  would  be  valuia|le  aboard  the  salvage  boat  or  mediocl  boot. 
Combat  operotlona  oonducted  in  a  riverine  envlroment  are  bound  to  involve  ac- 
oidential  dmdnage.  A  resusoitator  muld  moat  probably  reduce  fatalities  re¬ 
sulting  fsram  those  inoidonts. 


INTSLLIGanE 


1.  Sources  of  Intelligence. 

a.  A  veiy  isportant  souzoe  of  rlvexine  intelllgonoe  in  Vietnam  it  the 
HILO,  la  each  riverine  province,  there  is  noxoally  at  least  one  HUO  idiose 
funotioa  is  to  be  ooUeotor/diasaainator  of  riverine  intelligence  on  eae(ty 
order  of  battle,  eneay  oocas>-liaiaoa  routes,  watervoy  txaffioabiUlqr,  end 
related  matters. 

b.  An  extremely  importent  source  of  watervoy  treffloobillty  intelligence 
for  rlvexine  operotions  off  the  me^r  xivers  ia  the  Mekong  Delta  ia  that  of 
aaxial  ^togroyhy,  particularly  if  takan  at  lev  tide.  Such  pbotogrepifay  will 
la  particular,  reveal  vntaxways  tdiioh  are  not  navigable  to  riverine  aasault 
creft,  (This  source  It  wee  fUUy  diaeueeed  under  "Photography  lafoxmatioa." 

o.  Agttit  souroea  aaong  the  native  populace  In  a  countarlasurgenoy  envizo- 
aent  axe  a  good  aouxea  of  intelligenoe.  Qoderdcvalopad  oountziea  bowavar  tend 
to  have  poorly  developed  oowunioetioaa  and  traaaportatien  lystau.  Literacy 
•twderda  are  low.  ZhtalUganoe  lafomation  fron  ngsnt  aouxoas  will  thaxefora 
•sldon  be  tioely,  es  it  will  likely  have  bean  valktd  ia  and  will  likely  be 
by  word  of  ooutlu 

d.  SLAH  (Side-looldnf  Airborne  Badar)  nay  be  an  ioportant  aouxoa  of  In- 
talllfneo  in  a  xlvexina  anvizcoant.  This  will  ba  particularly  tzus  for  areas 
kaown  to  be  anaegHtoolnated.  Than,  patterns  of  snscy  activity  on  ba  doouaent- 
ad  aaA  atudiad. 
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•.  R«d  Hast*  Ilk*  SURt  eaa  under  certain  oonditioiis  be  v«gr  ueeAal. 
However*  In  a  rlVerine  envirooent  it*  toe*  is  oor*  useful  for  pattern  SBalpses* 
locations  of  eneny  base  caaps  and  other  facilities*  and  spotting  of  snMgr 
waterborne  noveaent  vhm  utilised  over  eneqynloinlnated  areas*  particular^  if 
these  eneny  areas  are  ala*  sparsely  populated.  Its  sensitivity  is  greater 
when  red  haze  is  obtained  at  low  altitude. 

f.  Note:  In  the  paragraph  on  "Sources  of  Intelligence*”  it  is- reoonoendec 
that,  in  the  second  line*  "the  main  source”  be  aoended  to  read  "an  ic^rtant 
source.”  The  paragraph  further  actually  speaks  of  three  sources  of  intelligenof 
inforaation:  The  friendly  civilian  population*  the  HItOs*  and  the  Coastal 
group  advisors. 

2.  I^togtt^hy  Information 

a.  Considerable  waterway  trafficability  data  nay  be  avedlable  to  plan- 
ners  and  operators  in  riverine  assault  operations  from  simple  photo  inter* 
pretatlon  of  low-tide  aerial  photography.  This  lesson  learned  in  riverine 
operations  in  the  Mekong  Delta  nay  also  have  a  Vlder  application  to  riverine 
operations  in  other  dounterinsurgency  environents  in  general « 

(1)  In  sone  riverine  counterinsurgency  enviroments*  it  is  conceivable 
that  interpretation  of  aerial  photography  aay  be  the  only  valid  source  of 
waterway  trafficability  intelligence  to  support  riverine  operations  prior  to 
the  time  operations  commence. 

(2)  In.ic^pertant  factor  in  such  photb  interpretation  in  the  Delta 
ie  that  the  tidal  range  geparally  exceeds  8  feeb*  Thus*  low-tide  photography 
will  olearly  reveal*  even  to  an  untrained  eye*  obstruotions  in  waterways  irihioh 
will,  at  hi^r  tidal  stages*  deny  passage  to  riverine  assault  craft  with 
drafts  of  approximately  4*3  foot. 

(5)  d  scale  of  about  It 3*000  for  such  aerial  photography  has  proven 
to  be  ideal  for  the  purpose.  Ideally,  vertioal  photography*  supplemented  with 
forward  obliques*  is  needed.  Vertioal  biography  aoourately  reveals  waterway 
widths  and  the  nature  of  numerous  types  of  waterway  obstructions,  forward 
ebliq:ues  help  in  proper  Identification  of  footbridges*  fish  stakes  set  verti- 
oally  in  the  water*  and  other  eb^aots  difficult  to  identify  and  desoribe  when 
seen  only  from  direotly  ovarhead.  Forward  obliques  oan  be  sicdliarly  essential 
for  determining  underbridge  olearanoes  for  assault  oraft  passage*  if  other 
souroes  of  this  inforaation  are  unavailable. 

3*  Viet  Cong  Swicaaers. 

a.  Bcoocnand  following  paragraph  be  added  to  present  eoBDsntexy  on  aidA- 
aerst  For  naval  units  at  anobor  in  a  riverine  or  ooaatal  envirooent,  the  great- 
eat  danger  would  appear  to  be  fron  swiaaera*  bearing  oinea  or  other  explosivaa. 

raaaumca  vanm  a*  erne  *<aigi 
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1*  flit  p«pm/divlo  tetitm  pcocna  of  OCWnfUff  OB  ia  atiU  in  tint  davalop*  JD 
amtal  atafa.  Ibaxafozat  laaaona  leatned  In  tbaat  azaaa  of  endaavor  cuat  ba  ^ 
aaaitad  tntli  a  latar  data  for  oaialncful  ootsaantaqr*  ' 
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mmtiosm  TOfm  mmaimci  MetiLim 
i?0  8«i  TyamiMO  96370 

AVISi^-M  29  mj  1967 

SUBJECT:  Results  of  Hli  Rifle  Labrieant  Test 


THRU:  Cosnanding  Officer 

Support  Connand 
9th  Infantry  DLvl&lon 
AFO  Us  Forces  96370 


TO:  Coninanding  General 

9th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  AVDEUGL 
AFO  US  Forces  96370 


1.  At  the  direction  of  the  Comnanding  General  an  evaluation  was  made 
on  the  effectiveness  of  the  two  principal  lubricants  used  with  the  HL6  rifle 

2m  Variables: 

a*  lubricants 

(1)  Lubricating  Oil»  Seoi-FluLd  (LSA) 

(2)  lubricating  011,  General  Furpose  (FL  Special) 
b.  Gleaning  fireqaenoy* 

(1)  Glean  weapon  daily* 

(2)  Weapon  not  cleaned  throughout  three  day  test. 

0*  Thickness  df  lutedcant  coating. 

(1)  Heavy  eoit. 

(2)  light  ooeb. 

3*  Conduct  of  teat* 

weapons  wore  utiliied  covering  all  variables.  Sixty  ronnde 
were  fired  through  each  weiqion  for  three  ocnseeutlve  days*  twenty  rounds  of 
which  mn  swii  mitcnatio  fire  and  forty  rounds  autcMtic  fire. 
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AfiE-ao-if 

SlMCTt  BMOltt  of  KL6  MLflo  Uibrleank  9Mt 
4*  Sosults  of  tests 


LUSBICANTIIIQ  OIL 

Cleened 


ISA 

Heavy  light 

FI  Special 

Heavy  light 

Daily 

Gonditien 

Malfunctions 

#1 

X 

lea 

ABcellent 

None 

#2 

X 

Tea 

Good 

None 

B 

Z 

No 

Good 

e 

#4 

X 

No 

Poor 

«e 

#5 

X 

Yes 

Excellent 

None 
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X 

Xes 

Good 

None 

#7 

X 

No 

Excellent 

None 

IB 

X 

No 

Good 

« 

Working  parts  shoeing  siffM  of  rusting. 

Excessive  oarbem  in  chaiiMr. 

«» 

Saeessive  earbon  on  bolt. 

fee 

Sust  starting  to  fom  on  barrel 

,  Carbon 

starting  build  up  on  bolt. 

5«  Conclusions. 


s.  The  bea'vy  eoat  of  ISA  offered  the  best  protection, 
b.  Heepons  should  be  eleened  diiJj. 

PCS  Tliii  COtfilANOBi 


/SA*  A.  FC88  A. 
E.  A.  POSB  A. 
CPT  cue 
Adjtttent 


POCUMCNT  COfiTROL  DATA  .  R  t  0 


mi  4«||r  »$  «% 


I.  ?•«•«  4ieftRir« 

OAC^Vtnt,  DA»  Washington,  0.  C.  20310 


9mt»9m4  l« 


ICuWitv  Cw*fSt#iC*TtOH 


Confidential 
li.  tiiou* 


I.  KtPOftr  TlTkC 


Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned^  Headquarters^  9th  Infantry  Division 


4.  ecscai^Tivt  notss  (Typw  4f  rtpori  W  Mc/mrIr* 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations,  1  May  -  31  July  1967 


t*  AUTMORdi  frifRf  middle  MtltU  I«4ln«m4> 

CG,‘9th  Infantry  Division 


nOORT  OATC 


7  November  1967 


T«.  TOTAL  NO.  or  RAOC*  Tb.  NO.  OP  RCPf 

125 
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